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Oak Island

Street end 
dispute goes 
to mediation
Chain-link fence at NE 54th Street

Banner year for sea turtle
nesting on local beaches

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

It’s shaping up to be a banner year for sea turtle nests in 
the area and state. Nesting on Oak Island alone has been so 
intense that one female literally crawled over another’s nest 
to lay her own.

“It’s been crazy,” said turtle program coordinator Jacci 
Hohnstein. “In one day, we had six nests.” Daily morning 
patrols physically confirm nests and take one egg for DNA 
testing. The patrol members also determine whether a turtle 
actually laid eggs or just came ashore and left, called a “false 
crawl.”

The number of nests and false crawls has been so high that 
as many as six people are needed every morning to do the 
job.

As of June 28 last season, there were 30 nests on Oak Is-
land. This year, there were 91 on that date, putting activity on 
track to break the record of 115 nests in 2017.

“The numbers at all of the beaches are up, which is great for 
the turtles,” Hohnstein said.

A fox destroyed 16 eggs in one nest and foxes have been 
seen snooping around at least one other nest, so volunteers 
have placed wire cages over four nests for protection.

Last year, volunteers had to relocate more than half of the 
nests, in part because of a late-season beach renourishment 

See Turtles, page 7A
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N.C. Fourth of July Festival in Southport

Municipal seats, Dosher hospital board

Parade, fireworks on tap Thursday

Candidates start filing for office Friday
Filing starts at noon Friday, July 5, for candidates seeking 

election to local municipal, sanitary districts boards and Dosh-
er Hospital Board of Trustees.

The filing period will end Friday, July 19, at noon. 
Polls will be open for municipal elections on Tuesday, No-

vember 5, while absentee one-stop voting dates are set from 
Wednesday, October 16, to Friday, November 1.

This filing period is for the 2019 municipal elections only. 
Candidate filing for the 2020 election will begin at noon, Mon-
day, December 2, and end at noon, Friday, December 20.

Following are the seats open on area municipal boards for the 
upcoming 2019 election

Bald Head Island
Village voters will elect three council members. An ordinance 

approved in 2018 will stagger the terms. It sets the term length 
for the two top vote-getters in this election at four years while 
third place will get a two-year term.

Starting with the 2021 election, the mayor and two council 
members will be elected to four-year terms. In the 2023 elec-
tion, two council members will receive four-year terms.

Council seats open this fall are those held by Kit Adcock, John 
May and John Pitera.

Seats held by Mayor Andy Sayre and council member Betsi 
See Election, page 9A

Festive crowds have participated in the 
early events for the N.C. Fourth of July 
Festival that is in full swing in Southport 
this week. There are plenty of fun activi-
ties ahead for the family, leading up to 
Thursday’s parade and fireworks.

This edition includes coverage of those 
festival activities, including Beach Day at 
Oak Island. Following is a festival sched-
ule for July 4:

Thursday, July 4
7 to 10:30 a.m. — Pancake Breakfast — Annual pancake 
breakfast at Trinity United Methodist Church, 209 East Nash Street, 
to benefit church missions and evangelism.

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. — 9/11 Never Forget Memorial Mobile 
Exhibit — Stephen Siller Tunnel to Towers Foundation presents a 
mobile display at 115 East Nash Street. Free admission. Visit www.
tunnel2towers.org for information.

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. — N.C. Maritime Museum at Southport — 
Open for visitors, 204 East Moore Street.

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. — Community Non-profit Spotlight Booth 
— Features Hope4NC at the Community Spotlight, Waterfront Park.

10 a.m. to 5 p.m. — American Revolutionary Living History 
Exhibit — Southport Community Building front lawn at Fort 
Johnston; event of Tryon County Militia of North Carolina.

10 a.m. to 5 p.m. — Summer Regional Art Show — 
Associated Artists of Southport hosts show at Franklin Square 
Gallery, Franklin Square Park. Fourth of July raffle winners 
announced at 5 p.m.

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. — Arts and Crafts, Food — Arts and crafts 
vendors located in Franklin Square Park.

10 a.m. to 10 p.m. — Food Concessions — Variety of food 
vendors located along South Howe Street near Waterfront Park.

10:30 a.m. — Flag Raising Ceremony — Official flag-raising 
event before the parade at Howe and Moore streets (organized by 
Brunswick Town/Fort Anderson State Historic Site).

11 a.m. — N.C. Fourth of July Festival Parade — Annual 
parade marches along Moore and Howe streets; broadcast on 
WECT-TV6.

11 a.m. to 4 p.m. — Shine & Show Classic Cars — Car show 

See Schedule, page 5A
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Residents got a kick out of the 20th anniversary celebration for the Town of St. James on Monday. The Tap-
pers Extraordinare were a hit along the parade route that featured floats, marchers and group entries. The day 
included a performance by Mike’s Garage Band, marking the final gig for founder Mike Haase, and concluded  
with a fireworks display. More coverage can be found on page 11A and in next week’s edition.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Oak Island’s Board of Ad-
justment has recessed a street 
right of way dispute while the 
town and a homeowners as-
sociation attempt to mediate 
the issue at NE 54th Street.

The issue arises as town 
officials begin a systematic 
sweep to discover and remove 
intrusions and obstructions 
in road rights of way, start-
ing with those posing obvious 
safety hazards.

The disagreement over a 
chain-link fence at the north 
end of NE 54th Street arose 
when managers of the Dutch-
man’s Creek Villas condo-
miniums sought to repair 

the fence and other damage 
after Hurricane Florence. The 
town declined to issue a per-
mit for the fence repairs.

Fences are not allowed in 
street rights of way. The town 
contends that the right of way 
for NE 54th Street is like that 
of other street ends off Yacht 
Drive and extends to the wa-
ter. The town’s position is 
that it must have access to 
the stormwater culvert that 
extends to the water and the 
fence obstructs that access.

Representatives for the 
condominiums contend that 
the town’s right of way stops 
short of the fence and adja-
cent walkway that’s part of 
their private marina. They 
See Oak Island, page 13A
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Southport firefighters participate in the ‘Tanker Tug’ at Saturday’s annu-
al Firefighters Freedom Competition and Apparatus Expo at the Fourth 
of July Festival. More coverage of the event is on page 1B.

Photo contributed

Jacci Hohnstein of Oak Island Sea Turtle Protec-
tion Program confirms that a sea turtle nest was 
laid only about a foot from an existing nest.
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