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Miller to leave board;
final ballots counted 

Fresh off his election last week to the District 19 State 
House seat, Brunswick County Board of Education member 
Charlie Miller of Southport said he planned to submit his let-
ter of resignation to the board at the conclusion of Tuesday’s 
regular monthly meeting.

Miller said he consulted with the Republican Party about 
the process of resigning and looks forward to orientation ses-

sions in Raleigh in December for his State House position. 
By law, persons can only serve on one elective body at a time. 
Miller said his resignation will become effective Dec. 1.

Miller represents District 3 on the school board and has 
served since 2006. He was re-elected to a fourth term in 
2018. There will be two years remaining on his term. He had 
served stints as both chairman and vice chairman.

Boiling Spring Lakes Commissioner Steven Barger last 
week resigned his seat on the city commission in his tran-

sition to the school board, to which he was elected with no 
See Election, page 7A
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Oak Island

Town mulls 
sand options
Disaster relief can help for now,
but long-term solution is costly

Jabbertown training

By Michael Paul
Staff Writer

Boiling Spring Lakes Commis-

sioner Steven Barger resigned 
his seat at the city commissioner 
meeting November 4, one day 
after being elected to the Bruns-

wick County Board of Education.
“It has been my great plea-

sure to be given the opportunity 
to serve Boiling Spring Lakes,” 
Barger said on his Facebook 
page. “Tonight I resigned my 
position on the board of com-

missioners, after unofficial re-

sults were tallied for my Board 
of Education race. I look forward 
to working with our commu-

nities and my fellow board of 
education members starting in 
December. Thank you again to 

everyone for your support and 
kind words.”

City Manager Jeff Repp ex-

plained Barger had to resign 
because state law does not allow 
an individual to hold two elective 
offices at the same time. 

The Lakes board will appoint a 
replacement to fill Barger’s term, 
set to expire next year.

Repp added, “State law sim-

ply states that the board fills the 
vacancy by a majority vote to fill 
out the unexpired term of the 
member who is no longer there 
… and how they go about it is up 
to the board.”

Commissioner Tom Guzulaitis 
had requested a resolution be 
placed on the agenda that pro-

posed a process to be followed 
to fill a vacancy. The board ap-

proved the resolution. For 30 
days from the date of the vacan-

cy, interested persons may sub-

mit a letter on intent to fill such 
vacancy.

Board vacancies will be pub-

lished on the city website and 
other media for 30 days. After 30 
days, but within 60 days of the 
vacancy, the mayor and remain-

ing board members shall inter-

view those who have submitted 
letters of interest. After the inter-

views have been completed, the 
board will nominate and vote at 
the next meeting for the replace-

ment.
Applicants must be 21 and let-

ters of interest may be emailed to 
City Clerk Jane McMinn at jmc-

minn@cityofbsl.org by 4 p.m. 
See Lakes, page 3A

Boiling Spring Lakes Board of Commissioners

Commissioner Barger resigns after winning school board seat
Boiling Spring 
Lakes Mayor 
Craig Caster, 
right, gives Steven 
Barger a plaque 
for his three 
years of service 
as a member of 
the BSL Board of 
Commissioners. 
Barger resigned 
his seat Nov. 4 af-
ter being elected 
to the Brunswick 
County Board of 
Education. The 
city is accepting 
applications until 
4 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 4, to fill his 
term.
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Southport aldermen this Thursday will revisit a decision that 
reversed the flow of traffic on Short Street, a residential lane 
near the Yacht Basin.

City Manager Gordon Hargrove and Police Chief Todd Cor-

ing are on the agenda to discuss the advantages and disadvan-

tages of the reversal when the board meets Thursday, Nov. 12, 
at 6 p.m. in the Southport Community Building.

The one-way direction of Short Street was suddenly reversed 
in September when white arrows and “Do Not Enter” signs 
were erected to direct cars to enter from West West Street and 
exit right onto Brunswick Street. The action was not the subject 
of a public hearing and no advanced notice was published.

At that time, Coring said the direction was changed after 
speaking with four Short Street residents, who also met with 
Mayor Joe Pat Hatem and several city aldermen in separate 
meetings to address the issue.

Property owners had expressed concerns about reckless driv-

ers mixing with pedestrians and bikers that travel through the 
area. The reversal was aimed at cutting down on the number 

See Southport, page 9A

Southport Board of Aldermen

City takes a long look at Short Street

Pilot file photo
Southport aldermen will hear from the city manager 
and police chief on the change of direction for Short 
Street when the board meets this Thursday.

Photo by Morgan Harper

Fire department conducts live burn
Southport Fire Department members conducted a live burn exercise for training during a fire control class 
held last Friday at this house located on Jabbertown Road in Southport. Residents and neighbors in the com-
munity were notified of the training that the department labels a success.

We Are Forever Grateful  
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Happy Veteran's Day 

Every Patient.  Every Time. 

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Oak Island can proceed 
both this winter and next 
with two sand renourishment 
projects funded mostly with 
disaster relief money without 
emptying the bank, but a larg-

er, long-term effort is likely to 
require imposing municipal 
service districts, special as-

sessment areas and borrow-

ing money, financial advisors 
told town council during 
Tuesday’s meeting.

The town is largely set for 
sand this winter from Jay Bird 
Shoals that will go roughly 
where the 2018 sand effort 
stopped and move west. It’s 
being called the “Hurricane 
Matthew project,” but Fi-
nance Director David Hatten 
said it also includes millions 

to restore sea turtle nesting 
habitat, first enhanced in 
2001. Johnny Martin of Mof-
fatt & Nichol said that sand 
and 300 feet of berm have 
been lost. The town’s share 
of the $15.6-million project is 
$5.2-million, which includes 
some work not covered by 
the state and Federal Emer-

gency Management Agency 
(FEMA).

Along with natural ero-

sion, dunes and the berm 
along Oak Island have taken 
a heavy hit from three recent 
hurricanes.

“Most of the oceanfront is 
vulnerable to damage,” said 
Martin.

The second project would 
pick up in late 2021 where the 
other ended and bring sand 
farther west, past Middleton 
See Oak Island, page 7A
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