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Brunswick County

Area braces 
for Dorian

States of emergency, evacuations
ordered as hurricane approaches

Island re-entry could 
require form of ID

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

If conditions warrant, it’s possible the Town of Oak Island 
could restrict travel and close the bridges to the mainland. 
If that happens, residents and property owners should be 
aware of the new policy for re-entry.

The restrictions are designed to promote public safety, 
prevent unauthorized persons from looting, and to expedite 
residents, property and business owners, and employees in 
returning to inspect and repair their properties.

 During and immediately after the storm, police and pub-
lic service employees will patrol the streets looking for dam-
aged buildings, blocked or flooded roads, and areas without 
electric power. A separate damage assessment team will 
also make reports and share them with Brunswick County’s 
Emergency Operations Center.

Should the town restrict travel, it could also impose a cur-
few and require some businesses to close. If the bridges are 
closed there may be restrictions on re-entry. In general, the 
bridges can close when winds exceed 40 mph or when other 
issues, such as water and sewer service disruptions, arise.

Initially, re-entry may be restricted to residents and prop-
erty owners. Those seeking to come to the island should be 
prepared to show an official photo identification card with an 
Oak Island address, or a recent utility or tax bill for an Oak 
Island address.

So long as at least one person is a legitimate resident or 
See Oak Island, page 10A
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Southport-Fort Fisher 

Ferry out of operation until October

Fill the Boot
Southport Fire Depart-
ment showed its con-
tinued support for the 
Muscular Dystrophy As-
sociation (MDA) during 
its annual Fill the Boot 
fundraising campaign 
over Labor Day weekend. 
On Saturday the depart-
ment raised more than 
$8,300 for MDA, which 
will help fund research 
and programs including 
support groups and the 
MDA Care Centers at 
UNC-Chapel Hill, Duke 
and Wake Forest.
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By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

After repairs, ferry opens 
briefly before another closure

The Southport-Fort Fisher 
ferry will be out of service 
until October after the ramp 
system failed last week.

On August 27, as workers 
raised the ramp off a loaded 
ferry so it could depart from 
Southport for its 10 a.m. trip, 
a cable snapped on the side 
nearest to the terminal build-
ing. The workers immediately 
stopped lifting it.

The staff could not let the 
ferry to leave the terminal 
since the entire ramp could 
fall into the water if the other 
line broke without a boat un-
derneath to catch it.

“There’s no way I could just 

leave that thing hanging in 
the air and just run over to 
Fort Fisher,” said Kirk Pistel, 
operations manager at South-
port, “‘cause if that had fallen, 
there’s no way in heck we’d 

ever be able to get it out.”
The ferry turned around 

so the vehicles could pull 
forward off the boat, but as 
the workers went to lower 
the ramp, the other cable 

snapped. The ramp crashed 
onto the boat’s deck at an 
angle, bending the metal on 
one side. Thirteen-and-a-
half tons of counterweight 
dropped more than 20 feet 
underwater, burying itself in 
the muck.

Because the ramp could 
not be lowered any more, 
two steel sheets were leaned 
against it so the cars’ tires 
could make it onto the el-
evated ramp. Some uneasy 
passengers had deckhands 
drive their cars for them. It 
was 12:30 p.m. by the time 
the passengers, with an es-
timated 15 cars, were off the 
ferry and had received their 
refunds.

It’s still unclear why the sys-
tem failed. The cables were 

See Ferry, page 6A
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Some contestants used their heads at Saturday’s ‘Go Jump in the Lake’ event at Boiling Spring Lakes. Collin 
Peattie, 11, attracted attention in winning the young splash-off competition. More coverage of the events, in-
cluding a 5K race and 1.5-mile run/walk, can be found on page 7B in our Portfolio section.
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Failed equipment will keep the Southport-Fort Fisher 
ferry out of operation until October.
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By Lee Hinnant
and Alexandria Sands

Staff Writers

Brunswick County’s and all of the state’s barrier islands are 
under a mandatory evacuation notice as Hurricane Dorian 
approaches. Caswell Beach and Boiling Spring Lakes have im-
posed curfews, and the last ferry will leave Bald Head Island at 
2:30 p.m. today (Wednesday, September 4).

The Town of Caswell Beach will close at noon today and re-
main closed until at least Friday. Oak Island Pier, the recreation 
center, the Par 3 golf course and other recreation facilities will 
close at noon Wednesday and remain closed Thursday. Oak Is-
land town offices will be closed Thursday.

Brunswick County government and court offices are closed 
through Friday.

Southport in state of emergency
The City of Southport declared a state of emergency begin-

ning Tuesday at 7 a.m. A voluntary evacuation order was issued 
for waterfront properties, low-lying or flood-prone areas, and 
mobile homes or manufactured housing.

The emergency operation center opened Wednesday at 8 
a.m. Extra fire and emergency medical services crews are sta-
tioned at the fire headquarters. The city will be using a drone, 
provided by Brunswick Community College, to check on areas 
throughout the storm.

Residents who evacuate should take an ID or city bill with 
their address. In the case the city closes due to damages, these 
documents will be needed for re-entry.

More decisions will be made, likely on Wednesday, regard-
ing a potential curfew and city office hours as well as road, pier, 
dock and park closures.

Caswell Beach’s curfew begins at 8 p.m. Wednesday and will 
be imposed until 6 a.m. Thursday. The same curfew also ap-
plies Thursday and Friday nights.

Brunswick County Schools
There is no school for Brunswick County students Wednes-

day and it is an optional workday for staff. Schools will close for 
both teachers and students on Thursday and Friday.

See Dorian, page 10A
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