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Oak Island: communication stressed in hurricane review

New policy set on storm re-entry

By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

 

The Southport Planning Board rejected three applications for 
rezoning in the Yacht Basin at its meeting last Thursday.

James Chirico applied for a rezoning of his properties on the 
corner of West Bay Street and South Caswell Avenue back in 
May as did Mark Brisson for his property at 102 South Caswell 
Avenue. Both business owners said they wanted the land re-
zoned from single-family residential to business district to al-
low for parking, although the board had to consider all permis-
sible uses.

“Some uses would really have a significantly negative im-
pact,” said board member Richard Bandera.

Neighboring business owners Paul and Maria Swenson sub-
mitted a rezoning application in July for their land at 309 West 
Moore, stating the lot should conform with the other properties 
if their rezoning is approved.

“The only reason I’m doing this is because everybody else is 
on the bandwagon,” said Maria Swenson, adding that she pre-
ferred to keep all the lots residential.

At a review committee meeting for the Swenson’s property, 
board members became hesitant about giving positive recom-
mendations since the land could be used in other ways than 
parking.

Multiple homeowners near the Yacht Basin expressed similar 
feelings during the period for public comment.

“If you allow this zoning, it is entirely possible that somebody 
puts up a restaurant 90 feet from our house,” said resident 

Bill Fairley. “Is there a single member of the board that would 
tolerate a Fishy Fishy opening up across the street from their 
home?”

Board member Daphne Green motioned to recommend the 
aldermen deny Chirico’s application due to the potential for dif-
ferent uses and inconsistencies with the CAMA Land Use Plan. 
It passed unanimously. The next two applications received the 
same unanimous vote.

Maria Swenson, who said she would withdraw her and Paul’s 
application if the other business owners did too, told the board 
to reject theirs as well.

John Allen urged the three applicants to come up with a text 
amendment that would allow for parking under the current 
zoning.

“I frankly think there’s a public safety issue down there with 
traffic and parking,” he said. “Trying to move some of the cars 
off the street and into the parking lot would be a very desirous 
outcome.”

Board member Scott Jones added that the text amendment 
could be “very” specific, referencing Southport Marina’s re-
cently approved proposal that allowed their construction of a 
50-foot-tall dry storage building.

Plans for that storage building on West West Street were 
presented during the same meeting. Engineering firm Withers 
Ravenel presented its sketches for feedback prior to submitting 
the full application. The design, which has 216 dry slips and 54 
parking spaces, is supposed to resemble the existing building.

Allen asked if they’d be willing to do more landscaping than 
is required by the city.

“It would make people feel possibly a little bit better,” he said.
Joe Boyd, an engineer from the firm, said they’d consider the 

suggestion.
Also on Thursday, the board tabled action on rezoning mul-

tiple lots from commercial to residential. There are 16 homes 
on 11th and 8th street along Lord Street and Caswell Avenue 
that would be affected by the change.

The change could devalue the properties; however, the area 
would not be at risk of having businesses locate there and tax 
values would decrease. Letters were sent to each residence to 
gage their thoughts, but the board decided they wanted to allow 
more time to hear from owners who wanted to be included in 
the rezoning.

In other business, the planning board:
Formed a review committee for All In Bloom Garden Cen-

ter’s application to relocate from 724 North Howe to a .88-acre 
property across from the Circle K, at the corner of North Howe 
Street and Stuart Avenue. The proposed center is 1,600-square-
feet with a 360-square-foot greenhouse. There is also an office 
and storage area in the plan, but that may need to be consoli-
dated to meet the accessory structure limit.

Swore Will Hewett into an alternate seat. He was a voting 
member for the meeting since chairman Tish Hatem was not 
in attendance.

Approved a site plan for Vision Square to add a 5,616-square-
feet building to the back of the property for an additional 48 
self-storage units.

Southport Planning Board

Yacht Basin rezoning denied; marina sketch eyed

Southport: sewer rate hikes shock residents

Oak Island: recommendations filed in report
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plant that will produce nearly a million-
and-a-half gallons per day, enough to 
meet Southport’s long-term needs.

The original plan was to pay for an 
expansion of the West Brunswick sewer 
plant that would provide the city with 
750,000 gallons per day for two decades, 
but on April 2 aldermen terminated that 
agreement after realizing the city would 
need more capacity before the 20 years 
were up. Building a city-owned plant, of-
ficials found, would cost approximately 
the same amount.

Once the plant is operational, which is 
expected to be by 2020, Oakley said the 
city should be able to hold rates steady, 
or “hopefully” reduce rates. The city 
also applied for more than $8 million in 
grants to replace old sewer lines and lift 
stations, which should improve the effi-
ciency of the system and therefore allevi-
ate costs as well.

Until all that happens, sewer rates will 
continue to go up, at an approximate 2% 
increase each year.

Sage Seeley, who lives at Brunswick 
Village Apartments on East 11th Street, 
said her neighbors were devastated when 
they saw their bill.

“People were telling me after that bill, 
‘I guess I’m going to have to cut corners 
on my medication,’” she said. “Me? I’m 
taking that money out of my groceries.”

The one-bedroom apartments are of-
fered to low-income senior citizens with 
disabilities. Apartments do not have 
laundry facilities, dishwashers or out-
door plumbing. Dorothy Wade, another 
resident of Brunswick Village, also spoke 
at the meeting.

“It’s an unfair act to put that burden 
on people who are disabled and seniors,” 
she said. “I think that somebody should 
have thought a little more carefully about 
taxing us an extra $20.”

