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BCC Southport Center

Tour highlights progress made

County issues pro-choice
vaccine proclamation

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer 

Brunswick County commissioners passed a resolution No-

vember 11 opposing vaccine mandates as critical deadlines 
loom on the horizon.

President Joe Biden announced in September that em-

ployers with more than 100 workers will be required to 
vaccinate all employees or provide weekly testing. Biden’s 
plan to combat the COVID-19 pandemic established a De-

cember 5 deadline where employers must comply with the 
order, which includes requiring unvaccinated workers to 
wear masks at their job and deciding on whether to mandate 
either the vaccine or weekly testing. Private sector employ-

ees required to get the vaccine must do so by January 4. The 
“emergency temporary standard” will be overseen by OSHA 
(Occupational Safety and Health Administration). 

Commissioners adopted the resolution in support of in-

dividual freedoms for one’s vaccination status and personal 
health choices.  

“It’s very important because I believe this is an issue that 
See County, page 7A

COVID-19 shots
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Brunswick County Commissioner Mike Forte talks with Jill Williams about her 
latest project at the Southport Center. 

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer

Brunswick Community College (BCC) Presi-
dent Dr. Gene Smith was standing in front of a 
sawdust pile with pride. 

Smith is usually a stickler for cleanliness, but 
he made an exception at Thursday night’s an-

nual joint meeting between the BCC Board of 
Trustees and county commissioners. 

Sawdust on the floor in the new woodwork-

ing room at the BCC Southport Center sym-

bolized progress: students had made the mess, 
and that meant BCC was doing its job. 

“We have dreams,” Smith said of the South-

port Center. “You always have to have dreams 
of ways to make the facility better.” 

This year’s annual meeting provided anoth-

er opportunity for BCC to show county com-

missioners what’s been done at the center, 
what is currently taking place and what may 

happen in the future. Smith guided the board 
through a series of showcases where students 
and community members shared their stories 
about life-changing scholarship opportunities 
and expanding their horizons.  

“Community is the middle name in our 
name,” said Smith. “All five commissioners 
are here tonight and that shows the level of 
support we have with them. 

“They are able to provide us with the support 
that helps us grow, and have a vision of how 
we can move the college forward.”

Years ago, the center’s goal was to be a facil-
ity that fit in to its surrounding community. 
Commissioners saw proof that it does as they 
walked through the halls decorated with paint-
ings and the hand-crafted art that filled display 
cases.  

“Southport is a community that is artistic in 
nature and there is a lot of money behind  

See BCC, page 7A

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer

Paying big bills never is fun, 
and Brunswick County com-

missioners had to sign off on 
some pretty big checks at the 
board’s November meeting.

The biggest check approved 
by commissioners totaled 
nearly $3 million to cover the 
costs of repairing a 48” raw 
water line at the Lower Cape 
Fear Water & Sewer Author-

ity pump station.
Donald Dixon, Brunswick 

County Deputy Director of 
Public Utilities, appeared be-

fore commissioners to make 
the expenditure request and 
said it was the same line dam-

aged by Hurricane Floyd five 
years ago. Commissioners 

appropriated funds not to ex-

ceed $2,846,000 for the proj-
ect and the county is expected 
to hire State Utility Contrac-

tors Inc., the same company 
that handled a previous re-

pair to the line.  
“On November 5 we dis-

covered a leak on the 48” 
raw water line,” Dixon told 
commissioners. “As Bruns-

wick County is the operator 
of the Cape Fear Water and 
Sewer Pump Station we are 
responsible for the repair of 
that line.”

Utility workers noticed wa-

ter coming out of the ground 
near the line and immediately 
went to work setting up a by-

pass of the damaged section. 
Dixon said the problem has 
See Waterline, page 9A

Water pipeline leak

Repair bill 
totals $2.8M

Conservation alert rescinded

Lighthouse Landing blaze

Bald Head Island

Fire claims village condos, house
By Lee Hinnant

Staff Writer

A Saturday night fire of 
unknown origin claimed 
three condominium units 
and a house on Bald Head 
Island, destroying property 
collectively valued at nearly 
$2-million, tax records 
state.

No one was injured in 
the blaze that started at 
7:56 p.m. at the Lighthouse 
Landing neighborhood off 
North Bald Head Wynd, 
town officials reported. 
Investigators were still 
looking into the cause of 
the fire Monday, but village 
spokeswoman Carin Faulk-

ner said the blaze was 
See Fire, page 10A
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Firefighters battle the blaze that broke out around 8 p.m. Saturday, destroying three condos and a house.
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