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Lakes

Vegetation
a growing
problem

Conditional zoning
tentatively approved

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Oak Island Town Council heard positive news about fi-
nances during Tuesday night’s meeting and set the stage for 
approval of a new form of conditional zoning. Conditional 
zoning would allow the town to spell out the details on spe-
cific properties, subject to negotiations with the developer.

If approved, conditional zoning would be allowed on the 
mainland on residential tracts of 25 acres or more. It could 
happen on the island, but only for certain commercial devel-
opment, said Town Attorney Brian Edes.

Wes MacLeod, planner with the Cape Fear Council of Gov-
ernments, said the process allows the town greater flexibility 
and input from the public at large, instead of just owners of 
nearby properties. He noted the Planning Board worked on 
the details for four months, and that Brunswick County and 

See Oak Island, page 10A

Oak Island Council

2021 municipal elections

Reports detail 
money raised
by candidates
Former Oak Island Mayor Thomas
leads list by accumulating $33,000

Golden coast

For Sunset Harbor resident Lori Hayes:

Her nightmare finds a dream ending
By Eliot Duke

Staff Writer

When asked to describe the past two 
years, Lori Hayes responds with one 
word: “Hell.” 

Life for Hayes and her family was 
turned upside down in March 2020. 

Within hours of getting her husband, 
Chris, who had pneumonia checked into 
the hospital, Lori received news that 
would change her life forever. 

‘A snowball effect’
While they were at the hospital the 

family’s home in Sunset Harbor burned 
to the ground from an apparent elec-
trical fire, leaving the six of them - Lori, 
Chris, their daughter and three grand-
children - with no place to go, and with 
Lori left feeling like the weight of the 

world was on her shoulders. 
“They had just moved us upstairs to 

the emergency room at the beginning of 
all of (Chris’s) illnesses when the house 
burned down,” Hayes recalled. “I did 
the best I could. We were three days 
away from paying off the homeowner’s 
insurance. 

“I’ve had more happen to me in the 
last couple years than 10 people I know. 
It was just a snowball effect.” 

Over the next 21 months, the Hayes 
See Hayes, page 10A

Photo by Eliot Duke
BPH Secretary Becky Felton, left, 
set in motion a plan to help replace 
the home Lori Hayes lost to a fire.

By Michael Paul
Staff Writer

Boiling Spring Lakes Board 
of Commissioners discussed 
during its Jan. 4 meeting  how 
to control the vegetation in 
the city-owned dormant lakes 
which emptied when Hurri-
cane Florence ruptured dams 
in September 2018.

A schedule shown at the 
meeting indicates the earliest 
the dam restoration project 
will finish will be February 
2026, with water impound-
ment to follow.

According to a staff re-
port by the Planning/Zon-
ing and Code Enforcement 
departments, “Over the last 
few months, some residents 
and commissioners have 
expressed concern with re-
gard to debris and vegetative 
overgrowth in the dry lake 
beds. Most recently, residents 
have expressed concerns sur-
rounding the inhabitation of 
the vegetation by rats, mice 
and snakes. As directed, city 
staff reached out to various 
organizations and regulatory 
agencies to determine what, 
if any, options are available to 
help alleviate these concerns.”

BSL Chief Code Enforce-
ment Officer Ruth Bek re-
minded the board that “we 
are not exempt from our own 
rules. There is an obligation 
on our part as code enforce-
ment to have you, as the 
property owners, respond to 
these issues that are coming 
up with the rodents, particu-
larly.”

The report contained infor-
mation from the Brunswick 
County Cooperative Exten-
sion Office, the N.C. State 
Cooperative Extension Of-
fice, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service and the N.C. Forestry 
Service detailing pros and 
cons of the options.

The staff report listed 
three options: mowing/weed 
whacking/herbicides; con-
trolled burns; use of goats. 

“We need some guidance 
about which options you 
would like to pursue,” Bek 

See Lakes, page 8A

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

The November 2021 elec-
tion of mayors and members 
of councils in six area munic-
ipalities came collectively at 
considerable cost. Some win-
ners – and losers – together 
raised tens of thousands of 
dollars campaigning, state 
and local records show.

The process isn’t over quite 
yet. Final expense reports are 
due when the last bills are 
paid - whenever that occurs. 
The final year-end report for 
activities in 2021 is due Jan-
uary 28, said Sara LaVere, 
director of the Brunswick 
County Board of Elections.

The following review con-
siders only how much can-
didates reported raising, not 
whether they spent all, most 
or some of the funds. Can-
didates who filed only state-
ments of organization are 
presumed to have raised and 

spent less than $1,000. Those 
who stay under the $1,000 
threshold are not required to 
file reports, however; they are 
required to maintain a list of 
expenses.

