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Commencement held Friday

BCC graduation full
of inspiring stories

Aldermen select design
for rebuilding City Dock

By Phillip Giles Jr.
Staff Writer

Southport aldermen have selected a design for rebuilding 
of the City Dock at the Yacht Basin.

Ongoing discussion on the dock continued at the board of 
aldermen regular meeting on Thursday, May 9. Southport 
residents took part in a public meeting on April 30 to review 
different design concepts for the dock and provide input.

“The most popular was the pier and platform with no boat 
slips,” said Southport City Manager Bruce Oakley. “For boat 
slips we’d have to dredge, and dredging would take lots of 
time. The platform could be used for crabbing, fishing and 
observation.” 

Other aldermen agreed.
“Part of the reason I’m leaning towards the one that Bruce 

showed you, is that to pursue with the CAMA permit process, 
to do a floating dock we would most likely need to dredge and 
that slows the process,” said Alderman Karen Mosteller. “If 
the city decides at a later time to do slips or something else, 
we can submit permits for that at that time.”

Alderman Robert Tucker then made a motion, recom-
mending  option C3.3, a fixed dock rather than a floating 
dock. He later amended his motion to also include a kayak 
launch. The motion passed unanimously.
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Caswell Beach budget tackles flooding issue

Town considers stormwater fees

Santa Maria travels the Cape Fear Oak Island: $8M dune protection

Sand project
lining up for
this winter

Photos by Michael Paul

Nearly 200 Brunswick Community College graduation students wait Friday afternoon to enter 
Odell Williamson Auditorium for commencement.

By Michael Paul
Staff Writer

A student who returned to college 
more than 20 years after graduating 
from high school and a mother of 
three who received her high school 
equivalency diploma were among 
the 188 graduation students present 
Friday afternoon at the Brunswick 
Community College commencement 
inside Odell Williamson Auditorium.

In all, 366 graduation students in 
the Class of 2019 received degrees, 
diplomas or certificates. (Verification 
of graduation requirements occurs 
after commencement through the 

See BCC, page 10A

A message on the mortarboard 
from one of the BCC graduation 
students at commencement.
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$12 each  Available at The State Port Pilot office,114 E. Moore Street, Downtown Southport

COULD BE 
YOUR AD!

Call today to find how 
to get your service, sale, 

or event on the front page 
of The State Port Pilot!

910-457-4568
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A replica of Christopher Columbus’ Santa Maria  passed by Southport’s waterfront last Wednesday evening 
on its way to Port City Marina in Wilmington. The ship has been docked there for tours since May 9 and will 
leave May 19 to travel north to Yorktown, Virginia, for two days then further north to Massachusetts. If you 
missed the Santa Maria on its way up the Cape Fear River, check The State Port Pilot’s Facebook page for up-
dates on when it will pass by the Southport waterfront again.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Without making a final decision last 
Thursday, Caswell Beach town commis-
sioners appeared leaning toward keeping 
the property tax rate steady at 24-cents 
per $100 value for the fiscal 2020 year. 
The commission is also seriously consid-
ering a $50-per-lot stormwater fee to pay 
for a town-wide survey and engineering 
study.

Caswell Beach has an overall budget of 
about $1.6-million.

Town Administrator Chad Hicks told 
commissioners that overall real property 
values were up 14-percent since the last 
measure four fiscal years ago. He pro-
posed keeping the tax rate steady – in ef-
fect an overall increase – and dedicating 
new revenue for equipment needed by 
Public Works, including a pickup truck. 
He pledged staff would also repair dam-
aged beach access areas.

Hicks proposed a stormwater fee of 

$50 per lot, which would raise about 
$39,000 toward the stormwater study. 
He suggested charging the homeowners 
associations a flat fee of $100 each and 
exempting property valued at less than 
$15,000 per parcel.

Town employees would be eligible for 
up to a three-percent cost of living and 
merit pay adjustment, under the draft 
presented by the administrator. 

Recycling and waste
Commissioners continued a discus-

sion about recycling and solid waste. At a 
previous session, Commissioner George 
Kassler suggested that, nationally, about 
eight-percent of recyclables were actu-
ally being recycled, with most tossed into 
landfills or storage.

He asked that commissioners ponder 
whether it is worth the approximate in-
crease from $44,000 to $51,322 a year. 
Kassler said he’d like to see residents 
have direct contracts, rather than run-
ning the service through the town’s bud-

get.
Commissioner Dan O’Neill said he 

spoke with a state Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality official who assured 
him the vast majority of materials were 
being recycled in North Carolina. He said 
it is a healthy industry with rising costs.

Resident Janice Carter made a pitch 
to keep the recycling program, which 
covers about 758 houses, some of which 
have more than one container. “We’ve 
worked hard to educate people to recy-
cle,” she said.

Kassler said the expense amounted 
to two cents on the tax rate and that 
residents had the option of hauling recy-
clables to the Smithville District Park at 
Southport.

Commissioners briefly discussed but 
did not seem warm with a yearly fee for 
solid waste. Resident Bob Ahlers asked if 
the yard debris pickup could be expand-
ed from two to three times a year, and 
Hicks responded that it could with 

See Caswell Beach, page 11A

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Engineers, environmental 
specialists, planners and ge-
ologists have been working 
behind the scenes to secure 
state and federal funds, sand 
sources and permits for Oak 
Island’s next two beach im-
provement projects, engineer 
Johnny Martin told Town 
Council Tuesday.

Martin, of Moffatt and 
Nichol, reviewed multiple 
efforts to garner sand from 
Lockwood Folly Inlet, from 
hurricane emergency re-
imbursement and from the 
sea turtle project. The next 
sand will be a Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
(FEMA) and state-funded ef-

fort to rebuild turtle habitat, 
placing 600,000 to 700,000 
cubic yards from SE 63rd 
Street to 10th Place West, he 
said.

Martin said he expected 
$6-million from FEMA and 
$2-million from the state.

The work will create a dune 
capable of withstanding a 25-
year storm at current sand 
levels, he said. That is not to 
say that the new dune would 
last 25 years, only that it 
would be expected to resist 
an average level of wind and 
inundation.

Five pieces of strand
Engineers have divided the 

oceanfront eligible for sand 
into five sections: West End, 
See Oak Island, page 11A
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