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Oak Island

Sand work
must wait

Council told project a year away

Council member 
Adcock resigns
Bald Head Island Vil-

lage Council Member Kit 
Adcock has resigned her 
position due to health-
related issues, the village 
government announced 
Tuesday.

Adcock, who was re-
elected to the council in 
November, had served as 
mayor pro tem for four 
years.

She was village liaison 
for the Transportation 
and Communication 
committees and serves as 
a village representative 
on the Bald Head Island 
Transportation Authority.

Bald Head

School gets Santa-ed

Sports – 1C

Southport mayor, aldermen take oaths of office

Hatem offers ‘new type of leadership’

Repair work to begin January 6

Ferry to close for three months

By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

Southport Mayor Joe Pat Hatem and 
aldermen John Allen, Lowe Davis and 
Tom Lombardi took their seats on the 
Board of Aldermen for the first time af-
ter being sworn in at the standing-room-
only board meeting last Thursday night.

Alderman Karen Mosteller was nomi-
nated by Allen and unanimously voted 
on by the board to serve as the city’s 
mayor pro tem. Previously, the position 
was filled by Rick Pukenas.

After being sworn in as mayor, Hatem 
took to the podium wearing a black suit 
with his signature red Converse sneakers 
and pulled out a small, light blue card.

As he looked down at the paper be-
tween his fingers, he proceeded to read, 
“Vote for Joe Hatem for city commis-
sioner in the municipal election May 5, 
1959. Your vote is sincerely appreciated.”

He looked back up at the crowd and 
said, “So I guess it took 60 years for Ha-
tem to get elected.”

The card was from his father’s political 
run when Hatem was four years old. The 

2020 municipal election was the third 
time Hatem himself had run for a gov-
ernment position. He lost to Jerry Dove 
twice before for the position of Southport 
Mayor, but in their third rematch Hatem 

See Southport, page 5A
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Mayor Joe Pat Hatem expresses 
gratitude to numerous people in 
his speech after being sworn in at 
the aldermen meeting Thursday 
night.

Find your piece of heaven on the southern coast...

The Brunswick Beaches offer the dream 
of classic southern coastal living and 
exceptional value. Second home or primary 
residence, our agents can help you find your 
new relaxation station. 

319 N. Howe Street   |   Southport, NC 28461   |   (910) 363-4565   |   southerncoastagents.com

DOING MORE FROM FOR SALE TO SOLD.  
That’s the sign of a RE/MAX agent.™

By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

The Southport-Fort Fish-
er ferry is closing for three 
months starting January 6 for 
upgrades.

During that time, a $3-mil-
lion project will take place at 
both terminals to replace the 
cable-counterweight ramp 
systems with updated hy-
draulic systems.

According to the North Car-
olina Department of Trans-
portation, the hydraulic sys-
tems will run smoother and 
are less prone to accidental 
failures.

A malfunction at the South-
port terminal in late August 
unexpectedly shut down the 

ferry for several weeks when 
the cables snapped on one 
side. At that time, NCDOT 
had already tentatively sched-

uled the upgrades to the ramp 
system as a separate project 
for early 2020. The cables 
and counterweights were 

temporarily replaced with an 
electric chain hoist.

“This is a critically needed 
upgrade that will bring the 
Southport and Fort Fisher 
terminals up to date techno-
logically,” said Ferry Division 
Director Harold Thomas. 
“We know the shutdown will 
be an inconvenience for com-
muters on that route, but it 
will result in more reliable 
ferry service in the long run.”

The contractors are expect-
ing the route will be ready to 
reopen by April 6.

January and February are 
two of the slower month for 
the ferry with around 9,100 
vehicles per month. That 
number jumps in March to 

See Ferry, page 11A

The Southport-Fort Fisher ferry will be out of com-
mission for three months starting January 6.
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Southport Elementary School students had a surprise visit from Santa Claus last week. Jolly St. Nick stopped 
by the school with members of the Southport Fire Department to find out who has been naughty or nice and 
see what was on the cafeteria’s menu. More photos can be found on page 11B.
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Malfunctioning cables at the Southport ferry ramp, 
shown here in August, will be replaced in the project.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Oak Island will have to wait 
at least another year for sand 
on the east and central areas, 
Town Council decided Tues-
day by consensus.

The hope was to place sand 
from about SE 63rd Street, 
where sand from last year’s 
harbor maintenance project 
ran out, to about 22nd Place 
East. Two add-on projects 
could have added sand as far 
west as 10th Place East. The 
areas were heavily damaged 
by hurricanes and, in some 
spots, washed over.

No one bid on the initial call 
in late November. A second 
round of requests brought a 
single proposal that would 
cost more than $16-million, 
including both add-ons. En-
gineers had budgeted about 
$11-million for the project, 
including add-ons.

Johnny Martin of Moffatt 
See Oak Island, page 16A
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