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2021 vote

Filing is
slow for 
elections

Fourth sales: strong for 
some, a hit for others

By Lee Hinnant and Gary Pethe
Staff Writers

Moving most North Carolina Fourth of July Festival activi-
ties to Oak Island from Southport for 2021 created wide dis-

parity in weekend business between the two towns, accord-

ing to local merchants.
“I was disappointed in sales,” said Penny Watkins, owner 

of Boo and Roos on Moore Street in downtown Southport. 
“We did not have nearly the number of customers in the 
store that we normally would have during a Fourth of July 
festival. As a matter of fact, we had several customers ask us 
where the festival was, because they thought it would still be 
in Southport. So our business took a tremendous hit.”

Such was the story for other businesses in the city. While 
restaurants remained very busy during festival weekend, 
other merchants were disappointed in reduced traffic at their 
stores. 

“We were busy, but it was not like ‘festival busy,’” said 
Pamela Sexton, owner of Cattail Cottage on Howe Street in 
Southport. “People were in town so we were definitely busy, 
no doubt about it. But having people drawn to Oak Island 

See Fourth, page 8A
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Project runs
$250K short
Aldermen approve amendment
for Howe Street sewer repairs

City residents can address aldermen Thursday

Southport short term rental amendments go to public hearing

Winging it on the Fourth

What’s in the proposal?
Following are selected excerpts from the proposed 

zoning text amendment. Full text of the amendment can 
be viewed at https://cityofsouthport.com/wp-content/up-

loads/2021/06/21.0616-Short-Term-Rentals-Draft.pdf.
 

• For both homestays and short term vacation 
rentals:

--An annual zoning permit is required and must be re-

newed each year before the expiration date and according 
See Short term, page 2A

By Gary Pethe
Staff Writer

At a special called meeting 
June 28, Southport Board of 
Aldermen approved a budget 
amendment for an addition-

al $250,000 to cover paving 
costs for the Howe Street 
sewer project. Tom Stanley, 
Southport Public Services Di-
rector, said an underestima-

tion of materials required to 
pave the street was the reason 
for the additional funding re-

quest. 
“Trenches were more ex-

pensive than anticipated be-

cause the deeper the sewer 
line is located, the wider the 
excavation needs to be, re-

quiring more fill material and 
asphalt,” said Stanley. There 
were also several unantici-
pated manholes that required 
more work. 

“The engineer for the proj-

ect was very short in his es-

timation,” Stanley said. The 
new estimate is approximate-

ly 150-percent of the origi-
nal, therefore an additional 
$250,000 is needed to cover 
the difference in paving costs 
and work on the manholes. 

Alderman John Allen asked 
if the additional funds would 
come from the water and 
sewer fund balance, which 
was confirmed. Allen also 
asked Stanley if he thought 
this would be the last unfore-

seen issue to arise and Stan-

ley responded he thought it 
would be the last issue on the 
project, but that there could 
be other unknown issues un-

derground.
“There might be other 

abandoned manholes to deal 
with,” Stanley said. 

He said he is particular-

ly concerned about the area 
See Southport, page 10A

The Southport Board of Aldermen will 
meet Thursday, July 8, at 6 p.m. at the 
Southport Community Building, 223 
East Bay Street. Among agenda items is 
a public hearing on a proposed zoning 
text amendment for homestay and short 
term vacation rentals in the city. 

The proposal would amend articles 
two, three and eight of Southport’s Uni-
fied Development Ordinance (UDO), 
adding zoning regulations for homestays 
and short term vacation rentals. Amid 
much public comment for and against, 

the amendment was recently approved 
by the Southport Planning Board and 
sent to aldermen for review and possible 
adoption following tomorrow evening’s 
public hearing.

As defined in the amended UDO text, 
a “homestay” is considered an accessory 
lodging use. The permanent resident 
is present during the rental stay. The 
zoning permit allows rental of up to 
two guest rooms within a home as a 
homestay rental. 

A short term vacation rental is a 

dwelling with up to six guest rooms 
that is used and/or advertised through 
an online platform or other media for 
transient occupancy for a period of less 
than 30 days.

A short term vacation rental is consid-

ered a nonresidential lodging use under 
the UDO. The owner is not required to 
be present during the rental stay. 

Questions can be directed to City 
Planner Thomas Lloyd at tlloyd@cityof-
southport.com or 910-457-7961. 

– Gary Pethe

Festival 
coverage

inside
8A – Flag-raising cer-

emony at Fort Johnston.

1B – Beach Day cele-
bration at Oak Island.
7B – Red, White and 

Blue Classic Car Show.

8B – Arts and Crafts
Market at Middleton.

9B – Boy Scouts Flag
Retirement Ceremony.

11B – Children’s Enter-
tainment and games at 

Fort Johnston.

13B – UPWA wrestling 
at Middleton Park.

This year’s N.C. 
Fourth of July Fes-
tival was a slimmer 
version due to 
COVID-19, but it 
still had plenty of 
fun activities for all 
ages, including two 
nights of fireworks 
at Oak Island.

Photos by
Morgan Harper

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

While off to a relatively 
slow start, filing for mu-

nicipal elections as of late 
Tuesday shows there will 
be at least several races of 
interest in the area with Oak 
Island and Bald Head Island 
mayoral races likely to make 
future headlines.

Filing began last Friday and 
ends at noon on Friday, July 
16, except for Southport and 
Navassa. Filing for those two 
municipalities starts Monday, 
July 26, and ends Friday, 
August 13. The reason is that 
Southport and Navassa both 
have residential districts for 
candidates which, in theory, 
could be affected by the 
delayed Census results. A 
change will not happen, elec-

tions officials have said.
Area filings, as of press 

time, were:

Bald Head Island
Mayor:
Peter Quinn (incumbent 

member of council)
Village Council:
Robert Drumheller
Scott Gardner (incumbent)

Boiling Spring Lakes
Commissioner:
Kimberly Sherwood

Oak Island
Mayor:
Douglas James DeArros
Ken Thomas (incumbent)
Liz White
Town Council:
Loman Scott (incumbent)

St. James 
Town Council:
Dennis Barclay (incum-

bent)
David DeLong (incumbent)
Jeff Mount (incumbent)

Southport
In Southport, the terms 

of Ward 1 aldermen Karen 
Mosteller and Marc Spencer 
are up, as is the post of mayor 
held by Dr. Joe Pat Hatem 
and Ward 2 alderman Lora 
Sharkey. Filing starts July 26.
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