Likewise, candidates whose 
early filings state they are 
“self-funded” do not have to 
file detailed reports, unless 
expenses exceed $1,000.

Who raised what?
Former Oak Island Mayor 

Ken Thomas led the field in 
fundraising, accumulating 
$33,000. Thomas’s candida-
cy was one of four in the area 
that required reporting to the 
State Board of Elections be-
cause of the amount of money 
involved and/or the complex-
ity. 

The other local candidates 
who filed with the state were 
Lou Ann Earnhardt (unsuc-
cessful candidate for Bald 
Head Island mayor), Charles 

See Reports, page 7A

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer

Updated guidance from the N.C. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services (NCDH-
HS) could shorten the time a student or staff 
member is held out of school due to COVID-19. 

The state revised its Strong School NC Pub-
lic Health Toolkit last Friday as the number of 
COVID-19 cases surge from the highly con-
tagious Omicron variant. The new guidelines 
cover a range of different scenarios regarding 
exposure, vaccination status and a school dis-
trict’s masking policy. 

According to the state toolkit, a person who 
tests positive with an antigen test but is as-
ymptomatic and not known to be in close con-

tact with someone diagnosed with COVID-19 
can return to school immediately after receiv-
ing a negative test within two days. Should the 
person test positive again, they can return to 
school five days after the initial positive as long 
as they remain asymptomatic. The person 
must wear a mask for an additional five days 
once returning to school. 

An asymptomatic person who tested posi-
tive with a PCR test can return to school five 
days after the test as long as they did not de-
velop symptoms. Mask use also is required for 
an additional five days.

Someone with symptoms and a positive test 
can return to school after at least five days after 
the first day of symptoms, it’s been at least 24 

See COVID, page 7A

Brunswick County Schools

State shortens COVID times

Photo by Morgan Harper
We are some distance from California’s Golden Coast, but we have our own ver-
sion here in Southport – thanks to beautiful sunsets this time of year.

Should city mow,
burn or hire goats?

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

The November 2021 elec-
tion of mayors and mem-
bers of councils in six area 
municipalities came collec-
tively at considerable cost. 
Some winners – and losers 
– together raised tens of 
thousands of dollars cam-
paigning, state and local re-
cords show.

The process isn’t over 
quite yet. Final expense re-
ports are due when the last 
bills are paid - whenever 
that occurs. The final year-
end report for activities in 
2021 is due January 28, said 
Sara LaVere, director of the 
Brunswick County Board of 
Elections.

The following review con-
siders only how much can-
didates reported raising, 
not whether they spent all, 
most or some of the funds. 
Candidates who filed only 
statements of organization 
are presumed to have raised 

and spent less than $1,000. 
Those who stay under the 
$1,000 threshold are not re-
quired to file reports, how-
ever; they are required to 
maintain a list of expenses.

Likewise, candidates 
whose early filings state 
they are “self-funded” do 
not have to file detailed re-
ports, unless expenses ex-
ceed $1,000.

Who raised what?
Former Oak Island Mayor 

Ken Thomas reported total 
receipts of $2,600. He stat-
ed his total receipts were 
roughly $8,600 but he did 
not spend that much.

The other local candidates 
who filed with the state were 
Lou Ann Earnhardt (un-
successful candidate for 
Bald Head Island mayor), 
Charles Farley (unsuccess-
ful candidate for Oak Island 
Town Council) and Robert 
Carroll (successful candi-
date for Southport Board of 

See Reports, page 7A 
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Obituaries

MRS. STEENECK

Regina Aultice
Steeneck

Regina Aultice Steeneck, 
age 73, of Southport, North 
Carolina, passed away on 
Monday, January 10, 2022. 

Regina was born April 23, 
1948, in Lynchburg, Virginia,  
the daughter of the late Al-
bert Aultice and Hilda Fields 
Aultice.

“It’s not how you start; it’s 
how you finish.” From rural 
middle-class Virginia, Re-
gina developed a winning 
personality in her formative 
years, that included attending 
college at Virginia Tech.  She 
bought a ‘69 Firebird con-
vertible to commute to her 
first job as an AT&T comput-
er programmer.  She met her   
husband Lee at VPI and the 
two married soon after grad-
uation.  

She raised two loving chil-
dren in Connecticut while 
working at Aetna Insurance 
and doing computer consult-
ing jobs both as an employ-
ee and then as a freelancer.  
She also volunteered time to 
manage computer systems 
and software for nonprofit or-
ganizations.  