After hearing the concerns, Mayor 
Jerry Dove said the rate committee and 
city management would look at ways to 
assist those with low incomes. Although 
prices have to be consistent per each 
resident by law, Oakley said there have 
already been ideas tossed around such as 
working with charitable organizations or 
launching a fund.

Also concerned with the cost was alder-
man Marc Spencer, who used the time 
for his board comment to speak on the 
issue. He suggested that Southport needs 
to look at priorities other than tourism or 
appearances.

“A lot of the people who have grown up 
here and lived here their whole lives are 
not going to be able to survive and stay 
here,” he said.

The new wastewater treatment plant 
will be built on Bethel Road next to Mili-
tary Ocean Terminal Sunny Point. Con-
struction is expected to start next spring.
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hauled away another 8.5 tons of building waste and 249 cubic 
yards of yard debris.

The report, by Fire Chief Chris Anselmo, noted the contract 
with Crowder Gulf proved valuable. It also recommended bet-
ter communication with residents when the transition was 
made from town staff to hauling by the contractor, which had 
different rules.

The report stressed that the public should rely on official 
communications from the town and Brunswick County’s Code 
Red alerts. There was significant misinformation on Facebook 
and other social media.

Among other recommendations:
n Get the word out earlier on evacuation, especially to those 

in rental houses or motel rooms, many of whom are unfamiliar 
with the area.
n Review and make a clear list of key town staff who need to 

stay or return as quickly as possible.
n Work with the county on backup fuel supplies.
n Establish earlier, and better, communications with the 

county on the location of special needs residents.
n Arrange for an equipment and/or personnel staging area at 

the Midway Commons shopping area on the mainland.

n Make sure staff and elected officials have up-to-date train-
ing on emergency procedures.
n Consider purchasing two-way radios for Public Services in-

stead of relying on cell phones.
n Use computer tablets to issue some rebuilding permits in 

the field.
n Add more telephone lines and offer pre-recorded updates 

for the public.
Moving forward, the report also suggested acquiring a back-

up/virtual computer server to avoid interruption of communi-
cation, along with daily staff briefings in person or by confer-
ence calls.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Oak Island’s new policy for re-entry following a hurricane is 
less restrictive and more straightforward than before. 

Effective immediately, those who can demonstrate they are 
full-time residents or property owners will be allowed back on 
the island, regardless of whether others in the same vehicle 
meet that same status.

As long as one person is a legitimate resident or owner, that 
person will be able to return as soon as possible with whomever 
he or she choses.

Town officials drew sharp criticism in the waning days of the 
Hurricane Florence crisis. Among major complaints was that 
police officers were questioning every person in a car or truck. 
Anyone who did not have an official identification card with 
an Oak Island address or a recent utility bill was not allowed 
across the bridges.

This led to situations with full-time residents trying to take 
care of their parents, children or other non-resident family 
members being turned away. Likewise, there were residents 

whose domestic partners maintain their legal residency else-
where, and they too were turned back. More than one resident 
told Town Council they needed help from their partners, and 
others, to clear their driveways and yards and perform all the 
other tasks associated with storm repairs.

Officials were limiting access to the island for good reasons, 
said Town Manager David Kelly. Some streets were impassibly 
flooded, and some parts of town had limited or no water and 
sewer service, he said. Officials were strictly following the old 
policy so that utilities and emergency responders would not be 
further strained.

The new policy is more reflective of how people live and what 
they need today, said Mayor Cin Brochure.

“Times change and we need to change with them,” she Bro-
chure.

The mayor added that she wants the town to follow up on 
the post-hurricane report recommendation for Oak Island to 
reconsider issuing vehicle re-entry stickers for full-time resi-
dents and property owners. This would especially assist prop-
erty owners who may not have gathered their utility paperwork 
before an emergency.

Rick and Kathy Holbrook of Southport will celebrate their 
50th wedding anniversary August 23.

They were married August 23, 1969, at Providence Baptist 
Church in Charlotte. The couple moved to this area in 1984 
from Shelby and has two children, Mimi Holbrook-Hughes 
and Seth Holbrook, both of Southport.

Rick is retired from The North Carolina Baptist Assembly and 
Kathy is retired from a career in the medical field.

Rick volunteers at the local Habitat for Humanity Restore 
and also likes fishing, and Kathy is involved with her Bible 
study group and a small women’s group, and she volunteers 
with Communities in Schools. 

They both enjoy spending time maintaining their yard and 
garden.

Rick & Kathy Holbrook 

August 23, 1969

Happy 

50th Anniversary!
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www.DutchmanCreekBaitandTackle.com
Open 7 Days A Week

Mon - Sat 5:30am-7:00pm • Sun 6:00am-4:00pm

SELLING ALL INSHORE & OFFSHORE TACKLE & BAIT

DUTCHMAN CREEK
BAIT & TACKLE

LIVE 

BAIT

NEW PENN FIERCE III REELS AND COMBOS 
THE FIERCE LADIES EDITION 
FIERCE II  REELS AND COMBOS ARE ON SALE!!!

NOW IN 
STOCK

NEW GULP IN STOCK

NEW STRADIC NOW IN STOCK

ALL  CALCUTTA SHORT SLEEVE T-SHIRTS 
ON SALE $14.99

9” SURF COMBOS SALE $39.99

RainwateR 
haRdwood 

flooRing llc
william Rainwater

Full Service • Custom Floor Designs
New Construction and Refinishing

Site Finish and Prefinished Hardwood Flooring
Locally Owned and Operated

Over 30 Years Serving Brunswick Area

Free Estimate Available

910-279-2116

rainwaterflooring@gmail.com
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