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Oak Island rolls out the mat

Town, BPS improve beach accesses

Oak Island

Town seeks
sand grants
$4.5 million to rebuild dunes, berm

Candidates address
issues affecting city

By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

Southport candidates spoke on several issues Monday 
night, from aldermen agendas to the sale of the old sewer 
plant, at a candidate forum held in the Southport Commu-

nity Building, which was filled to capacity.
Mayoral candidates, incumbent Jerry Dove and challenger 

Joe Pat Hatem, spoke first. The two seemed to agree on what 
the priorities of the city are but disagreed on the handling of 
board meetings.

Dove and Hatem had opposing ideas on the length of pub-

lic comments. Dove said three minutes was effective and 
if people had more to say, they could come to his monthly 
meetings. Hatem said the period was too short and, if elect-
ed, he’d extend the time to five minutes.

When asked what each person considers the major tasks 
of the mayor, Dove said his role was to provide advice to city 

See Southport, page 12A

Southport

King of the kings

U.S. Open attracts record number of 497 boats

Nauti-Edition III wins top prize

Photo by John Muuss

The fishing team of the Nauti-Edition III holds the winning king mackerel weighing 36.60 pounds Saturday. 
The crew caught the fish Friday and held off a record number of participants to win the 2019 U.S. Open King 
Mackerel Tournament. Pictured are, from left, Joshua Carr, David Clem, Jeff Masnick and Robert Carr.

A record number of participants, 497 boats, battled for 
top prize in this year’s 41st annual U.S. Open King Mackerel 
Tournament held at the Southport Marina this past Friday 
and Saturday.

Capt. Robert Carr and crew aboard the Nauti-Edition III of 

Wilmington held off the field with a 36.60-pounder reeled in 
on Friday to win first place and $42,723 in total prize money. 
That includes the guaranteed $25,000 for the largest king 
category payout and another $17,723 for a first place payout 
for the tournament within a tournament.

The U.S. Open is hosted by the Southport-Oak Island 
Area Chamber of Commerce and more than $300,000 was 
awarded in prizes.

Carr and Nauti-Edition III team members Dave Clem, 
Joshua Carr and Jeffrey Masnick led the standings at the end 
of the day Friday but they knew there was another whole day 
of fishing ahead for Saturday.

It was a good feeling, but they were nervous knowing U.S. 
Open fishermen usually find bigger fish than the 36-pounder 
they had placed atop the leader board. However, no one did 
and Carr and crew celebrated Saturday afternoon as they were 

named the 2019 U.S. Open champions. It was the third small-
est winning fish in the history of the tournament but still it was 
a winner.

Although Nauti-Edition III won first place, the largest 
payout for the tournament was $72,324. That amount went 
to Fish Whistle of Oak Island as fisherman Wallace Trayah’s 
34.05-pound king took fifth place and a $1,500 prize. How-

ever, the crew racked up on various special category payouts.
Brandon Dean’s second place fish of 36.20 pounds caught 

Friday aboard Daddy Rabbit of Southport won $10,000 in 
prize money, and the crew claimed a total purse of $59,628 
after all of the tournament special category payouts. Jeff Smith 
of Frayed Knot II of Wilmington was in third place at the 
end of Friday’s round of fishing with a 34.70 pound king that 
was also able to maintain its standing through Saturday for a 
$12,089 total payout.

The largest king weighed on Saturday was the 34.70 pound 
fourth-place fish of Mark Richardson and the Fun Times crew 
of Seagrove.

Another hefty purse was claimed by Capt. Brant’s Fishing 
See U.S. Open, page 11A

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Getting to the beach at Oak Island just got 
a lot easier for those with physical limitations. 
The Oak Island Beach Preservation Society 
(BPS), working with the town, has installed a 
Mobi-Mat between the Oak Island Pier and 
801 Ocean event center.

The padded, non-slip surface is much easier 
to navigate than dry or wet sand and useful 
for wheelchair or cane users. It also has bright 
white lines to assist those with visual impair-

ments. Parents with strollers and beach-goers 
with carts will also find it convenient.

“This is the only thing like it on the whole 
beach,” said Richard Fortner, a BPS leader 
who walks with a cane.

BPS raised $2,500 for the mat, which is held 
in place by long metal staples. The mat is made 
from recycled plastic bottles and can be rolled 
up and stored when a storm approaches, but 
will be left in place otherwise.

The three-dimensional surface is designed to 
easily drain and be resistant to tears and ultra-

violet light. The concept arose two decades ago 
when the U.S. Marine Corps was looking for 
better ways to land expeditionary unit vehicles 
on beaches.

The town has also made substantial im-

provements to the 10th Place West access area. 
The paved lot there is for handicap-only park-

ing, and the gentle ramp to a shaded observa-

tion area is designed with wheelchair users in 
mind. There is ample room for wheelchairs 
and also several benches.

BPS is a private, non-profit group. To learn 
more, visit http://www.beachoki.org or email 
okibpsi@gmail.com.
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Walkers take advantage of the mobility 
mat installed last week that is designed 
for safer beach access for visitors with 
physical impairments.

Find your piece of heaven on the southern coast...

The Brunswick Beaches offer the dream 
of classic southern coastal living and 
exceptional value. Second home or primary 
residence, our agents can help you find your 
new relaxation station. 

319 N. Howe Street   |   Southport, NC 28461   |   (910) 363-4565   |   southerncoastagents.com

DOING MORE FROM FOR SALE TO SOLD.  
That’s the sign of a RE/MAX agent.™

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

After an unusually low-key 
“town hall-style” meeting 
with the public, Oak Island 
Town Council agreed to seek 
$4.5-million in grants to help 
rebuild dunes and create a 
recreational berm for the 
length of the ocean beach.

Council also approved a 
$25,000 performance guar-

antee for future sidewalks in 
phase one of the Pine Forest 
development and assignment 
of an ingress and egress ease-

ment on a lot in the King’s 
Lynn subdivision.

Katie Finnigan of Moffatt 
& Nichol briefly reviewed the 
grant request, which will be 
submitted next month to the 
National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation. The request is 
for $1.5-million this year and 
$3-million next year to help 
rebuild the dunes and berm 
destroyed by Hurricane Flor-

ence.
Finnigan said the town’s 

projects “are competitive be-

cause they’re shovel-ready.”
Staff expects to learn the 

outcome of the request in 
March 2020.

During the open discus-

sion, Rosalie Fairley thanked 
members of Council for their 
service to the town.

Rosanne Fortner gave up-

dates on the Beach Preserva-

tion Society, including the 
new mobility mat at Oak Is-

land Pier and the new evening 
lecture series.

Ed Drzewiecki asked about 
See Oak Island, page 8A
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