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New billing practices
net $3-million boost

By Terry Pope
Associate Editor

In just five months, Dosher Memorial Hospital has un-
covered $1.65-million in benefits it would not have collected 
without the help provided under a recent consulting contract 
with RSM US.

For years, Dosher has been experiencing low cash collec-
tions without understanding the root cause. Last summer, 
trustees agreed to bring in RSM US to examine every aspect 
of the hospital’s finances. Dosher’s target goal was $2-mil-
lion in added benefits by the end of July.

“We’ll end up significantly above that number,” Randy 
Notes of RSM US told trustees last week. “We expect you to 
blow this out of the water. It’ll be closer to $3-million by the 
time July rolls around.”

From September to December, Dosher added $1,192,397 
in collections that it would not have netted under prior bill-

See Dosher, page 5A

Dosher Hospital

Boiling Spring Lakes faces long-term financing plan to restore Big Lake

City’s share of dam project: $14.1-million
By Michael Paul

Staff Writer

During the Boiling Spring Lakes Board of Commissioners 
Feb. 2 meeting at City Hall, City Manager Jeff Repp informed 
the commissioners about the latest repair estimates for San-
ford Dam, Pine Lake Dam, North Lake Dam and Upper Dam, 
which equal $32,812,884. 

The city’s share would be $14,193,116. By comparison, the 

city’s tax levy last year amounted to $1,240,216. The dams were 
destroyed by flooding in 2018 by Hurricane Florence.

These costs are “still tentative, pending FEMA approval,” 
according to a note on a chart that projected the costs, which 
are based on engineer’s 90% estimate of probable construction 
cost. 

Sanford Dam’s projected cost is $28,046,648, of which the 
city’s share of the projected cost is $13,204,124.

“This is going to be a complicated financing,” Repp said, 

“since we have 36 months worth of construction that we’re 
probably looking at, if not a little bit more. All the money does 
not have to be borrowed up front. … We’ll probably be borrow-
ing on a 12-month basis ‘x number of dollars’ to cover construc-
tion for that 12 months.”

The construction cycle is independent of filling the dams with 
water.

“Probably six months after that, actually impounding the 
See Lakes, page 10A

Lunch is served

St. James Town Council

Several options eyed for recycling
By Gary Pethe

Staff Writer

St. James Town Manager Edward 
Dickey presented current recycling op-
tions and costs to Town Council mem-
bers at the February 3 regular meeting. 
He reiterated that recycling costs repre-
sent 10% of the St. James annual town 
budget, and that recycling costs have 
increased approximately $100,000 – or 
65% – in the past three years. 

After discussing six different options 
for handling future recycling services, he 
presented what staff members feel are 
the three best choices:

1. St. James modifies its curbside ser-
vice contract with Green For Life (GFL), 
the recycling contractor. Materials would 
be collected once a month, including 

glass, cans and paper. Plastic would not 
be collected, Dickey noted, so as not to 
fill up the bin as quickly. Plastic can still 
be recycled at various countywide recy-
cling locations. Cost to the town under 
this option would be about $224,237 
annually. That compares to the estimat-
ed $295,245 the town would pay by ex-
tending the current recycling program 
through the 2021-2022 budget year. 
Residents desiring additional collection 
containers would pay $81 per year in 
advance to GFL for an additional recycle 
bin, and $104 per year for an additional 
garbage bin.

2. The town bills residents for curb-
side service. The current quote for every 
resident would be $6.55 per-month or 
$78.60 per-year for biweekly pickup. The 
Town would contract with a third-party 

vendor for billing, with an estimated cost 
between $3,000 and $5,000 per month 
or $36,000 to $60,000 per year. St. 
James would also need to hire another 
part-time employee to process payments 
that are mailed in or paid online, which 
would cost the Town approximately 
$25,000 per year. The total estimat-
ed cost to Town would be $61,000 to 
$85,000 per year.

3. St. James discontinues the contract 
with GFL: Residents who wish to con-
tinue bi-weekly curbside recycling would 
sign up with GFL directly. The cost to 
each resident for this service would be 
$13.97 per month or $167.64 per year. 
St. James could also provide one card-
board collection container with this op-
tion, which would cost the town $72,000 

See St. James, page 10A
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Seawatch developer
denied extension

Find your piece of heaven on the southern coast...
The Brunswick Beaches offer the dream 
of classic southern coastal living and 
exceptional value. Second home or primary 
residence, our agents can help you find your 
new relaxation station. 

319 N. Howe Street   |   Southport, NC 28461   |   (910) 363-4565   |   southerncoastagents.com

DOING MORE FROM FOR SALE TO SOLD.  
That’s the sign of a RE/MAX agent.™

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Residents, business owners 
and other members of the 
public may ask questions and 
express their views about the 
proposal for an independent 
state authority to purchase 
the Bald Head Island ferry 
system during a Zoom meet-
ing on Wednesday, February 
17, beginning at 9:30 a.m.

In December, after three 
years of negotiations, the 
Bald Head Island Transpor-

tation Authority announced 
it struck a deal with develop-
er Bald Head Island Limited 
to acquire the ferries, barge, 
tugboat, trams and terminals 
for $47.75-million. Created 
by a 2017 state law, the Au-
thority is tasked with making 
the only practical pathway to 
the island a public entity. The 
concept grew from the need 
to settle the estate of the late 
George Mitchell, developer of 
the island, who has at least 10 
heirs. Mitchell, a Texas oil-
See Bald Head, page 3A

Bald Head Island

Ferry hearing set

Photo by Morgan Harper
A group of pelicans wait patiently for some scrumptious scraps down at Potter’s Seafood on Saturday. 
While some stayed right where they were, hopeful for seconds, the six or seven others flew back and forth 
into the Yacht Basin water while making the most of a dreary and rainy morning.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Oak Island Town Council 
unanimously denied a devel-
oper’s request for a three-year 
extension on vested rights 
for plans for a marina and 
subdivision at the portion of 
Seawatch at Sunset Harbor 
within the town’s zoning ju-
risdiction.

Seawatch, originally devel-
oped by Mark Saunders, is a 
2,800-plus acre development 
off N.C. 211 along the Atlan-
tic Intracoastal Waterway 
(AICW). About 829 acres is 

within the extra-territorial 
zoning jurisdiction of Oak Is-
land; the rest is under Bruns-
wick County’s development 
rules.

The issue was whether to 
extend development rights 
for a marina and one of sever-
al planned subdivisions.

Seawatch is considered a 
“zombie development.” More 
than a decade after initial per-
mits were issued, there are 
less than three dozen actual 
houses. Many other property 
owners are essentially land-
locked from their lots, either 
See Oak Island, page 8A
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