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Road improvements
deemed ‘not possible’

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer

The Southport Planning Board met with developers of the 
Project Indigo Phase II on April 21 as the board prepares to 
offer a recommendation to the city’s aldermen in the coming 
weeks. 

Planning Board Chairman Sue Hodgin kicked off the ques-

tions at the board’s meeting last Thursday by asking about 
the intersection at Robert Ruark Road and Highway 87. Ac-

cording to a traffic impact analysis study completed by Jona-

than Guy of Kimley-Horne, some of the road improvements 
focused around the intersection at Robert Ruark Drive are 
“not possible.” Hodgin suggested that the city require addi-
tional access connections at 11th Street or Lord Thomas Ave-

nue to “mitigate the impacts at the 211/87 intersection.” 
“In a March 3 summary letter from the (North Carolina 

See Southport, page 15A

Project Indigo

Elections 2022

Early voting
is underway

One-stop sites open Thursday;
primary election set for May 17

Resident helps deliver military supplies to Ukraine

‘I saw what Hell would look like’

Back from a war zone

Early one-stop voting starts 
this week as Brunswick Coun-

ty residents head to the polls 
to decide some key primary 
races both locally and state-

wide.
North Carolina’s primary 

election is set for Tuesday, 
May 17.

One-stop early voting gets 
underway Thursday, April 
28, and runs through Satur-

day, May 14.
Voting sites include the 

Brunswick County Cooper-

ative Extension office at the 
county government center 
near Bolivia and four satellite 
locations in the county.

Early voting hours at the 
Cooperative Extension office 
are weekdays from 8:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. The office is closed 
Saturdays and Sundays ex-

cept for the final Saturday, 
May 14, when voting will be 

held from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Early voting hours at the 

four satellite locations are 
weekdays from 8 a.m. to 7:30 
p.m., closed Sundays, and 
open on Saturdays from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. On the final 
Saturday, May 14, the four 
sites will be open from 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

The four satellite locations 
are:
n Brunswick Center at 

Southport, 1513 N. Howe 
Street, Southport.
n Leland Cultural Arts Cen-

ter, 1212 Magnolia Village 
Way, Leland.
n Brunswick Center at 

Shallotte, 3620 Express 
Drive, Shallotte.
n Southwest Brunswick 

Library Branch, 9400 Ocean 
Highway, Calabash.

The last day to request 
See Election, page 7A

By Michael Paul
Staff Writer

The proposed 2022-23 budget for Boiling Spring Lakes keeps 
the tax rate at 28.2 cents.

The assessed valuation of real property remains nearly the 
same: from $503,948,950 to $504,491,830, a difference of 
$542,880 (0.1%).

Revenue from property taxes (including motor vehicle 
fees of $145,00) is budgeted to increase to $1,765,100 from 
$1,553,810, a difference of $211,290 (13.6%).

Revenue from local sales taxes is budgeted to increase to 
$2,521,000 from $2,351,000, a difference of $170,000 (7.2%).

Net total increase in city personnel is 1.5 full-time equivalent 
positions, up to 46 from 44.5. The cost of living adjustment 
impact is $108,738 (5%). The additional-benefits cost add is 
$27,185, for a total cost of $135,923. The projected increase in 

See Lakes, page 15A

Boiling Spring Lakes

City proposal keeps
28.2-cent tax rate
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Randy Sturgill, a former Oak Island resident and regional environmental leader, inspects a Russian tank 
blown up by Ukrainian forces on a recent trip to deliver tactical equipment and supplies to soldiers.

Ukrainian soldiers accept donations of uniforms, boots, knee and elbow pads and Molle vests.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Instead of reacting with mere outrage or disgust, an area 
resident decided to take things in his hands during the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

“I’m 69 and it was my first war,” said Randy Sturgill, a 
former resident of Oak Island who recently returned from 
personally handing out tactical equipment to hundreds of 
Ukrainian soldiers and militia.

Moved to get directly involved
Sturgill, whose day job is environmental activism, is 

a semi-retired law enforcement officer now living in 

Wilmington. He and his wife, Vicky, who sells real estate 
in Brunswick County, personally raised $24,000 to help 
Ukrainian troops. The couple worked a deal with wholesal-
ers to provide 500 sets of shirts and pants, boots, knee and 
elbow pads, and 1,000 Molle tactical vests.

To ensure the donations went to the right people, Sturgill 
followed along, with the help of Wilmington-based MOTO 
Leader Global and CIL Capital. The shipping companies 
usually move cars from Wilmington to Poland, but that 
market has been disrupted by the invasion.

Sturgill said the images of refugees and poorly equipped 
men in Ukraine moved him to get directly involved. He 
networked with surplus companies in Fayetteville and 

See Ukraine, page 10A
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