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No-wake
approved

Three-year battle for waterway zone

Surf-Off one of many
weekend activities

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Brunswick County’s premiere water board sports event is 
Saturday, August 31, when surfers, paddle boarders and boo-

gie boarders will hit the waves for the 16th annual Labor Day 
Surf Off.

The public is encouraged to attend the free event from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. just east of Oak Island’s Ocean Crest Pier near 
the 16th Place East access.

More than 100 competitors are expected for the event 
which usually draws large, enthusiastic crowds.

“We may have some good waves if that little tropical de-

pression comes our way,” said Rebecca Squires, director of 
Parks and Recreation. “It’s a major amateur contest. 

“We get surfers from South Carolina, Wrightsville Beach, 
Carolina Beach and all the way up to the Outer Banks.”

Competitions include beginners, female and male youth, 
teens and adult men and women. Squires said there would 

See Surf-Off, page 10A
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By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

Southport will finally see 
a no-wake zone in its Intra-

coastal Waterway.
Approved in July by the 

U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, the zone will run from 
marker 1A through 2A. That’s 
approximately 3,000 feet in 
the vicinity of Southport Ma-

rina and the Yacht Basin.
The area will be marked 

with no-wake signs some 
time within the next 30 to 60 
days: there are still some per-

mits that need to be approved 
by CAMA and the U.S. Coast 
Guard.

Local officials have been 
pushing for the establishment 
of a no-wake zone for three-
and-a-half years.

Charlie Miller, chief deputy 

of the Brunswick County 
Sheriff’s Office, feared that 
if boaters didn’t slow down, 
someone could be seriously 
injured or killed. To date, 
there have been no life-threat-
ening incidents, but people 
have been knocked off docks 
at the marina and structures 
on the waterfront have suf-
fered damage from the wake.

The Water Infrastructure 
Improvements for the Na-

tion (WIIN) Act, passed by 
the U.S. House of Repre-

sentatives in 2016, included 
language by U.S. Rep. David 
Rouzer that stated the Army 
Corps of Engineers must 
work with communities to 
establish no-wake zones in 
federally-maintained water if 
there are safety concerns due 
to speeding boats producing 

See No-wake, page 10A
More than 60 kids 
took brush in hand 
for the third annu-
al Art in the Park 
event August 23 at 
Franklin Square 
Park (above). 
Peace Day Com-
mittee members 
will display the 
artwork at Frank-
lin Square Gallery 
on Peace Day, 
September 21. 
More coverage of 
Art in the Park is 
on page 1B. While 
school officially 
began Monday, 
the Class of 2031 
took its first steps 
into Southport 
Elementary School 
at open house last 
week (left). See 
more on that event 
on page 13B inside.
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State Insurance Commissioner Mike Causey, left, speaks with Oak Is-
land Mayor Cin Brochure and Town Manager David Kelly last week.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

State Insurance Commissioner Mike Causey 
toured Brunswick County last week to tout flood 
insurance, seniors’ health insurance information 
program, ways for agents to keep up to date, and to 
remind the public his department stands ready to 
help.

The commissioner is on his second round of vis-

its to all 100 North Carolina counties. He met with 
firefighters and seniors in Calabash, developers in 
Ocean Isle, town leaders in Oak Island and insur-

ance agents at the Southport-Oak Island Chamber 
of Commerce.

Causey said he was impressed with the number of 
and dedication of volunteers in Brunswick County. 
He encouraged seniors to study the department’s 
Senior Health Insurance Information Program, 
which assists those needing Medicare supplements. 
Those who need help can be assigned to a counselor 

for individualized services.
Causey stated that the service saved North Caro-

linians $60-million last year on prescriptions and 
services.

The commissioner also spoke of his role as state 
fire marshal and said he was proud to help rural fire 
departments with grants for equipment. He also 
mentioned hiring additional inspectors to get all de-

partments in the state inspected at least every five 
years.

Causey said hurricanes Matthew and Florence 
have sold many residents on flood insurance. Flor-

ence caused significant damage in some areas not 
previously considered flood-prone. He suggested 
that all homeowners consider buying it.

“If it rains where you live, you need flood insur-

ance,” he said.
The commissioner said the joint underwriters 

plan, also called “the beach plan,” was in sound fi-

nancial shape. It has close to $1.5-billion and is there 
See Causey, page 10A
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