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Brunswick

Vaccine doses
raise concern
County upset with state
over allotment numbers

Controversial plant’s shutdown deemed good for environment, neighbors

Capital Power to cease operations by March 31

Rising up

By Gary Pethe
Staff Writer

In a January 31 letter to North Caro-

lina Department of Health and Human 
Services (NCDHHS) Secretary Mandy 
K. Cohen, MD, County Board of Com-

missioners Chairman Randy Thompson 
voiced commissioners’ concerns over the 
county’s allotment of COVID-19 vaccines. 
Thompson’s communication came after 
Cohen’s response to his January 8 letter 
to Governor Roy Cooper about this issue. 

Earlier last week, Thompson had been 
apprised by NCDHHS, and Cohen on 
January 27, that the state would work to 
increase vaccine access to counties with 
larger populations of persons over the age 
of 65. But it turned out not to be the case.

“You can imagine our shock and dis-

appointment the following day when we 
learned Brunswick County would only 
receive at a minimum 1,275 first doses for 
the next three weeks,” Thompson wrote. 
In the three weeks prior, providers in 
Brunswick County had been receiving an 
average of 1,717 first doses per week. 

“Even with the 300 doses providers are 
being sent from the set-aside allocations 
to support equity in the first week of Feb-

ruary, this still puts us behind what we 
were receiving before,” Thompson added. 
“We have to ask: What happened?”

He noted that Brunswick County has 
arguably the highest senior population 
in the state, relative to total population at 
32.6 percent. Most other counties in the 
state with a higher percentage of seniors 
have a total population ranging from 
10,000 to 35,000; Brunswick County’s 
total population is 143,000, making it a 
unique outlier according to Thompson.

“We all know the supply sent to North 
Carolina is too low and that you are trying 
to distribute it in a way that is fair and eq-

uitable. But it is hard for us to understand 
why a county that has worked so hard to 
do everything the state has recommended 
and more than meets the first criterion 
for set-aside allocations seems to have 
been cut short,” Thompson stated in his 
letter to Cohen. 

“We are also concerned that there are 
some counties in our state and region that 
still seem to receive more vaccine because 
they have a larger total population than 
Brunswick County, but have fewer se-

niors when factoring for age,” he added.
Thompson reiterated that Brunswick 

County is demonstrating an exceptional 
display of partnership with its hospitals 
and federally qualified health centers to 
pool vaccines, staffing, and resources to 
provide a mass vaccination clinic to coun-

ty residents - a clinic that could easily 
increase capacity for more appointments. 

See County, page 5A

Brunswick County

Single COVID cluster linked to two county schools
By Gary Pethe

Staff Writer

Last Friday Jessie Mae Monroe and Union 
elementary school students transitioned to 
100% remote learning due to an increase in 
COVID-19 activity. According to a school sys-

tem spokesperson, while the source is not the 
school, Brunswick County Health Services has 
identified a COVID-19 cluster in the communi-
ty that has a direct impact on both schools. A 

cluster is a link between five or more confirmed 
positive individuals. 

As of Tuesday, February 2, the combined 
number of students at both schools in quaran-

tine because of exposure to positive cases was 
149. The clusters at both schools were linked to 
the same outside community source. 

Custodial crews and Serve Pro deep cleaned 
the school buildings last weekend as an added 
precaution to ensure that there is no further 
impact from the virus at this time. Staff re-

turned to the buildings on Monday, February 
1, to continue remote instruction from class-

rooms. In-person instruction for students is 
expected to resume Tuesday, February 16.  

As of February 2, within the school system 
the number of active, positive cases currently 
in quarantine is 47. These include one at Bel-
leville Elementary, two at Bolivia Elementary, 
seven at Jesse Mae Monroe Elementary, seven 
at North Brunswick High, two at Shallotte 

See COVID, page 10A

Caswell Beach

Stormwater
project begins

Major effort to install
large infiltration basins

Photo by Lee Hinnant

Hickman Utilities crews excavate sand behind Caswell’s primary dune line to prepare for placement of infiltration basins.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

More than three years in the making, 
Caswell Beach’s stormwater improvement 
project is taking shape as crews make room 
for infiltration basins in the sand near the 
Oak Island Lighthouse.

It’s a major effort that involves closure of 
the larger of the two lighthouse parking ar-

eas, as well as the west side parking area next 
to Town Hall. Drivers should also anticipate 
minor delays along a short section of Caswell 

Beach Road.
Hickman Utilities is the lead contractor 

excavating a space between Caswell Beach 
Road and the primary dune line. There, 
workers will install three 245-foot-long infil-
tration basins that will have stone, a geo-tex-

tile liner and 35 barrel-like structures to hold 
and drain rainwater into the sand.

Mayor Deborah Ahlers said the town had 
struggled with the project, particularly when 
the state Department of Transportation 
promised a $500,000 grant, then last year 

See Caswell, page 12A

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

A controversial electric power plant in 
Southport will cease all operations by the 
end of March, a spokeswoman for CPI 
USA confirmed. Also known as Capital 
Power, CPI ran an 88-megawatt genera-

tor at the north end of Southport.
The plant burned old tires, wood waste 

(including old railroad ties) and coal to 
generate electricity and steam for the 
nearby Archer Daniels Midland (ADM) 
citric acid plant. 

CPI first stirred controversy in 2017 
when a malfunction spewed fine ash and 
soot across several residential neighbor-

hoods. In 2019, state environmental reg-

ulators sought to tighten restrictions on 
the plant’s discharges of wastewater and 
storm water.

Residents, environmental groups and 
local officials were surprised to learn 
then that CPI was routinely discharging 
cooling water that also came in contact 
with bottom ash from the boilers. The 
Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) eventually issued more restrictive 

permits although local government offi-

cials and environmental groups wanted 
the permits denied.

CPI’s issues, however, went beyond 
wastewater and stormwater discharges. 
The company’s air quality permit was 
up for review late last year and people 
concerned about the plant braced them-

selves for another round of public hear-

ings.
Since 2016, CPI operated under a spe-

cial order of consent (SOC) from DEQ. 
The agency fined the plant a total of 

See Capital Power, page 12A
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