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Southport Marina

Taller boat storage units rejected

City selects engineering
firm for new sewer plant

By Phillip Giles Jr.
Staff Writer

Southport Board of Aldermen has selected an engineer-
ing firm that will design the city’s new wastewater treatment 
plant.

Five firms submitted their qualifications: Hazen and Sayer 
of Raleigh, LKC of Aberdeen, McGill Associates of Shallotte, 
Municipal Engineering of Garner and RK&K of Raleigh.

After reviewing the proposals on May 9, aldermen unani-
mously selected Hazen and Sayer.

At a meeting April 2, aldermen voted to terminate its exist-
ing sewer agreement with Brunswick County that called for 
expanding the West Brunswick sewer plant by 750,000 gal-
lons per day to meet Southport’s needs. City officials decided 
to use a $26-million loan from the North Carolina Clean Wa-
ter State Revolving Fund to build a city-owned plant.

County commissioners voted May 6 to terminate its con-
tract with W.K. Dickson engineers for design of the plant ex-
pansion and have county attorney Bob Shaver address with 
Southport any legal and financial issues.

Shaver indicated the county’s contract with Southport 
called for the city to reimburse the county for engineering 
fees the county claims have reached $1-million. 

“Mike Isenburg (city attorney) and myself met with the 
county manager and county attorney and we had a good 
productive meeting,” said Southport City Manager Bruce 
Oakley. “We continue to meet and discuss the terms of the 
agreement. In the meantime, we need to move forward with 

See Sewer, page 11A
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From New Jersey clinic to Oak Island shore

Recovered turtles make their way back home
By Lee Hinnant

Staff Writer

On a beach known for sea turtles, the 
strand was almost crowded for a few 
minutes last Thursday when staff from 
a New Jersey veterinary clinic released 
a half-dozen recovered “patients” at 
Oak Island.

West Orange-based Sea Turtle 
Recovery staff drove all night to get 
the turtles into suitable waters as soon 
as possible after healing at the facility, 
located at the Essex County Turtle 
Back Zoo.

Oak Island is noted for mostly log-
gerhead sea turtle nesting. It also has 
favorable water temperatures in the 
70s, uncrowded beaches and abun-
dant food sources for marine reptiles, 
said Brandi Biehl, co-executive officer 
of Sea Turtle Recovery.

Staff members from the turtle clinic 
later headed to Florida to acquire an 
x-ray device.

A small group of Oak Island turtle 
volunteers met the Sea Turtle Recov-
ery crew to set free a green sea turtle 
(threatened), three Kemp’s ridley sea 
turtles (critically endangered) and two 
loggerheads (threatened).

The staff set the turtles out on the 
beach one at a time, waiting patiently 
for them to orient themselves to the 

See Turtles, page 12A

Sea Turtle Recovery staff and a handful of Oak Island turtle volunteers say ‘goodbye’ to a turtle that was earlier stunned by the cold.
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Fishing allowed starting July 2

Oak Island Pier reopens for walkers
By Lee Hinnant

Staff Writer

Oak Islanders welcomed the reopening of the 
town’s pier last Wednesday, arriving by the hun-
dreds to admire the 850-foot structure that towers 
27 feet above the Atlantic Ocean.

The crowd got a look at an almost-finished pier, 
a remodeled restaurant and coffee shop and the 
space that will soon be a town-operated tackle 
shop.

Shrimp breaking the surface gave the calm 
greenish water a bright shimmer, while baitfish 
schooled and leapt. Scores of cabbage jellies lin-
gered past the surf zone as trawlers pulled their 
nets and anglers converged on king mackerels 
about a mile offshore. Gulls and pelicans sailed 
easily by, further setting a serene, sunny scene 
with just enough breeze to keep insects away.

It was a picture-perfect day for a low-key, long-
awaited celebration.

Mayor Cin Brochure thanked the town staff, 
representatives from agencies that provided 
grants, area legislators and others who made the 
$2.7-million project possible.

Engineer E.B. Pannkuk of Andrews Consulting 
See Pier, page 8A
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Visitors look over the Oak Island Pier and 
fishing T areas last Wednesday during its 
reopening ceremony.

Find your piece of heaven on the southern coast...
The Brunswick Beaches offer the dream of classic southern coastal 
living and excceptional value. Second home or primary residence, our 
agents can help you find your new relaxation station. 

319 N. Howe Street   |   Southport, NC 28461   |   (910) 363-4565   |   southerncoastagents.com

DOING MORE FROM FOR SALE TO SOLD.  
That’s the sign of a RE/MAX agent.™

By Phillip Giles Jr.
Staff Writer

Southport Planning Board has denied an 
application for a zoning text amendment that 
would allow marina dry storage structures that 
are 50 feet tall.

Preston Development and Southport Ma-
rina are looking to amend Article 11: Table of 
Area, Yard, Density and height requirements. 
They are looking to add a superscript and 
note to the table that would allow a maximum 
height of 50 feet for marina dry storage struc-
tures in the business district, according to City 

Planner Thomas Lloyd at the May 16 meeting 
of the planning board.

“This would apply to all properties in the 
business district, but it would only apply to 
properties that meet or could meet the defi-
nition of a marina, where such a dry storage 
structure would be permitted,” Lloyd said. 
“The definition for a marina, according to Ar-
ticle 2, is ‘any waterfront structure or devel-
opment commercially providing permanent 
or temporary harboring or storing for two or 
more boats and providing marina sales, in-
cluding, but not limited to retail sales for fuel, 

See Southport, page 9A

Memorial Day
Special events are planned to 
observe the special holiday.
• Southport – parade, ceremo-
ny and Days of Remembrance.
• St. James – ceremony and 
placing of memorial wreath.
• Oak Island – VFW and Elks 
have special events scheduled.
• Boiling Spring Lakes – VFW 
Post to hear commander.
•Bald Head Island – ceremony 
Monday at Village Chapel.

Inside: Complete list of local 
holiday events on page 7A .
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