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Caswell Beach

New fire truck
goes into service

County: ferry should
go to the Authority

By Gary Pethe
Staff Writer

At their April 5 regular meeting, Brunswick County com-

missioners unanimously approved a resolution supporting 
acquisition of the Bald Head Island ferry transportation sys-

tem by the Bald Head Island (BHI) Transportation Author-

ity.
The Authority had sought support from commissioners 

for its purchase of the system from private owner Bald Head 
Island Limited LLC, a move contemplated by the state leg-

islature when it enacted the Ferry Transportation Authority 
Act in 2017.

Over the past four years, the BHI Transportation Author-

ity has engaged in meetings with governmental stakehold-

ers, private businesses, property owners and BHI residents 
regarding the potential acquisition of the ferry system by 
the Authority. The system includes the ferry vessels, barge, 
trams, terminal buildings, parking lots and related assets. 

On December 8, 2020, the Authority approved the asset 
purchase agreement and adopted a findings resolution re-

quired as a prerequisite for Local Government Commission 
(LGC) approval of a bond sale. Then on March 22 of this 
year, the Village of Bald Head Island expressed to the LGC 

See Ferry, page 7A

Bald Head Island

Oak Island

Service districts
spark concerns
Council listens to residents, makes
no decision on sand assessments

Southport Mayor Hatem: Visitors Center, City Hall to reopen June 1

Some summer events reinstated, festival up in air

Gift from an anonymous donor

Photos by Lee Hinnant

Firefighters and town officials inspect the new aerial ladder truck, which can reach spots such as the U.S. 
Coast Guard Station and N.C. Baptist Assembly at Fort Caswell.

Caswell Beach Mayor Deborah Ahlers checks out the fire truck 
which was supplied by an anonymous donor.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Last Thursday Caswell Beach town officials 
and Southport firefighters dedicated their 
new 75-foot ladder truck, which can reach 
the heights of the tallest condominiums, 
federal government structures, and the faith-
based retreat on the east end of Oak Island.

Southport Fire Department covers Caswell 
Beach and the east end of Oak Island. It 
took over when the former Yaupon Fire 
Department disbanded and now, Caswell 
has a public services building that houses 
firefighting equipment, public works and 
a Brunswick County Emergency Medical 
Services ambulance.

The department formally moved the new 
aerial ladder to the Caswell station last 
Thursday.

“It’s really a great addition to the depart-
ment and to the community,” said Southport 
Fire Chief Charles Drew. The 55-foot ladder 
truck currently stationed at Caswell Beach 
will go to the department’s Long Beach Road 
substation, near Surf  Cinemas.

Drew noted that firefighters had to cut 
away parts of the wall coverings in the 
Caswell Beach building to accommodate the 
new, larger ladder truck. With all its addi-
tions, the engine is worth about $450,000, 
he said. It has only 6,000 miles of service 

See Truck, page 9A

INSIDE: free copy of our 68-page spring Coast Magazine

By Gary Pethe
Staff Writer

Southport Mayor Joseph P. Hatem, MD announced on 
Monday that the city has developed a safe plan to host the 
Southport Summer Market, the Summer Concert Series, the 
Plein Air festival and other city co-sponsored events with 
the assistance of the Southport Department of Tourism and 
Communication and local civic organizations. Events are on 
schedule to resume in June with a smaller capacity.

Under the governor’s executive order, festivals, parades and 
mass gatherings are not allowed, so Hatem says that larger 

events are planned to take place after Labor Day. 
The N.C. 4th of July Festival Committee is planning to meet 

this week to review the mayor’s guidelines. Southport is the 
home of the North Carolina Fourth of July Festival, which 
took place virtually last year.

“The committee has a contingency plan in place, so we’ll 
need to figure out which parts of that plan can be initiated this 
year to adhere to the necessary public health initiatives,” said 
Karen Sphar, Executive Vice President of the Southport-Oak 
Island Chamber of Commerce, which serves as administrator 
for the annual 4th of July Festival. 

Barring negative developments with the COVID-19 pan-

demic, Southport will be on track to host fall and holiday 
events including the Wooden Boat Show and Winterfest with 
civic organizers working closely with the city to ensure that all 
safety guidelines are met. 

Some events for summer
Mayor Hatem said that several city facilities will open as 

of June 1 including the City of Southport Visitors Center, the 
Indian Trail Tree Meeting Hall and City Hall. Some outdoor 
programs will also be safely reinstated on a limited scale as 

See Southport, page 9A

Southport Fire Chief Charles Drew and the crew at the Caswell 
Beach satellite station dedicate the new tower truck that serves 
Caswell and Oak Island.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Oak Island Town Council 
listened to the concerns of 
residents and property own-

ers Tuesday evening as the 
town struggles to put togeth-

er a $40-million plan to add 
sand to the beach. Council 
made no decisions but is 
floating a concept to assess 
property owners in four dis-

tricts.
Council intends to take up 

the issue again at meetings 
on April 13 and 20, when the 
boundaries and assessments 
could be decided.

Under one option, ocean-

front property would be the 
first district. Areas on the sec-

ond row north to Davis Canal 
would be the second district. 
The third district would in-

clude property from roughly 
East Oak Island Drive to the 

Atlantic Intracoastal Water-

way, and the fourth district 
would be those parts of town 
on the mainland.

How much each district 
would pay is an open ques-

tion.
The numbers floated in-

cluded: one estimate of 
$6,800 a year for an aver-

age property in district one; 
$1,660 for district two; $532 
for district three; and $199 for 
district four. These are aver-

age values based on land only, 
and subject to change.

The assessments would be 
for four years.

Council ran other possibil-
ities through a spreadsheet 
and came up with different 
fees if there were to be a town-
wide property tax (on top of 
the existing four-cents). The 
town’s website has a spread-

sheet calculator (oakislandnc.
See Oak Island, page 10A
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