
April 6, 2022April 6, 2022

$1.00
Published Wednesdays

in Southport,
North Carolina

stateportpilot.comstateportpilot.com

              THE STATE PORT THE STATE PORT PILOT
A Good Newspaper in a Good Community

Southport  •  Oak Island  •  Boiling Spring Lakes  •  St. James  •  Caswell Beach  •  Bald Head Island  •  Eastern Brunswick County

facebook.com/thestateportpilottwitter.com/StatePortPilot

Find us on facebook

INSIDE Obituaries ............6A
Classifieds ...........12B

Pets ................... 8B
Opinion ............. 4A

Tides ................. 15A
Our Town .......... 2A

Police reports ..... ..9A
Sports ................. .11A

Southport Town Hall

Inside: Your free copy of our Coast magazine spring edition

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer

On February 10, a cat named Charlie was 
dropped off at Brunswick County Sheriff’s 
Animal Protective Services after he was 
picked up as a stray on Ocean Isle Beach. 

That might have been the end of this cat 
tale, but it ended up taking a few turns to find 
its happy ending.

Shelter staff took the cat in, and noticed that 
Charlie didn’t seem like the typical stray. He 

appeared relatively healthy and not very feral, 
indicating someone owned and cared for 
Charlie. Animal care technician Emily Beard 
followed protocol and searched for a micro-
chip in Charlie to find out more information 
about the shelter’s new visitor. Beard eventu-
ally found the microchip, but the information 
didn’t provide the immediate answers she 
was hoping for.  

“When I called the microchip compa-
ny, they gave me the woman’s daughter’s 
information,” Beard said. “I tried calling and 

I couldn’t get through to anybody so I sent 
an email, which was actually linked to her 
mother. I left a number, telling her we think 
we found her cat.”

Beard received a call back a short time later 
from a woman who said Charlie went missing 
in August 2021 – from his Charlotte home. 

Nobody could figure out how Charlie, who 
was a house cat, got out – or how he ended up 
hundreds of miles away at Ocean Isle Beach. 

“They thought somebody had taken him, 
See Charlie, page 7A

Found in Ocean Isle Beach six months after he went missing

Charlie the cat reunited with his Charlotte family

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer

When disasters strike, first responders rely on the abil-
ity to communicate and disseminate information to the 
public.

Military Ocean Terminal Sunny Point area first re-
sponders recently got an inside look at the latest innova-
tion in the ongoing efforts to keep lines of communica-

tion open during emergencies. 
FirstNet, a joint project between AT&T and the federal 

government, was designed to deploy, operate, maintain 
and improve high-speed wireless broadband for public 
safety organizations. The mobile internet hotspot pro-
vides first responders with a secure, interoperable com-
munications platform that allows them to make quick 
decisions in emergency situations. 

“It’s that tool in our toolbox that lets us keep going 
during those times of emergency,” Sunny Point Fire Chief 
Michael Scott said. “It provides consistent communica-
tions to my first responders. In a time of emergency, you 
can have an issue with communication, and this is going 
to make sure that backbone is still there and we’re still 

See Sunny Point, page 7A

Military Ocean Terminal Sunny Point is testing site

FirstNet provides added layer of protection
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Thomas Nicolette, a section chief for FirstNet, 
demonstrates the communications equipment 
being tested at Sunny Point.

Blessing of the Fleet
Residents fear

Indigo’s impact

Crews are working this week to add sand from the 2300 
block to the 1300 block of West Beach Drive. After that, they 
plan to enhance other areas on the east and west ends of the 
project, which runs in total from Sixth Place East to The Point 
at the west end.

Town spokesman Michael Emory reported April 5 that the 
project was more than 80-percent finished and expected to 
end on April 23.

The goal is to add 765,000 cubic yards of sand to replace 
hurricane losses. Contractors are building a 10-foot-high dune 
that will also widen the beach berm by 90 feet at mean high 
tide. Most of the $17.5-million project is being paid for with 
federal and state disaster funds.

When work is finished, front-row properties on the west side 
of the beach will no longer each have their own straight-ahead 
access to the strand. Instead, there will be shared access points 
that will be clearly marked by posts and ropes.

It’s important for beachgoers to respect these access areas 
and to keep off the new dunes, which will be planted with 
native species such as sea oats or panic grasses.

The town has a map showing the progress of sand place-
ment and the areas temporarily closed to the public. There’s 
also information on the location of shared access areas. To 
learn more, visit www.oakislandnc.gov.

 – Lee Hinnant

Oak Island project 80-percent finished
Beach sand work expected to finish April 23

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer

The Southport Community Building filled to capacity Mon-
day night for the Project Indigo Phase II Town Hall with citi-
zens raising a number of concerns about the proposed devel-
opment. 

Area residents spent the better part of the town hall asking 
questions that focused on how the new 1,500-home proposal 
would impact traffic, infrastructure and the ecosystem. At least 
50 people signed up to voice concerns and ask questions before 
the event started, but numbers decreased as the hours went on.

Developers of the project 
tried to emphasize the posi-
tives associated with the addi-
tion, and encouraged the pub-
lic to help them find a way to 
come up with a plan on which 
everyone could agree.    

“We have not said ‘Take it 
or leave it,’” said Roger Perry, 
founder of East West Part-
ners. “We need to have a spirit 
of collaboration and a willing-
ness to work something out.” 

Developers submitted a 
master plan for the site last 
month, as well as a rezoning 
request that would enable 
them to increase the total lots 
from 900 to 1,500. If South-
port approves the rezoning request, it would then annex the 
entire development, adding an estimated 4,000 people to the 
city’s population. 

“This is our plan,” said Chad Paul, CEO of Bald Head Island 
Limited. “We want to get input on what you want to do. This is 
our proposal. If there is something better, that’s what we want 
to hear.”

As part of the proposal, the city and the developer are split-
ting the costs on a pair of studies: a fiscal impact analysis and 
an infrastructure analysis. Southport Development Services 
Director Thomas Lloyd said the infrastructure analysis is ex-

See Project Indigo, page 10A

‘We’re not here 
to lose money, 
we’re here to 
make mon-
ey. Guilty as 
charged.’
Roger Perry
East West Partners
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A boater reaches for the carnation extended to her by the Cape Fear Yacht Club during Sunday’s Blessing of the 
Fleet hosted by the Cape Fear Yacht Club. This year’s event welcomed 38 boats and four kayaks. More photos 
are on page 16B in our Portfolio section.
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