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St. James council:

Brunswick coast

House bans 
oil drilling
Bill moves to Senate for vote

Duke seeks renewal
of nuclear plant license
Duke Energy has announced it will seek to renew the op-

erating licenses of the 11 reactors it operates at six nuclear 
stations in the Carolinas for an additional 20 years. This in-
cludes the 1,870 megawatt twin units at Brunswick Nuclear 
Plant near Southport.

“Our nuclear power plants have safely and reliably pro-
vided electricity to our Carolinas customers for decades,” 
said Preston Gillespie, Duke Energy’s chief nuclear officer. 
“These plants generate clean and cost-effective power, pro-
vide thousands of well-paying jobs, and produce substantial 
economic benefits for the Carolinas. Renewing the licenses 
of these plants is important for our customers, communities 
and environment.” 

The first Duke Energy nuclear power plants will approach 
the end of their current operating licenses in the early 2030s. 
Rigorous, ongoing preventive maintenance programs across 
the nuclear fleet and technology upgrades and investments 
over the years at all stations have contributed to their con-
tinuing strong operating performance. In 2018, Duke En-
ergy’s nuclear fleet marked its 20th consecutive year with a 
fleet capacity factor – a measure of reliability – greater than 
90%. 

The company expects to submit the license renewal ap-
See Duke, page 10A
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Brunswick County Board of Elections

Turtle program hatches young stalwart

New voting machines are tallied
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Oak Island Sea Turtle Protection Program volunteer Karen Babounakis works 
with Oliver Horton to protect one of the remaining nests from the 2019 season.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Of the hundreds of sea 
turtle protectors along the 
Brunswick County coast, 
Oliver Horton is among the 
most enthusiastic, knowl-
edgeable - and youngest. At 
age 8, when many boys beg 
to visit the arcade, pier, putt-
putt course and ice cream 
stand on their beach vaca-
tion, Horton is happiest serv-
ing with the Oak Island Sea 
Turtle Protection Program.

Oliver and his family from 
Raleigh visit Oak Island every 
year for two weeks, usually 
staying in the same house 
off West Beach Drive. His 
mother, Sandra, said Oliver 
developed a keen interest in 
sea turtles when he was four 
years old.

He taped a note to one of 
the posts marking sea turtle 

See Horton, page 8A

By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

The N.C. 211 widening project has been temporarily sus-
pended, along with about 900 other statewide projects, due to 
funding issues that partly stem from hurricanes over the past 
few years.

The N.C. Department of Transportation (NCDOT) had to halt 
the lengthy list of projects on August 30 to maintain the mini-
mum cash balance that’s required by law. The department’s 
funds have taken hits from Hurricanes Florence and Michael 
as well as other natural disasters and Map Act settlements, ac-
cording to a memo by NCDOT. Hurricane Dorian had yet to 
pass through the state when the decision was made.

“We’ll probably never see 211 widened,” said St. James Mayor 
Pro Tem David DeLong at the town’s work session Thursday. “I 
suspect it’s going to be years before they get sufficient funds.” 
DeLong is tasked with observing the widening project for St. 

See St. James, page 10A

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Environmental groups are 
lobbying the U.S. Senate to 
follow the House’s lead and 
pass legislation that would 
ban offshore oil drilling in the 
Atlantic and Pacific oceans 
and the eastern portion of the 
Gulf of Mexico.

Recently, a bipartisan effort 
saw passage in the House of 
the Coastal and Marine Econ-
omies Protection Act (HR 
1941) and the Protecting and 
Securing Florida’s Coastline 
Act (HR 205).

Passage of the bills followed 
an appropriations bill vote 
in early summer that blocks 

funding for new offshore 
drilling in fiscal 2020.

“All North Carolinians 
should be proud of the ac-
tions of the U.S. House of 
Representatives,” said Randy 
Sturgill, local campaign or-
ganizer at Oceana, in a pre-
pared statement. “The coast 
of North Carolina is a step 
closer to keeping the dirty and 
dangerous business of off-
shore drilling off our beaches 
and The Atlantic as a whole.” 
Sturgill added, “We have too 
much to lose and nothing to 
gain by handing our pristine 
ocean waters over to the oil 
industry.

“The opposition to this 
See Ban, page 10A

‘We’ll probably never 
see (N.C.) 211 widened’
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Kids enjoyed hands-on fun and watched demonstrations at the Southport-Oak Island Kiwanis Club’s Big Toy 
Day Saturday at the Cape Fear Regional Jetport off Long Beach Road. More coverage of the event is on page 1B.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

A divided Brunswick County Board 
of Elections has recommended that the 
county test and eventually purchase the 
Hart InterCivic Verity Print voting sys-
tem, one of three contenders sanctioned 
by state officials.

Board members, elections staff, county 
commissioners and members of the pub-
lic watched demonstrations of all three 
systems last week. On Friday, the board 
voted in the majority to recommend the 

Hart InterCivic system over Clear Access 
and ES&S (Election Systems and Soft-
ware).

Chairman Boyd Williamson and mem-
bers Edward Lewis and Rebecca Willis 
voted to recommend Hart InterCivic; 
members Stuart Smith and Randy Pel-
ton voted “no.”

The current direct record electronic 
machines cannot be used after Decem-
ber 1. All of the approved newer systems 
employ paper ballots marked by the 
voter.

Voters and poll workers will test the 

new system during Election Day voting 
Tuesday, November 5, at the Oak Island 
1 precinct, located at Ocean View United 
Methodist Church.

The board’s recommendation goes to 
the Brunswick County Board of Commis-
sioners at its regular October 7 meeting.

Assuming the test goes well, the plan is 
to purchase ballot stations and a tabula-
tor for each of the 25 precincts, plus some 
spares in case of a malfunction. Hart In-
terCivic is offering the county a 30% dis-
count if it purchases the system by the 

See Elections, page 12A
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Our patients are at the center of everything we do. As one of the highest ranking hospitals in the state for 
patient experience,* it’s reassuring to know that you feel you are receiving the care you deserve.  
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