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Ferry back in service
By Alexandria Sands

Staff Writer

The Southport-Fort Fisher ferry is back in service as of 
Tuesday, October 1, after a ramp failure forced operations 
to cease for five weeks. The route resumed service on its fall 
schedule at 5:30 a.m.

The ramp was damaged August 27 after two cables snapped 
and the ramp crashed onto the ferry deck at an angle, denting 
one side. The metal was replaced.

Workers finished repairs on Monday with the installation 
of electric chain hoists at the Southport terminal. 

The North Carolina Department of Transportation met 
its aimed reopening date of Oct. 1 despite Hurricane Dorian 
passing through the area.

The electric chain hoists are temporary and will be replaced 
when a hydraulic ramp is installed at both terminals this win-
ter. The department had plans to replace the chain ramp sys-
tem before the damage occurred. 

During the upgrades, the ferry will close again for approxi-
mately six weeks, beginning January 6.

Pass holders may receive a 35-day extension or refund for 
the time of the outage. Those requests should be made via the 
NCDOT Contact Us app or in writing, either in person or by 
mail to the Southport Terminal at 1650 Ferry Road. Requests 
should include the commuter’s last name and the last four 
digits of the pass number.

Southport

Storm debris at Oak Island

Sports – 1C

U.S. Open

Top king
nets $25K 
to winner

Public works staff at Oak Island and Caswell 
Beach were busy Friday when massive amounts of 
vegetative and construction debris washed ashore. 
Large swaths of the beaches were covered with 
pieces of reeds and sargassum, along with boards, 
signs, posts and pieces of pilings, due to extreme 
astronomical tides. Officials in both towns assume 
the debris is from recent storms in the Outer 
Banks, Caribbean and mid-Atlantic. Town leaders 
said the town would pick up anything potentially 
dangerous, such as trees and lumber. The towns 
will not gather smaller pieces of natural detritus. 
(Photos contributed and by Lee Hinnant)

A preliminary design shows what the wastewater treatment plant could look like 
on Bethel Road.

By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

The decision for Southport to build its own 
wastewater treatment plant has resulted in a 
swirl of rumors, upset over rate hikes and un-
ease about its location, but city officials say the 
act is necessary for the community’s long-term 
needs.

Southport is currently 30% through the 
design phase of a new wastewater treatment 
plant that should suffice the city for decades.
Currently, the city is leasing sewer capacity 
from Brunswick County but that agreement is 
nearing expiration.

In preparation, Southport made plans to fi-
nance a $26-million expansion of the county’s 
wastewater treatment plant to provide the city 
with 750,000 gallons per day for the next 20 
years. But after some review, the city found 

that before the deal was up, it would need 
more volume than the expansion plan could 
provide.

If the city were to reach 80% of its capac-
ity, the state would declare a moratorium on 
Southport that would cease permits until work 
began on some kind of wastewater treatment 
development. Another expansion would cost 
the city millions more and require additional 
rate increases.

“With the county (expansion plan), we 
would be in that situation sooner rather than 
later,” said city manager Bruce Oakley.

Southport terminated the agreement with 
the county in April to build its own plant in-
stead. Both projects have been said to cost 
roughly the same amount, though there is yet 
to be a final estimate for the plant. That will 
depend on how much capacity it treats. Oakley 

See Southport, page 10A

The 41st annual U.S. Open 
King Mackerel Tournament, 
one of the largest king mack-
erel tournaments on the East 
Coast, is set for Oct. 3-5 at 
Southport Marina.

Whether you’re an angler 
or love the thrill of a good 
competition, everyone is 
invited to come take part in 
this fun event.

The U.S. Open is part of the 
SKA (Southern Kingfish As-
sociation) Tournament Trail 
and in 2018, the tournament 
attracted 432 boats and paid 
out over $280,000. 

The overall 2018 tourna-
ment winner was Capt. 
Dieter Cardwell, Mike Lundy, 
Kevin Alley, Ole and Alex 
Ferm from Winston-Salem 
fishing aboard Tide-
Line. Their total winnings 
were $108,216.

Fishing is held Oct. 4-5 at 
the Southport Marina, with 
registration on Thursday, 
October 3, from 10 a.m. until 
midnight. The first 425 boats 
registered will receive one 
Just Rigs Bag. 

The tournament has an 
all cash guaranteed prize 
structure that is not based 
on participation numbers. It 
pays 55 places in its primary 
prize category, including 
$25,000 for the largest king 
mackerel. There are also 41 
sponsors and 36 more who 
add supplementary cash 
prizes to the event.  

During the awards cer-
emony October 5, the Junior 
Angler Medals, sponsored 
by Dutchman Creek Bait and 
Tackle, are presented to all 
See U.S. Open, page 11A
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By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

The U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers has unveiled the early 
phase of a federal project that, 
if approved, would deepen 
the Cape Fear River shipping 
channel by about five feet to 
an average depth of at least 
47 feet.

Leaders from parts of Cas-
well Beach and Bald Head 
Island are wary about the 
idea and concerned that it 
could increase shore erosion. 
Conversely, Oak Island Town 
Manager David Kelly said the 
work could provide sand for 

some of the 9.5 miles of the 
town’s ocean beach.

Corps officials walked mu-
nicipal leaders through key 
points of the project last 
Thursday at a meeting in 
Wilmington. The N.C. State 
Ports Authority is paying for 
the study and planning under 
section 203 of the Water Re-
sources Development Act.

The Ports Authority and 
Corps say that existing chan-
nel conditions cannot ac-
commodate newer, larger 
container ships. They note 
that trans-oceanic ships built 
today are three times larger 

See Corps, page 12A
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