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Oak Island

Council cuts
tax rate; no 
vote on hens

Two lawsuits have cost city 
$406,498 since last July 

By Michael Paul
Staff Writer

The City of Boiling Spring Lakes has spent $406,498 this 
fiscal year as the result of two lawsuits.

The amount is reported in the city manager’s report for 
May.

In the section titled “FY 2019 Budget Highlights/Changes,” 
City Manager Jeff Repp wrote the following about governing 
body/legal services: “With the recent settlement agreements 
with the Thompson lawsuit and the Brunswick County Supe-
rior Court decision regarding the Wilkie case, the $406,498 
was budgeted in this line item to settle and pay court-ordered 
judgment.”

The settlement agreement with Christopher and Karen 
Thompson regarding flooded property was for $70,000 and 
was closed in July 2018. It was undisclosed how the money 
was disbursed.

The court-ordered judgment in the Wilkie case, also re-
garding flooded property, was for $336,498, Repp stated in 
an email.

“This was a self-inflicted wound,” Ed Wilkie said about the 
city having to expend so much money. 

Ed and Debra Wilkie’s well-publicized, years-long case 
over inverse condemnation — “I had $1,500 damages to my 
property,” Ed Wilkie said — was eventually litigated to the 
Supreme Court of North Carolina on Nov. 8, 2017.

On March 2, 2018, the court ruled in the Wilkies’ favor. As 
See Lakes, page 2A
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Oak Island Water Rescue

Oak Island

Team saves boy blown to sea on float

Long-range sand plan in the works

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

The Oak Island Water Rescue team 
saved its first life of the 2019 season last 
Monday when members retrieved a child 
blown far offshore on an oversized pool 
float.

Just before noon, emergency dispatch-
ers got a call that an 8-year-old boy from 
Ohio was helplessly adrift at sea about a 
half-mile offshore from SE 37th Street. 
The child, who can’t swim, got caught 
by a north wind that quickly pushed him 
and a six-by-eight-foot unicorn pool float 

away from family and friends enjoying a 
day on the beach.

Waves that day were miniscule, with a 
shore break of about one foot. The big-
gest factor, witnesses said, was a steady 
north breeze, which makes Oak Island’s 
south-facing beaches deceptively calm. 
Local boaters know that past the surf 
zone, the north wind can be challenging. 

The child was playing in the float along 
the shore with about a dozen people 
nearby, said Tony Young, chief of Oak Is-
land Water Rescue. “There were at least 
five people right around him and they 
were laughing when the waves rocked 

him and bounced the float off the sand,” 
Young said.

A larger wave broke and pulled the float 
farther from shore. Then, the longshore 
current starting moving the boy and the 
float parallel to the strand, Young said.

Young said the boy’s father left his chair 
to catch the child, but the wind quickly 
moved the float seaward of the small surf 
zone. The father jumped in and swam to-
ward the float but couldn’t catch the boy, 
Young said.

The boy’s uncle - a strong swimmer - 
also jumped in and tried to catch the boy 

See Rescue, page 3A
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Oak Island Water Rescue members reunite a dis-
tressed young boy with his family.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Technicians and engineers 
are continuing the search for 
enough beach-quality sand to 
add to Oak Island’s strand to 
justify an improvement proj-
ect that could be sustained 
during the next 50 years.

The long-term project is 
separate from sand to replace 
losses from hurricanes and 
to rebuild sea turtle nesting 
habitat. Those efforts are ex-
pected to happen in the win-
ter of 2019-2020.

The “master plan” for sand 
would cover from the east-
ern town limits to Lockwood 
Folly Inlet. It would provide 
sufficient sand to protect the 
first row of houses and other 
infrastructure from storms 
expected every 10 years or 
every 25 years, depending on 
environmental permits, sand 
availability and how much the 
town wants to spend.

Field investigations have 
already looked at the sand in 
the Lockwood Folly Inlet and 
Eastern Channel, as well as 

the offshore Central Reach, 
Jay Bird Shoals and another 
“exploratory area” offshore.

Still to be investigated are 
uplands sites, such as the Yel-
low Banks (west of Swain’s 
Cut Bridge), Frying Pan 
Shoals and another area off-
shore, according to the latest 
report by Moffatt & Nichol, 
the town’s contract engineer-
ing firm.

For a project that would 
provide protection from a 
storm expected every de-
cade, Oak Island needs about 
2-million cubic yards of sand. 
This includes enough sand 
to maintain the project from 
six years, the Moffatt report 
states. The town needs about 
3-million cubic yards of sand 
for a 25-year storm protection 
project.

In order to keep the project 
up for 50 years, the town will 
need 10-million to 12.5-mil-
lion cubic yards, the report 
states. More might be re-
quired if Oak Island gets hit 
with severe storms.

Preliminary tests indicate
See Sand, page 10A

This map shows several of the areas considered as 
potential sources for sand that could be added to Oak 
Island’s beach. 
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Last Friday morning, the L&L Montessori School end-of-year program was emotional for the school’s founder 
Lynette Watson: the school is closing after 29 years. But following their performance, pre-schoolers and kinder-
gartners surrounded Watson with hugs to lift her spirits before the upper-grade students took the stage to present 
“Shrek Jr. The Musical.” Photos of both performances can be found on pages 1B and 5B in this edition.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

In a surprising turnaround, Oak Island Town Council agreed 
Tuesday to adopt a lower base tax rate and continue to tack on 
a few cents for beach improvements. The adopted base rate for 
fiscal 2020 will be 24-cents per $100 and another four cents for 
the beach, bringing the total to 28-cents per $100 taxable value.

The current total rate is 31-cents per $100, with two cents go-
ing toward the beach.

The 24-cents reflects a “revenue neutral” rate, taking into ac-
count overall higher property values because of this year’s re-
valuation by Brunswick County.

Council Member John Bach argued that with major sand 
projects in the works, “regardless of what we have, we’re go-
ing to need more.” Bach said he could live with the 28-cent rate 
but said the original proposal to maintain the 31-cent rate and 
boost the portion for sand made sense.

“Suddenly we have tax fever,” Bach said.
Council Member Jeff Winecoff argued for cutting the base 

rate to 24-cents and keeping the beach contribution at two 
cents. His was the lone “no” vote on the final budget. The mo-
tion, by Council Member Sheila Bell, was supported by mem-
bers Charlie Blalock, Loman Scott and Bach.

Former council member Dara Royal, during the public hear-
ing, made the case for adopting the revenue neutral rate of 

See Oak Island, page 10A
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