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South Brunswick home to county’s top teacher, principal

Category 2 hurricane brushes coast; tornado rips through some communities

Little damage left behind from Dorian

Justin Garza serves as 
role model for students

For Hodges, every
student has a story

By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

When South Brunswick High School principal 
Michael “Chip” Hodges shakes each student’s hand 
as they walk across the stage in their light blue caps 
and gowns, stories cross his mind for almost every 
member of the graduating class.

When he looks at some, he thinks of their academic 
or athletic achievements; when he congratulates oth-

ers, he remembers the obstacles they had to overcome 
to get to this moment.

On the first day of school this year, the first student 
to walk in the building told Hodges he had clocked 
out of his job at 2 a.m., just five hours before the bell 
rang for the first period.

“Everybody’s story is not the same,” he said, “and 
when he walks across that stage at the end of the year, 
I’m going to probably think about what he told me 

See Hodges, page 3A

South Brunswick High princi-
pal Chip Hodges is the coun-
ty’s Principal of the Year.

South Brunswick Middle’s 
Justin Garza is the county’s 
Teacher of the Year.

By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

As South Brunswick Middle School’s physical edu-

cation and health teacher jogs on Cougar Road before 
the bell rings for first period, you’d never expect he 
was the kid who was once bullied for being over-

weight. But when Justin Garza was in eighth grade, 
he was 238 pounds. 

Today, these glimpses of his old self are not a secret 
he keeps from his students. He’s not afraid to say, 
“I’ve been there.”

“With any relationship, if you show those vulner-

abilities, people are more likely to open up to you,” he 
said.

Garza can easily connect to his middle schoolers, 
and not just the ones struggling with their weight. 
Having grown up in a “dysfunctional household,” 
Garza understands what kids can be going through—

See Garza, page 5A

Brunswick County coast

Turtle nests hit hard by tides
By Lee Hinnant

Staff Writer

Extreme high tides and overwash from Hur-

ricane Dorian hit remaining sea turtle nests 
hard, but volunteers are optimistic that all’s 
not lost from what has been a record-setting 
season for the popular reptiles.

Other reports of distressed wildlife includ-

ing small mammals being stranded or blown 
out of their nests in unusually high numbers.

On Caswell Beach, volunteers braved high 
winds and waves to ferry sea turtle hatchlings 
from a nest across the broad tidal pools cre-

ated by king tides just before the storm hit. 

Between the tides and storm, the remaining 
six or so nests were inundated by sand and 
water, reported Caswell Beach Sea Turtle 
Protection Coordinator Susan Holbrooks.

After the storm passed, volunteers relocated 
nests and groomed them to remove about two 
feet of sand blown onshore. “We may have 
more hatchlings but I don’t expect much,” she 
said. “We did the best that we could.”

Holbrooks asked beach-goers to be on the 
lookout for any stray sea turtles that may have 
emerged unnoticed and headed toward the 
dune instead of the beach. To report sightings, 
call the Oak Island Recreation Center at 

See Turtles, page 8A

Find your piece of heaven on the southern coast...

The Brunswick Beaches offer the dream 
of classic southern coastal living and 
exceptional value. Second home or primary 
residence, our agents can help you find your 
new relaxation station. 

319 N. Howe Street   |   Southport, NC 28461   |   (910) 363-4565   |   southerncoastagents.com

DOING MORE FROM FOR SALE TO SOLD.  
That’s the sign of a RE/MAX agent.™

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Crews in Oak Island and Bald Head 
Island continued cleanup efforts Tuesday 
in the wake of Hurricane Dorian, blamed 
for at least three deaths in North Carolina 
and at least 50 - possibly many more - in 
the Bahamas.

No serious injuries were reported in 
Brunswick County, although there was 
considerable damage to homes in the The 
Farm in Carolina Shores, Crow Creek 
and along parts of U.S. 17. Authorities 
confirmed the area was struck Thursday 
by a tornado.

On Bald Head Island, ferry service was 
back to normal by Sunday, and crews 
worked through the weekend to removed 
downed trees from roads and public 
property. At one point, North Bald Head 
Wynd was 80-percent blocked by trees.

Bald Head residents are asked to put 
vegetative debris beside the road and not 
block utilities or communications equip-

ment. Those who run out a safe space to 
pile limbs may contact the Village and 
request a work order.

Officials said crews may be cleaning up 
secondary streets the rest of the week, if 
needed. Mulch is available at no charge at 
the Timber Creek Site near the boat and 
trailer storage area off North Bald Head 
Wynd.

Caswell Beach reported no structural 
damages and it was not necessary for the 

See Dorian, page 10A
Photo by Michael Boswell

Oak Island resident Michael Boswell snapped several photos of the high waves at Oak Island Pier as Hurricane Dorian ap-
proached Thursday afternoon as a Category 2 storm. More stories and photos are included in this week’s edition.

Photo by Lee Hinnant

Mark Tinsley, owner of Oak Island Auto Wash, surveys the damage from Hurri-
cane Dorian. Tinsley has had the business since 2015 and never experienced such 
destruction from previous more powerful storms.
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