
February 27, 2019

75 cents
Published Wednesdays

in Southport,

North Carolina

stateportpilot.com

              THE STATE PORT 

PILOT
A Good Newspaper in a Good Community

Southport  •  Oak Island  •  Boiling Spring Lakes  •  St. James  •  Caswell Beach  •  Bald Head Island  •  Eastern Brunswick County

facebook.com/thestateportpilot

Find us on facebook INSIDE Obituaries .................6A

Classifieds ................5C

Pets ..........................8B

Opinion ....................4A

Police reports ............9A

Sports ....................... 1C

Town slams brakes on
paid parking contract

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Four days after picking a company to drive the paid beach 
parking plan, Oak Island Town Council slammed on brakes 
and rescinded its motion to negotiate a contract with NC 
Parking Co. during a special called meeting.

Council convened Saturday morning and went into closed 
session with Town Attorney Brian Edes shortly after he ar-
rived. After reconvening in open session, council considered 
a motion to rescind the February 18 vote on negotiating a 
paid parking plan with NC Parking Co., represented as a di-
vision of Unified Parking of Portland, Maine. At the regular 
meeting, Asher Chappell and Dan McNutt appeared to have 
edged out industry giant Lanier Parking to conduct opera-
tions on the island.

At that meeting, Council agreed 3-2 to negotiate a plan with 
NC Parking.

At the special meeting, Mayor Cin Brochure allowed Mc-
Nutt to address council for five minutes following the motion 
and second. He admitted he was charged with possession of 
cocaine while in a vehicle at one of his company’s parking ar-
eas in 2016.

“I made a big mistake,” he said.
McNutt said the behavior did not reflect who he is today, 

and he was embarrassed by his failure to his family and com-
See Parking, page 11A
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Towns denied spoil placement by Corps directive

Dredging more difficult these days

Southport

City accepts
$650,000 offer
Aldermen vote 5-1 to sell plant site

For small projects, ‘it could be life or death’

Get heart healthy

 3009 Medical Plaza Lane, Southport | 910-457-3871 | Dosher.org/Clinics
Dosher is an equal opportunity provider and employer

At Cardiac Rehabilitation, Dosher Wellness Center

Commissioners, staff revisit Florence

Lakes tweaks hurricane plans
By Michael Paul

Staff Writer

The Boiling Spring Lakes Board of Commis-
sioners held a workshop February 19 to review 
city actions before, during and after Hurricane 
Florence.

Mayor Craig Caster attended, as did com-
missioners Guy Auger, Mark Stewart, Steven 
Barger and Dana Witt. Also present were act-
ing Police Chief Capt. Rick Spencer, Fire Chief 
Theresa Tickle and City Manager Jeff Repp.

The dam breach
Repp said pursuant to the declaration of a 

state of emergency by the mayor, the city “be-
gan preparations by dropping the lake level as 
far as we could. As the week went along, we 
kept dropping it farther and farther. ...”

The capacity of the Big Lake is 1.6 billion gal-
lons of water, Repp said, and the 24 inches of 
rain generated 4.8 billion gallons of water.

“This was first time here in Brunswick Coun-
ty that people can remember a storm lasting 

three-plus days, creating the washouts that 
occurred as a result of the flooding, where you 
had islands created all over the county,” Repp 
said.

Witt asked, “Do you think if we had created 
a relief breach sooner, it would have prevented 
the failure of the dam?’’

“Potentially,” Repp said.
The temporary breach was suggested about 

3 p.m. that Saturday, Repp said. It was started 
about 5 p.m., he said, but the dam failed about 
7:10 p.m.

Regarding evacuations, Repp said in North 
Carolina you cannot force someone to leave 
his or her home. Barger asked what the differ-
ence was between voluntary evacuation and 
mandatory evacuation.

“For our purposes,” Repp said, “the manda-
tory (means) we went door-to-door, handing 
out a piece of paper, advising the residents of 
the coming event and the possibility was that 
we would not be able to respond to their house 
because of the event...We knew that if there 
was high water in that area, we did not have 

See Lakes, page 2A

Maintenance dredging, like this at Southport Marina, has become more difficult under a new, national direc-
tive by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. (Photos courtesy Southport Marina)

This aerial view shows the dredge in action, with the sediment piped 
to the spoil island across the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Dozens of coastal communities, mari-
nas and homeowners associations will 
potentially have to deal with a relatively 
new directive by federal officials that lim-
its or bans them from placing dredged 
sediments in disposal areas controlled by 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

The decision was made in February 
2017 after problems arose with a dredg-
ing project in Galveston, Texas. Federal, 
state and local officials have complained 
that the one-size-fits-all approach is 
hurting some communities.

Since April 2018, the Corps has denied 
spoil placement by the towns of Holden 
Beach, Sunset Beach and Ocean Isle 
Beach, along with Bradley Creek Marina 
and Masonboro Yacht Club. The denials 
have delayed some maintenance proj-
ects.

In the case of Sunset Beach, the town’s 
inability to dispose of sediment in a 
Corps-controlled area meant hauling the 
material by truck, which increased the 
cost of the project from $2.1-million to 
$3.6-million.

The change has significant potential 
to affect Brunswick County, which has 
significantly more Corps spoil sites and 

acreage than any of North Carolina’s 
eight coastal counties (86 sites encom-
passing 3,411 acres). Generally, dredging 
must be either federal or serve a federal 
interest (such as a Coast Guard station) 

to utilize the Corps’ spoil areas, under the 
new policy.

According to an inventory by the engi-
neering firm Moffatt & Nichol, derived 

See Dredging, page 11A
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Children enjoy safety day held Saturday at the Southport Fire Headquarters. 
It included fun events along with fire prevention education. More in Portfolio 
on page 1B.

By Renee Spencer
Staff Writer

The Southport Board of Al-
dermen has accepted an offer 
to purchase the former waste-
water treatment plant prop-
erty on West West Street.

A resolution accepting the 
$650,000 offer from South-
port Marina Inc. was ap-
proved 5-1 during a special 
meeting, held Tuesday night 
in the emergency operations 
center, located on the second 
floor of fire headquarters.

The room had seating for 50 
people, including the board 
of aldermen, and those seats 
were filled. Nearly 50 more 
gathered in the hallway to 
hear the decision.

Aldermen Lora Sharkey, 
Marc Spencer, Rick Pukenas, 
Robert Tucker and Jim Pow-
ell voted in favor of the sale. 
Alderman Karen Mosteller 
cast the lone dissenting vote.

Before entertaining a mo-
tion, Mayor Jerry Dove called 
for discussion on the issue. 
City manager Bruce Oakley 
reviewed the offer. 

Though the property was 
not on the market, Southport 
Marina Inc. submitted an of-
fer in January to purchase the 
property as-is. As outlined 
in the agreement, Southport 
Marina Inc. will bear the fi-
nancial responsibility for en-
vironmental clean-up of the 
drying beds and demolition 

See Southport, page 10A
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