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City ponders how it
can spend $1-million

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer

The Southport Board of Aldermen has found that spend-
ing $1 million is a little harder than it seems.

City Manager Gordon Hargrove told the board at its Feb. 
17 workshop that a little more than $1 million is available to 
fund projects and he wants members to provide input on 
how to spend it. 

“This is not up to me,” Hargrove said. “What we’re doing 
today is building the foundation for the house we’re getting 
ready to build. 

“We are at a crossroads of where Southport is going to go. 
We want to make Southport sustainable for future genera-
tions.”

Southport already committed $1.6 million from a utility 
viability fund to upgrading three of the city’s lift stations, and 
has $1.2 million in funding to repave Howe Street. Hargrove 
recommended spending the remaining $1,059,772 to up-
grade an additional two lift stations, and use whatever is left 
on a separate project like the Howe Street sidewalks. 

See Southport, page 3A
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Town sticks to
$40M project
Council reiterates its support for
matching state $20-million grant

County courthouse named for beloved judge

‘Her home away from home’

Brunswick County coast

Shipwreck surfaces along Bald Head Island’s South Beach

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer

State and county leaders joined 
friends and family of Judge Ola M. 
Lewis at the Brunswick County Court-
house last Friday for an emotional 
dedication ceremony that included 
plenty of laughs and even more tears, 
remembering a judge for her uncanny 
ability to change people’s lives for the 
better. 

The Judge Ola M. Lewis Brunswick 
County Courthouse became the official 
name of the county’s epicenter for jus-
tice and the rule of law, as one speaker 
after another praised a recognition 
seen only nine other times in North 
Carolina history. 

“I think it’s a celebration of a mag-
nificent life,” Reggie Holley, Lewis’ 
husband of nearly two decades, said. 
“It’s a life well-lived. For Ola, this is 

See Courthouse, page 10A

Ola Lewis dedication
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Judge Ola Lewis’s mother, Doris Lewis, and husband Reggie Holley view the memorial plaque that will 
be placed in the courthouse rotunda so all visitors can learn about the judge’s impact on the community.

Doris Lewis and Reggie Holley unveil the sign that names the Bruns-
wick County Courthouse for the late Superior Court Judge Ola M. 
Lewis.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Hundreds of ships have sunk off 
the coast of North Carolina, and 
the world’s largest concentration of 
historically significant shipwrecks is 
the Cape Fear which holds the world’s 
largest concentration of historic ship-
wrecks, according to the N.C. Office 
of Archeology. There are 21 known 
sunken vessels, mostly Civil War ships 
and a British bark.

Another can now be added after a 
January Nor’easter storm revealed a 
12-by-60-foot skeleton of a ship on 
Bald Head Island’s South Beach. The 
remnants include wooden ribs and 
dozens of rusted iron pieces.

It’s unknown whether the shipwreck 
is historically significant or just a boat 
that sank and washed ashore. State 
archeologists have come and taken 

measurements and samples to unravel 
the mystery.

The question of when
“There are just so many wrecks that 

there’s no telling,” said Jim McKee, 
site manager at Fort Anderson/Bruns-
wick Town State Historic Site.

Maritime history expert Kevin P. 
Duffus said the dimensions of the ship 
appeared to be larger than a standard 
fishing boat. He said that one problem 
with identification is that shipwrecks 
can be moved by strong storms and 
transported miles from where they 
sank.

“That’s a fairly large artifact,” Duffus 
said. “If I were doing the analysis, I 
would take into account the iron fas-
teners and wooden timber, suggesting 
a late 19-century vessel, most likely a 
large schooner. Its location suggests 

See Bald Head, page 7A

Remains of an unidentified shipwreck have surfaced on Bald Head Island near the Shoals 
Club. State archeologists have surveyed the site and taken samples to determine the origin of 
the vessel (Photo contributed).
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By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Oak Island Town Council 
reiterated its commitment 
on Monday to a major beach 
improvement project but 
stopped short of deciding 
how to pay for its $20-million 
cost-share for the work.

The state has offered 
$20-million of assistance, 
but those dollars must be 
matched locally by Oak Island 
which must provide a plan 
for services, objectives and 
expected results, said Town 
Manager David Kelly.

The goal is to establish a 
lasting dune and berm to pro-
tect first-row properties from  
the type of strong storm ex-

pected roughly every 25 years.
Staff reiterated how the 

town receives tax money 
from the general fund, a por-
tion of which is reserved for 
the beach and accommoda-
tions taxes. Staff did not offer 
a recommendation for beach 
funding but said options 
would be laid out for the regu-
lar April 12 meeting.

Part of the session allowed 
council members to stake out 
their positions on paying for 
the local share.

Kelly said the town has the 
financial ability to borrow 
$10-million to $20-million. 
It also has substantial un-
designated reserve funds and 
steady income from the 
See Oak Island, page 10A
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