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Mayor Hatem signs new COVID-19 proclamation effective immediately

Face coverings now required in Southport

Photo contributed

Emma Youngs lifts a fawn to safety from the 
flooded rifle range pit last Wednesday. 

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Charlotte teenager Emma 
Youngs was on vacation with 
her family last week when she 
got a jump-start on her pre-
ferred career as a veterinarian 
and rescued a fawn trapped 
in deep water. The 14-year-
old waded into a dark, stag-
nant pond and lifted a baby 
deer fighting for its life.

Mike Youngs and his family 
have vacationed at Caswell 
Dunes every year since 2011. 
This season he brought his 
wife, two daughters and 
mother to a third-level con-
dominium that overlooks a 
grassy field and the Atlantic 
Ocean.

Periodically, they spotted a 
doe and several fawns at Cas-
well Greens, particularly near 
the WW I-era rifle pit that 
abuts Oak Island Golf Course. 
The concrete structure, circa 
1918, was part of a larger 
marksmanship training 

See Fawn, page 9A

Caswell Beach rifle range

Distressed fawn gets helping hand

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Engineers for Oak Island have negotiated 
a better price for the sand placement project 
scheduled to begin this winter. Great Lakes 
Dredge and Dock agreed to lower its mobiliza-
tion price by $250,000, putting the total price 
tag at $15.65-million.

Town Council agreed to the contract at its 
regular meeting June 10. 

The base project, from SE 63rd Street west 
to 19th Place East, will put down 530,000 cu-
bic yards of sand. The town expects to receive 
a substantial amount of money for the work 
from the federal government. The state has 
already promised $3.15-million.

To take advantage of the mobilization, the 
town added two extra stretches of beach to 
Middleton Avenue that will receive 226,000 
cubic yards of sand, bringing the grand total 
to 756,000 cubic yards, said Johnny Martin of 
the firm Moffatt and Nichol. For comparison, 
a standard dump truck would hold about 10 
cubic yards.

Oak Island has the permits to take the sand 
from a part of Jay Bird Shoals, just south of the 

Western Bar Channel off Caswell Beach.
The idea is to build a dune seven feet tall (el-

evation +13.5-14.5 feet) and six feet wide, with 
beach grass, or sea oats, planted on the crest 
and back slope. Construction must be finished 
by April 30, 2021, in order to avoid sea turtle 
nesting season.

A representative of Great Lakes said the 
penalty for each day beyond the deadline was 
$4,000.

Contractors will be required to rake the first 
three-to-six inches of sand in some places to 
remove existing rocks placed there inadver-
tently during a sea turtle habitat project in 
2001. The new project’s starting point - SE 
63rd Street - is where last year’s sand place-
ment from the shipping channel maintenance 
stopped. That same project also put sand on 
Caswell Beach, except for its extreme east end, 
which lacks public access so it doesn’t qualify 
for publicly funded projects.

Lockwood Folly
Martin said work on the badly shoaled Lock-

wood Folly Inlet was finished. It included two 
visits by the side-cast dredge Merritt and a 

See Oak Island, page 13A

Oak Island agrees to contract

Price for winter sand project
now stands at $15.65-million

Coronavirus coverage
Housing market feels impact – 8A
New listings, units sold and total sales in 
Brunswick County saw a decline in May.

County offers assistance – 7A
Commissioners set aside $200,000 to help 
residents in need pay their utility bills.

Above: Downtown Southport shop-
pers and visitors on Tuesday for the 
most part were following the mayor’s 
proclamation that requires wearing 
of face masks in public places.

Photo by Alexandria Sands

Right: The city’s electronic billboard 
on North Howe Street informs the 
public Tuesday of Southport’s new 
face covering requirement.
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By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

Face coverings are now a 
requirement in the City of 
Southport.

Mayor Joseph P. Hatem 
signed a revised proclama-
tion of the state of emergency 
on June 22 declaring all peo-
ple must wear face coverings 
within the city’s jurisdiction.

Effective as of Monday at 
5 p.m., the order will remain 
in place until modified or re-
scinded.

“In public health, we use 
science to help guide us in 
policy decisions and also to 
verify the decisions we have 
made,” said Hatem, who is a 
physician at Dosher Memori-
al Hospital. “It has been rec-
ommended by public health 
officials for months to wear 
a face covering when you are 
out in public to prevent the 
transmission of COVID-19.”

Southport Police Chief 
Todd Coring said officers are 
not out writing tickets, but the 

department will respond on a 
case-by-case basis. Officers 
are educating people about 
the new order while on patrol.

The mandate applies to any 
person when they are or will 
be in contact with other peo-
ple, besides household mem-
bers, in places where social 
distancing is not being fol-
lowed. These spaces include 
businesses, parking lots and 
sidewalks.

People should still maintain 
social distances while wear-
ing face coverings, the procla-
mation advises.

Face coverings must go 
over the nose and mouth. The 
order lists bandanas, neck 
gaiters, homemade masks, 
scarves and cotton T-shirts as 
acceptable examples.

The order is not required 
while exercising outdoors or 
walking with members of the 
same household, as long as a 
distance is kept from others.

The proclamation also re-
quires businesses to post a 

See Masks, page 10A

County exceeds 360 cases
By Alexandria Sands

Staff Writer

Brunswick County has surpassed 360 cases of COVID-19, 
of which 182 were active as of Tuesday and spread across 
146 homes and four hospital rooms.

The numbers continue to rise significantly since the start 
of the month. Since June began, Brunswick County Health 
Services has identified more than 200 residents who re-
ceived positive test results for COVID-19; this is a 177% 
increase between June 2 and June 19.

Although expanded testing is a factor, the county is also 
attributing the spike to fewer people using face coverings 
and practicing social distancing. The county’s health ser-
vices found it is common for several households to gather 
and later at least one person who was at the event tests 

See Cases, page 10A
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