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County allocates $3M
to help rebuild dams

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer

Brunswick County Commissioners approved a funding 
request from Boiling Spring Lakes on Monday night to help 
the community rebuild following the devastating effects of 
Hurricane Florence four years ago. 

Commissioners unanimously pledged $3 million of sup-
port to Boiling Spring Lakes at their June 20 meeting that 
will be paid out in four $750,000 installments starting in 
2024. The funding is intended to provide financial assistance 
for the city’s projects to replace and improve several dams 
that were destroyed during the 2018 hurricane.

BSL Mayor Jeff Winecoff asked the board for financial help 
in March and again before commissioners voted on Monday 

See Lakes, page 10A
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One member
says he’ll vote
‘no’ on Indigo

Developers ‘not surprised at all’

St. James resident celebrates 100th birthday

They rolled out all the stops

Small waves

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer

Family and friends of St. James resident Fred Pa-
pandrea rolled out all the stops for his 100th birth-
day on June 11. 

The community helped Papandrea celebrate the 
milestone in style, with the St. James Fire Depart-
ment and the Wheels by the Sea Car Club joining 
forces for a parade in his honor, complete with fire 
trucks, a Ferrari, and plenty of well wishes. More 
than a dozen classic cars and two fire trucks passed 
by as Papandrea waved to each driver, smiling ear 
to ear.   

“They say the first 100 years are pretty rough,” 
Papandrea said, standing outside of his daughter’s 
home that day. “After that, everything comes easy.”

He did say that the community celebration 
seemed like “too much,” for his birthday. 

“This is something for a rich fellow, and I grew up 
very poor,” he stated, adding that life changes so 

See St. James, page 5A

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Oak Island Town Council reversed its April decision to deny 
a special use permit for a massive house off Kings Lynn and 
voted 4-1 on June 14 to approve the plan.

The earlier vote to deny failed to include any of the four crite-
ria for turning back plans for houses larger than 4,000 square 
feet but within 5,000-square-foot limit.

Attorney Greg Kleva resubmitted plans for Poseidon Palace, 
at 6963 Kings Lynn Drive, owned by Kuntal Gandhi of Raleigh. 
The lot size is almost an acre.

In April, council voted 4-1 against approval of the permit, 
with Member Mark Martin in the minority. 

Council, however, failed to specify at least one of the reasons 
under town ordinances that would deny the permit. The rules 
are that council shall approve unless one of the criteria is not 
met. Criteria include:

• Not detrimental to or endanger public safety;
• In harmony with existing development and uses;
• Will not impede the development of surrounding property;
• Utilities are provided;
• Ingress and egress is designed to minimize congestion;
• The use conforms to all other applicable development rules.
Council’s motion to deny and subsequent inaction did not 

specify any of the criteria for denial in May.
Last week the motion to approve passed 4-1, with Member 

John Bach dissenting. Bach said, in part, he did not believe the 
structure would be in harmony with the existing uses.

Council Member Sheila Bell said she had changed her mind 
since April and saw no reason to deny. She said the town should 
consider changing its unified development ordinance.

“We’ve messed up The Point so much,” stated Council Mem-
ber Charlie Blaolock. “It’s being taken over by … hotels.”

Mayor Liz White said she’d like to see rules that reflect “a 
See Oak Island, page 15A

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer

At least one member of the 
Southport Planning Board 
has made up his mind when 
it comes to the Indigo Plan-
tation Phase II project. At 
the planning board’s June 16 
meeting, G.E. Mibelli, head 
of the Design and Charac-
ter subcommittee created to 
dissect specific aspects of the 
346-acre, 1,500-home pro-
posal, said he does not sup-
port moving forward with the 
project. 

Density concerns 
Citing the many challenges 

accompanied with the large 
project, Mibelli said that the 
board should not recommend 
its approval to the South-
port Board of Aldermen next 
month.  

“We cannot, nor we should, 
approve this,” Mibelli said. “I 

don’t think Southport is for 
sale. I don’t think we can af-
ford to ignore the situation, 
and I don’t think we should 
waste any more time looking 
at the details when if we take 
a step back and look at the big 
picture, it’s clear.” 

Mibelli said that since the 
start of the process some of 
the requested information 
was never produced by the 
developers, including a draw-
ing depicting parcels of land 
and location of buildings. 
He said the more he looked 
at the proposal, the density 
concerns and input from the 
public made the situation un-
tenable.  

“If we move forward and 
approve this, this is going to 
be against this book here,” 
Mibelli said holding up a 
binder of the City of South-
port’s Codes and Ordinances. 
“It’s going to be against the 
CAMA core plan and its den-
See Southport, page 10A

Photo by Michael Paul
Southport-Oak Island Marlins swim team junior coach Hannah Cumbee holds Bella Grace Doak, 5, who 
smiles after finishing her race in the Marlins’ first swim meet of the summer season Saturday. The Mar-
lins captured first place in 33 events against Wilmington YMCA. Complete results and more photos are 
in our sports section that begins on page 11A.
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Photo by Eliot Duke
Fred Papandrea waves to St. James Fire 
Department members as trucks pass by his 
home on his 100th birthday June 11.
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