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SouthportFact check:
Campaign packet spotlights sewer,
but are the arguments true or false?

Training session

Cape Fear Regional Jetport

Firefighters get close to the flames

Mayors, aldermen, hospital board of trustees candidates are all on the ballot

Voters to decide municipal races Tuesday
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2019

10TH ANNIVERSARY

Inside: your guide to the 2019 Southport Wooden Boat Show

Brunswick County voters will go to the polls this Tuesday, 
November 5, to cast ballots for races that will decide local mu-
nicipal elections and members of the Dosher Hospital Board 
of Trustees and Southeast Brunswick Sanitary District Board 
of Commissioners. 

Voters can cast ballots early during one-stop absentee voting 
until Friday, November 1, at the Brunswick County Board of 
Elections Office at the Brunswick County Government Center, 
Building H, near Bolivia. There are no other early voting sites 
available for this election. Hours there are 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

If you are voting on Election Day, polls are open from 6:30 
a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Voters will go to their normal election pre-
cinct to cast ballots.

Ballots in two races list candidates who withdrew but too 
late to remove their names from the ballot: Robert Tucker is 

no longer a candidate for 
Southport Board of Alder-
men; and Claude Pope is no 
longer a candidate for Bald 
Head Island Village Council.

However, votes they re-
ceive will still count for them 
and are not transferable. 
Those candidates could still 
be declared winners if they 
get the most votes.   

Local voting precincts
Voters cast ballots at the following precinct locations:
• Southport 1 – The Brunswick Center, 1513 N. Howe 

Street, Southport. Southport 1 precinct includes areas east and 
north of Howe Street (N.C. 211) as well as Bald Head Island.

• Southport 2 – Brunswick Community College Southport 
Center, 705 N. Lord Street, Southport. Southport 2 precinct 
includes areas west and south of Howe Street (N.C. 211), com-
munities along Long Beach Road, Arbor Creek and a portion 
of St. James voters.

• Mosquito 2 – St. James Community Center, 4136 
Southport-Supply Road, St. James. Mosquito 2 encompasses 
the majority of St. James. 

• Boiling Spring Lakes – Boiling Spring Lakes precinct 
includes Boiling Spring Lakes and areas east of N.C. 87. The 
polling location is the Boiling Spring Lakes Community Center 
at 1 Leeds Road, Boiling Spring Lakes.

See Election, page 12A

By Alexandria Sands
Staff writer

Packets are being distrib-
uted door-to-door condemn-
ing the City of Southport’s 
controversial plans to build 
its own wastewater treatment 
plant and leave the Bruns-
wick County sewer system.

The decision has come 
under fire in recent weeks, 
despite it being unanimously 
approved by aldermen back 
in April. To move forward 
with the plans, the city had to 
terminate an agreement with 
the county to expand its West 
Brunswick Regional Waste-
water treatment plant. The 
$25-million project would 
have added 750,000 million 
gallons per day for the city’s 
use.

But after reevaluating the 
expansion with a third-party 
engineer, the city found it 
would need more capac-
ity than that in the coming 
decades. For an additional 
$440,000, Southport could 
build its own sewer plant 
that would provide 1 million 
gallons a day with the ability 
to expand.

The city’s plan has been 
criticized by several can-
didates in the upcoming 
Southport elections for not 
being as cost effective as has 
been claimed.

The distributed packet 
included campaign fliers 
from political candidates who 
oppose the plant: mayoral 
candidate Joe Pat Hatem and 
aldermen candidates David 

Miller, Eric King and Lowe 
Davis. Nelson Adams — who 
was not included — is on the 
side of a renegotiation with 
the county.

It is possible Southport 
could once again change 
directions and rejoin the 
regional system. In fact, for 
ethical reasons, the engineers 
for the city plant, Hazen and 
Sawyer, met with county 
officials last Friday to discuss 
whether the regional system 
was a more suitable option 
for the city. The engineers are 
reviewing that information 
and will soon present their 
conclusion to the city staff.

The State Port Pilot has 
addressed for accuracy each 
statement in a flier titled, 
“Why Southport Should Stay 
with County’s Sewer System,” 
that is included with the 
packets that have been circu-
lating in the community.

There are minor edits for 
clarity.

“The county’s sewer 
base rate for residen-
tial customers is $31.17 
lower (than the city’s).”

This is misleading. It is true 
the base rate for residential 
customers in the county 
sewer system is $31.17 lower 
— to be specific, it is $39 
for fiscal year 2019-20 — 
however, the base rates for 
Southport residents would 
be the same price if the city 
was still pursuing the county 
expansion.

The current sewer rates 
were explained at a budget 

See Sewer, page 6A

Daylight Saving Time will end this Sunday,
November 3. Don’t forget to set your

clocks back one hour at 2 a.m.

Photos by Lee Hinnant

Firefighters from three agencies attack flames from a simulated aircraft crash last Thursday at Cape Fear Re-
gional Jetport.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Twenty-two area firefighters got close to new certifications and 
even closer to searing, tall flames last week when Oak Island Fire 
Department teamed with other agencies to train responders on 
dealing with aircraft emergencies.

Cleveland Community College, working with Brunswick Com-
munity College (BCC), brought its specially modified King Air air-
plane body to Cape Fear Regional Jetport for hands-on exercises. 
Flames from propane-fueled simulators raced 20 feet or more in 
the air as responders learned how to attack the fire.

“We’re trying as best we can to simulate how to rescue occu-
pants from an aircraft and learn the best way to get out,” said Rob-
ert Marley, an instructor with Cleveland Community College. “We 
teach them how to push the fire away from the plane.”

Marley said the firefighters training came from Oak Island, New 
Hanover County and Wilmington departments.

Cape Fear Regional Jetport is one of the top-five busiest airports 
in the state, based on total takeoffs and landings. Having staff cer-
tified for emergencies is good for the community, said Oak Island 
Fire Chief Chris Anselmo.

While the intense flames attracted a lot of attention from pilots, 
drivers and airport workers, there was a lot more to learn, said 
Josh Kerlin, director of emergency services training at BCC.

Firefighters need to know what to do with emergencies involv-
ing the aircraft wheels and brakes, engine compartment, interior 

See Firefighters, page 14A
Part of the training included learning how 
to “bail out” or make a hasty escape.
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• Dosher welcomes Dr. Kevin Cahill, Board –Certifi ed, Fellowship and 
Harvard Trained Neurosurgeon, as the provider for our Spine Program

• Safe, effi cient techniques utilizing the latest technologies, close to home   
Call 910-356-6100 for more information

Minimally Invasive Spine Surgery
Now Offered at Dosher

http://stateportpilot.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6A&uuid=d2e83ab7-7fea-5cf0-99ed-8884739295ae
http://stateportpilot.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6B&uuid=d2e83ab7-7fea-5cf0-99ed-8884739295ae
http://stateportpilot.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4A&uuid=d2e83ab7-7fea-5cf0-99ed-8884739295ae
http://stateportpilot.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=13A&uuid=d2e83ab7-7fea-5cf0-99ed-8884739295ae
http://stateportpilot.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=d2e83ab7-7fea-5cf0-99ed-8884739295ae
http://stateportpilot.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1C&uuid=d2e83ab7-7fea-5cf0-99ed-8884739295ae
http://stateportpilot.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=12A&uuid=d2e83ab7-7fea-5cf0-99ed-8884739295ae
http://stateportpilot.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6A&uuid=d2e83ab7-7fea-5cf0-99ed-8884739295ae
http://stateportpilot.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=14A&uuid=d2e83ab7-7fea-5cf0-99ed-8884739295ae

