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St. James Service Club receives $50,000

Donation establishes foundation

Oak Island mayor, council

Incumbents
will all seek
re-election

Height amendment draws
opposition; vote delayed

By Terry Pope
Associate Editor

Southport aldermen postponed action at their meeting 
June 13 on a proposal to increase the maximum height al-
lowed in business zones to 50 feet to accommodate a request 
by Southport Marina and Preston Development.

Discussion was delayed until July 11 because the advertised 
public hearing contained the wrong date.

The zoning text amendment to the city’s Unified Devel-
opment Ordinance, unanimously rejected by the Southport 
Planning Board last month, would allow construction of 
50-foot-tall dry storage structures for boats along the water-
front.

Currently, the business district’s maximum building height 
in Southport is 40 feet. If approved, the text change would 
apply to all parcels in the business district, not just the ma-
rina property.

Despite the postponement, numerous residents and one 
aldermen decided to weigh in on the issue.

Steve Wallace of Zimmerman Marine, partner of South-
port Marina, asked aldermen during a public address session 
last week to approve the amendment to “allow the expansion 
because Southport Marina continues to employ local folks 
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Crowd favorite returns: 208th Army Band 

Festival to open with Sunday concert

The St. James Service Club has accepted 
a $50,000 donation from three families, 
Wright, Atkinson and Smith/Robinette, who 
originally developed St. James Plantation, to 
create  the St. James Service Club Foundation. 

A reception was held June 12 at the Members 
Club in St. James Plantation with attendees 
including respective members of the Wright, 
Atkinson and Robinette families, former St. 
James Service Club Presidents, current Board 
and Executive Committee members and a 
representative from the North Carolina Com-
munity Foundation (NCCF), who will partner 
with the Service Club to manage the founda-
tion’s assets. 

The foundation, whose focus is to assist 
Brunswick County youth reach their full po-
tential, will be initially funded by this dona-
tion. Once the foundation is legally created 
with this initial gift, additional donations will 
be accepted.

The Service Club, the largest charitable or-
ganization in St James Plantation, was created 
in 1997 as a 501(c)(3) charitable organization 
whose mission is to identify and support the 
needs of our communities through volunteer 
participation and fund-raising. 

The club has donated over $1.7 million to 
Brunswick County nonprofits since its incep-
tion, and current active membership is ap-
proximately 350 residents of St. James Plan-
tation.

Service Club President Lynn Dutney thanked 
the family representatives on hand, Martha 
Hopkins, Kenan Wright and Homer Wright, 
for their foresight years ago. 

“I’m inspired by that small group of women 
who gathered around a table in 1997 to start 
the club to determine how we could come to-
gether to help the community,” Dutney stated. 

– Phillip Giles Jr.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Filing is still more than 
two weeks away, but all four 
incumbents on Oak Island 
Town Council said Monday 
they will seek re-election.

Mayor Cin Brochure is seek-
ing a third, two-year term. At 
the conclusion of that term, 
the successor will serve for 
four years, because of a 
change in the town’s charter.

Incumbent council mem-
bers Jeff Winecoff, Sheila Bell 
and Charlie Blalock are seek-
ing re-election to four-year 
terms.

Blalock is a Southport na-
tive and retired sergeant 
who served as community 
resource officer at Oak Island 
Police Department. He has 
four decades of experience 

in law enforcement and has 
been a full-time Oak Island 
resident for 15 years.

“I love this town.” he said. 
“I’ve always been in public 
service and enjoy meeting 
people and helping them 
solve problems.”

Blalock said he was proud 
to have played a role in the 
town’s achievements.

Winecoff is a facilities man-
ager for a healthcare company 
who’s lived here permanently 
since 2000.

He said the town was in fi-
nancial trouble when he first 
took office. “I’ve fought for ev-
ery taxpayer,” he said, adding 
that council has paid down 
the town’s debt considerably. 
“We’ve done so much with-
out raising taxes, except for 
sand.”

Winecoff said he had no 

Opening ceremonies for the N.C. 
Fourth of July Festival will be held 
Sunday, June 23, beginning at 2:30 
p.m. There will be welcomes from 
Southport Mayor Jerry Dove and 
Festival President, singing of the 
national anthem by South Bruns-
wick High School graduate Morgan 
Brendle, and flag raising on the 
Fort Johnston Lawn by Boy Scout 
Troop #238 sponsored by Trin-
ity United Methodist Church. The 
reading of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence by Lee Norris in period 
costume is followed by a military 
band concert by the 208th Army 
Reserve Band, Combination 9.0.

The 208th Army Band is a 
United States Army Reserve Band 
stationed in Concord. Combination 
9.0 (Jazz Band) will perform this 
year. The band’s primary mission 
is to promote the esprit de corps 
of our fighting forces and act as 
musical goodwill ambassadors for 
the Army throughout the entire 
Southeastern United States and 
Puerto Rico.

The 208th Army Band’s history 
started in 1956 when the band was 

activated after a lateral transfer of 
personnel and equipment from the 
94th Army National Guard Band 
of North Carolina.  The band was 
re-designated as the 808th Army 
Band and finally in 1984 re-desig-
nated as the 108th Division Band 
and attached to Headquarters 
Company in Charlotte.  In 2008, 
the band was re-designated once 
again as the 208th Army Band and 
moved to Concord under the 81st 
RSC. 

In 2000, the band was deployed 
to El Salvador as part of Operation 
New Horizons, Task Force Santa 
Fe to provide musical support for 
morale and to support interna-
tional community relations. 

However, the band’s most im-
portant and vital service continues 
to be providing moral support, 
performing in ceremonies for 
soldiers being deployed to combat 
and returning home and honoring 
fallen veterans in the form of Taps 
for military funerals and memorial 
services.  This event is sponsored 
by The City of Southport and orga-
nized by Southport Realty Inc.
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The 208th Army Band will return to this 
year’s N.C. Fourth of July Festival.

Find your piece of heaven on the southern coast...
The Brunswick Beaches offer the dream of classic southern coastal 
living and excceptional value. Second home or primary residence, our 
agents can help you find your new relaxation station. 

319 N. Howe Street   |   Southport, NC 28461   |   (910) 363-4565   |   southerncoastagents.com

DOING MORE FROM FOR SALE TO SOLD.  
That’s the sign of a RE/MAX agent.™
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Near the Southport City Pier proved to be a nice location for local resident Rena Powell to paint on Saturday 
during the Southport Plein Air Festival. The event drew 46 artists to the downtown area for several events last 
weekend, including a welcome reception, kids painting in Keziah Park, a Wet Paint Sale, and an awards cer-
emony. Powell was one of several who received awards: she took home the Tony Alderman Plein Award as well 
as the People’s Choice Award. More photos of the Plein Air painters are on page 1B.
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St. James Service Club accepts $50,000 in donations to establish the foundation.
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