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New district map divides Brunswick County

Rep. Iler says he’ll seek re-election
By Lee Hinnant

Staff Writer

State Rep. Frank Iler announced last 
week he will seek re-election for House 
District 17, which he’s held since 2009, 
when Bonner Stiller resigned mid-term.

Iler is a retired businessman from 
the Ocean Isle Beach area whose many 
accomplishments in the General As-
sembly include helping establish the 
shallow draft inlet fund, which offers 
two-thirds state funding to keep places 
like Lockwood Folly navigable. Barring 
a last-minute intervention by the court, 
Iler’s District 17 will be different.

“The newly re-drawn district runs up 
both sides of (U.S.) 17 from the South 
Carolina state line to the Brunswick and 

Cape Fear Rivers in northern Bruns-
wick County, touches the entire border 
between Brunswick and Columbus 
counties and includes all of Leland,” Iler 
said in a prepared statement.

“My experience representing all parts 
of Brunswick for one or more terms 
provides me with the unique insight 
required to effectively serve both our 
coastal and inland communities,” Iler 

continued. “During my more than two 
decades as a Brunswick County resident, 
I’ve met and worked with citizens and 
leaders from all corners of Brunswick 
County. While portions of the county 
may be outside the district lines, I’ve 
worked with and helped Brunswick 
County communities and residents 
across the entire county. I’ve made it a 
habit to get around our county as much 
as possible, as my last four cars will 
attest. 

“When re-elected, I will continue 
to work for all of Brunswick County, 
regardless of how the voting lines are 

See Political, page 12A

State House Districts 
17 and 19 will divide 
Brunswick County.

Pilot Political Notebook

By Alexandria Sands
Staff writer

A little over a year ago, Todd Coring unlocked the door of 
his new office to find paperwork scattered and water dam-
age throughout a building he knew would be inadequate for 
a functioning police department. But this would be nowhere 
near his biggest challenge as Southport’s new chief of police.

His staff was down to six officers (soon to be five) and the 
responsibility of regaining the trust of those his predecessor 
had broken was now on his shoulders. Everyone in the city 
was wondering, “How are 
you going to fix this?”

Southport made national 
headlines in the summer of 
2018 after its top two law 
enforcement officers were 
arrested and later fired. For-
mer Police Chief Gary Smith 
and Lt. Mike Simmons were 
indicted after a months-long 
investigation into allegations 
they were both working sec-
ond jobs at a trucking com-
pany and were sometimes 
out of state when they were 
supposed to be protecting the 
city. Each was charged with 
obtaining property by false 
pretenses, willful failure to 
discharge duties and obstruc-
tion of justice.

The Brunswick County 
Sheriff’s Office took over 
patrolling the city at a cost 
of $1,700 a day and the 
Southport officers were put 
on non-disciplinary paid 
administrative leave. The city 
also hired the agency USS 
ISS to conduct an internal affairs investigation of the police 
department.

Meanwhile, Coring was serving as a lieutenant in the Sher-
iff’s Office where he was starting his 20th year and nearing a 
promotion. He enjoyed his job, but friends and family were 
asking him if he was ready to follow in the footsteps of his fa-
ther and grandfather and become the city’s next chief of police.

Although hesitant to leave his position with the county, he 
expressed interest in the Southport position to city officials. A 
few resumes had come in, but none of the applicants com-
pared to Coring’s combination of experience and dedication to 
Southport. He was hired in October, started work  November 
1, and had the police back on the street five days later.

A clean slate
After more than 100 days on leave, the six officers who had 

not quit were called by Coring to meet on November 2. An 
hour before the meeting, one member handed in his resigna

See Southport, page 12A

‘We’ve taken great 
strides to right some 
of the (department’s) 
wrongs, but we’ve 
still got our work cut 
out for us.’
Chief Todd Coring

Bald Head Island: no task force formed

Village still plans to cull coyotes

Photo by Morgan Harper

Around 6 a.m. Tuesday morning, downtown Southport was getting in to the Christmas spirit as the city’s sail-
boat wreaths were hoisted and readied to be lit for the weeks to come. By 11 a.m., city employees were putting 
the finishing touches on the Christmas tree which is located this year at the corner of Bay and Howe streets 
instead of Moore and Howe streets.
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• 5 years of healing wounds 
• 3 consecutive years named a National 

Center of Excellence 
• 1,200 patients cared for   
• 3,000 hyperbaric treatments  
• 1 common goal:  to restore health and 

quality of life to our patients

Happy 5th Anniversary Dosher Wound Care Center    
Congratulations to the Dosher 
Memorial Hospital Wound Care 
Center, for your dedicated, life 

changing work. 

For more information, 
call 910-454-1192 or visit 

Dosher.org/Wound.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Despite requests from some property owners and the mayor 
pro tem, Bald Head Island Village Council continues to support 
a lethal cull of coyotes, possibly in January.

Coyotes have been spotted on the island for years, but this 
past summer they destroyed sea turtle eggs in significant num-
bers for the first time. Coyotes disturbed 57 of the island’s 
170 nests and were blamed for destroying 2,088 eggs - about 
12-percent of the total, according to the Bald Head Island Con-
servancy.

The predation occurred in spite of all-night-long patrols by 
turtle protectors from the Conservancy. In some cases, the 
coyotes tunneled under metal protective cages to get at the sea 
turtle eggs.

Loggerhead sea turtles are federally listed as threatened. Coy-
otes are not native to North Carolina and are considered an in-
vasive species.

Those labels have not affected the strong opinions of some 
property owners, who are not in favor of killing the coyotes. 

One biologist who works in the area called the plan for trapping 
and culling “torture.”

At the regular November 15 council meeting, Mayor Pro Tem 
Kit Adcock asked council to establish a task force to further 
study the matter, in conjunction with the Conservancy. She 
noted the village has until March to employ traps. The appar-
ent consensus was not to take up the matter further.

Adcock said she wanted experts to determine the size of the 
coyote population, which is currently unknown. With that in-
formation, it would be easier to determine what would consti-
tute a successful cull, she said.

Adcock also wants the village to consider whether non-lethal 
means could be used to protect sea turtles from coyotes, such as 
different types of protective cages or fencing.

“We need to be working together on this,” she said. “What are 
the best strategies?”

Establishing a study group would also provide a forum for 
residents who are against a lethal cull to have their views for-
mally heard, she said.     

The plan is to hire a contractor to set multiple soft leg-hold 
See Bald Head, page 11A
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