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City gets $2-million loan
to aid hurricane expenses

By Michael Paul
Staff Writer

The Boiling Spring Lakes Board of Commissioners ap-
proved Tuesday a memorandum of agreement for a three-
year, no-interest $2-million loan from the N.C. Office of Re-
covery and Resiliency to provide temporary cash assistance, 
awaiting FEMA reimbursement for eligibility projects. 

The office was created as the result of the Hurricane Flor-
ence and is disbursing $200 million to local governments to 
meet the immediate needs of cash assistance, City Manager 
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Oak Island

Council still divided over parking

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Responders from more than a dozen area 
agencies battled an intense fire Sunday 
night at Ocean Crest Motel, Oak Island’s 
only oceanfront motel.

The flames roared more than 40 feet in 
the air and destroyed a 12,000-square-foot 
building with about 20 rooms and two con-
dominiums, roughly half of the complex, 
authorities reported. Owners Walter Logan 
and Roxane Quaranta lived in one of the 
condos and were able to escape unharmed. 
The fire started in a corner away from 
their condominium unit and the rest of the 
building was unoccupied and under reno-
vation, said Oak Island Fire Chief Chris 
Anselmo.

The first fire engine arrived at 1417 E. 
Beach Drive at 10:08 p.m., four minutes 
after someone called 911 to report the fire. 
A strong storm had just struck the area, 
and Anselmo said sustained winds of 25 to 
35 mph hampered suppression.

Within minutes, about one-third of the 
building facing the ocean was fully involved 
with flames, Anselmo said.

Police Chief W.L. Ingram said officers 
helped evacuate guests from other build-
ings at the motel and controlled traffic and 
onlookers.

Firefighters kept calling for additional 
help until more than a dozen agencies were 
on scene. Early in the incident, there were 
some problems with water pressure han-
dling so many lines, but Brunswick County 
Utilities was able to increase pressure, he 
said.

“The wind was our worst enemy,” An-
selmo said. “The fire was under control in 
three hours. Our whole focus was to save 
the (adjoining) house and other structures 
and we did.”

Anselmo said he doubted responders 
could have saved the structures around the 
building without so much help from other 
area agencies.

A couple of windows blew out on the 
house east of the building and some 
screens caught fire, but the structure was 
saved, the fire chief said. A separate motel 
building on the other side incurred some 
damage from melted vinyl siding, he said. 
An inspection revealed no interior water 
damage to either of the nearby structures, 
he said.

The fire destroyed a 1980s-era Corvette 
the owners had parked under the building. 
Anselmo said four or five other vehicles 
incurred paint, grill or headlamp damages 
from the heat.

Firefighters employed multiple tankers 
and a couple of temporary drop tanks to 

See Fire, page 8A

‘My head’s still spinning. 
I’m just thankful that 
everybody got out.’ 

Tammy Harbert
Evacuated during the fire

Response saves other buildings during windswept blaze at Oak Island

Oceanfront motel largely destroyed by fire

Turning Visitors into Locals 
...since 1981

Resort Rentals  ·  Real Estate Sales  ·  Commercial Properties  ·  Homesites & Land

 www.MargaretRudd.com  See our ad page

Above, Oak Island 
firefighters battle 
the blaze that 
destroyed two 
buildings and 
required efforts of 
more than a dozen 
agencies late Sun-
day night at Ocean 
Crest Motel.
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At left, an aerial 
view of the smol-
dering beachfront 
motel after Oak 
Island fire crews 
worked through 
the night to ensure 
the fire and its 
embers wouldn’t 
catch other adja-
cent structures on 
fire. 
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By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

By their comments, applause and show 
of hands, Oak Island residents at Tues-
day’s meeting demonstrated they – like 
town council – are about evenly divided 
over the question of implementing paid 
beach parking.

After rescinding a vote to negotiate a 
paid parking plan March 2, council held 
an open forum Tuesday. Council mem-
bers made no decision, but they got an 
earful from folks on both sides of the is-

sue.
Before opening the floor to comments, 

Council Member Jeff Winecoff apolo-
gized for the way the town handled the 
previous vote to work with NC Parking 
Co.

“We dropped the ball,” he said. “We … 
didn’t take the time to do things right.”

Winecoff said he believed it was too 
late to establish a system for the upcom-
ing tourist season but insisted there were 
good reasons to get a better handle on 
parking. Had the fire at Ocean Crest Mo-
tel happened in the summer, for exam-

ple, improper parking could have ham-
pered access to the scene by multiple fire 
trucks, he said.

Council members Charlie Blalock and 
Sheila Bell said they were against paid 
parking and continued to be. Council 
Member Loman Scott, addressing oppo-
nents of a paid system, said “I heard you. 
Please don’t call.”

Council Member John Bach said the 
town’s approach was flawed, but ulti-
mately, some sort of paid parking system 
needs to and will happen. He said Oak 
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