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Body found in connection 
with 24-year-old cold case

By Michael Paul
Staff Writer

A joint investigation by the North Carolina State Bureau 
of Investigation and the Boiling Spring Lakes Police Depart-
ment recently uncovered evidence that led to an arrest in a 
24-year-old cold case involving the disappearance of Timo-

thy Jason Smart in 1995. 
The BSLPD investigated the missing person 

case of Smart, but eventually the case ran cold.  
More than 20 years later, a local TV news sta-

tion, WWAY, reported on the unsolved case 
as part of their “#Unsolved” series that aired 
in May of 2018.  After the news story aired, 
an anonymous caller contacted the SBI and 
provided information that revitalized Smart’s 
case.  

Special Agents from the SBI’s Coastal District along 
with the BSLPD reopened the case. Officers from the BSLPD 
arrested Bryan O’Daniels on July 1 and charged him with 

See Lakes, page 3A

Boiling Spring Lakes

During the Military Appreciation Day fishing event

Four rescued after boat capsizes

Inside: your free copy of our 2019 fall Coast Magazine

Stranded at sea

O’Daniels

By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

Last Thursday’s Southport Board of Alder-

men meeting included discussion of sewer rate 
hikes, sudden removal of zoning map amend-

ments from the agenda, news that a grant for 
Taylor Field Park was denied and reflection on 
Hurricane Dorian.

Utility bills
At last month’s meeting, multiple residents 

spoke about struggling to pay their utility bills. 
Monthly sewer base rates jumped to $70.17 in 
July. The rise was due to two 35% rate increas-

es that were part of a three-year plan to pay for 
improvements to the water and sewer system, 
including a new wastewater treatment plant to 
be built on Bethel Road.

Aldermen Jim Powell made a motion that al-
dermen authorize city manager Bruce Oakley 
to develop a “utility payment and fundraising 

vehicle.”
“We want to make sure all our citizens will 

live without the threat of losing their ability to 
survive in our city,” Powell said.

Oakley said there had already been some 
discussion of the issue since the last meeting. 
The motion passed unanimously.

Afterward, residents Debbie Barnes and 
Jennifer Fontaine suggested the city lower the 
base rate and up the cost for usage.

“Conservation should be rewarded,” Fon-

taine said. “The people who use less should not 
be paying a very, very high flat fee.”

Yacht Basin rezoning
Three zoning map amendments scheduled 

for consideration were removed from the al-
dermen agenda at the start of the meeting.

The owners of the Yacht Basin establish-

ments were attempting to rezone four grassy 
lots from single-family residential to the busi-

See Southport, page 6A
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Residents stop in front of Southport Fire Department to remember 9/11. The 
343 boots spread on social media as people shared shots of the display through-
out the day. Our coverage of local 9/11 events is inside this edition.
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Soldier Jeremy Savage waves to family members waiting at Southport Marina. He and the crew were left 
clinging to an overturned boat 12 miles offshore for four hours Saturday before they returned to shore.
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Coast Guard and the Nauti Girl crew respond to the capsized boat Satur-
day. Nauti Girl was first to arrive at the location off the Cape Fear.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Soldier Steven Happel had to make 
a split-second decision.

Happel and three other men were 
fishing on a 19-foot center console 
skiff several miles out to sea Saturday 
when the boat suddenly began taking 
on water.

First, the bilge pump failed.
Then, Happel, an experienced 

boater, got a queasy feeling in 
his gut, unrelated to the four-
foot swells and 15-knot winds 
tossing the craft around.

“I knew something didn’t feel 
right,” Happel said.

So, he headed for the bow, 
grabbed four personal floata-

tion devices and handed them 

out. The skipper was making 
his third and final “Mayday” 
call for help on the marine VHF 
radio.

It was time to decide: should 
he grab his backpack or his per-

sonal flotation device (PFD)?

Happel made a quick decision and 
picked up his backpack.

It was this counterintuitive move 
that may have saved his life and the 
lives of three others.

As soon as he grabbed his bag, a 
wave washed all four men overboard 
and capsized the boat. The skipper 
had called for help but, according to 

rescuers, the position he broadcast 
was actually miles away from where 
they really were.

Now, they were stranded at sea, out 
of sight of land and other boats, strug-

gling to stay on top of a capsized boat 
as the weather gradually deteriorated. 
And Happel had nothing else to keep 

See Rescue, page 5A

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

It was show-and-tell day 
Tuesday, as the local Board 
of Elections, staff, Brunswick 
County commissioners and 
the public gathered around 
to see the latest technology in 
voting machines on display at 
the Leland Cultural Arts Cen-

ter.
Barring a change in state 

law, the current system of 
direct record electronic ma-

chines will not be usable after 
December 1. The state has 
certified three different sys-

tems.
“They’re all a little bit differ-

ent, but they all produce a pa-

per ballot,” said Patrick Gan-

non, spokesman for the state 
Board of Elections.

The contenders - Clear Ac-

cess, ES&S (Election Systems 
and Software) and Hart Inter-

Civic - set up shop Tuesday 
for 25-minute sessions held 
simultaneously for a total of 
three times in the morning. 
There was also an afternoon 
round of presentations, all 
attended by members of the 
state Board of Elections staff.

Vendors touted the merits 
of their respective machines. 
One representative highlight-
ed the compact size and easy 
setup of the machines. An-

other emphasized the speed 
See Election, page 12A
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