She was also quite the col-
lector – notably of David 
Winter cottages, Charming 
Tails figurines, lighthouses, 
and wine!  And she was a car 
enthusiast, owning Porsches 
and BMWs.  

She traveled extensively 
with her husband, since she 
was now retired, and while he 
went to the office in various 
global subsidiaries of GenRe, 
she would tour the major 
capitals.  After Lee retired in 

2007 they began an epic run 
of many countries and wine 
tours, ending in 2020 with 
just over 100 countries visit-
ed.  

Within St. James Planta-
tion she made many friends, 
joined many clubs, and both 
hosted and attended nu-
merous dinner and cocktail 
parties.  Her technical and 
social skills were quite useful 
in her decades-long volunteer 
church work as well.   She has 
helped raise money as well as 
being philanthropic.  Some 
people described her as the 
“ever-ready bunny.”  

During quiet times, she 
marveled at the wildlife we 
experience here in coastal 
Carolina, although those Af-
rican safaris have beautiful 
wildlife too. 

Mrs. Steeneck was a mem-
ber of St. Peter Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in South-
port.

Surviving are her husband 
of 51 years, Lee R. Steeneck; 
two sons, Bradley Steeneck 
and Darren Steeneck; a 
brother, Lee Cundiff and his 
fiance, Lisa; and a sister,   Su-
san Keener and her husband, 
Chuck.

A celebration of her life will 
be held at 11 a.m. on Monday 
January 17, at St. Peter Evan-
gelical Lutheran  Church in 
Southport.

 A time of gathering of fam-
ily and friends will be held 
from 3 to 5 p.m. on Saturday, 
January 15, and 1 to 3 p.m. on 
Sunday, January 16, in the 
Peacock Newnam & White 
Funeral and Cremation Ser-
vice Chapel.

Fond memories and ex-
pressions of sympathy may 
be shared at www.peacock-
newnamwhite.com for the 
Steeneck family.

 In lieu of flowers memo-
rials may be sent in honor of 
Mrs. Steeneck’s memory to 
the American Cancer Society 
(www.cancer.org) or to  Sea 
Biscuit Wildlife Shelter sea-
biscuitwildlifeshelter.org.

Peacock - Newnam & White 
Funeral and Cremation Ser-
vice, Southport, North Caro-
lina.

Full obituary

Reports: detail municipal election spending
Continued from page 1A
Farley (unsuccessful candidate for Oak Island Town Council) 
and Robert Carroll (successful candidate for Southport Board 
of Aldermen).

Thomas lost his bid for re-election at Oak Island to political 
newcomer Liz White. How much White raised is unknown; the 
new mayor’s three filings indicate she established a campaign 
account with a local bank but they all show a zero balance. The 
last report she filed was August 12, 2021, records show. LaVere 
confirmed Monday that White has missed the deadline for two 
campaign finance reports.

Other Oak Island candidates and the amounts they reported 
raising are:

n John Bach, elected to a second term, self-funded.
n Charles Farley, unsuccessful candidate for council, $1,700 

raised with a certification of a threshold of $3,000.
n Mark Martin, winner of a seat on council, self-funded.
n Lynn McDowell, unsuccessful candidate for council, $5,771.
n Loman Scott, who lost a bid for re-election, $1,375.
n Bill Craft, winner of a council seat, $6,306.

Southport
n Robert Carroll raised $12,846 and won a seat on the board 

of aldermen.
n Marc Spencer raised $1,150 in his unsuccessful bid for 

re-election.
n Karen Mosteller won re-election; no funds reported.
n Vickie Potter lost her bid for the board with no funds re-

ported.
n Nelson Adams lost a bid for the board; no funds reported.
n Richard Alt won a seat on the board and raised $6,632.
n Rhonda Davis lost her bid with no funds reported.
n Lora Sharkey lost re-election to the board with no funds 

reported.

Bald Head Island
n Lou Ann Earnhardt raised $11,535 in her unsuccessful bid 

for mayor.
n Peter Quinn was elected mayor with no funds reported.
n Robert Drumheller lost a bid for council with no funds re-

ported.
n Scott Gardner was re-elected to council with no funds re-

ported.
n Emily Hill was re-elected and self-funded.
n Nathan McBrayer lost a council bid and was self-funded.

Boiling Spring Lakes
n Jeff Winecoff was elected mayor and raised $857.
n Tom Guzulaitis lost a bid for mayor and was self-funded.
n Bill Clark lost a bid for re-election and was self-funded.
n David Mammay won a council seat with no funds reported.
n Eric Maynes lost a bid for council and was self-funded.
n Kimberly Sherwood won a council seat and was self-fund-

ed.

Caswell Beach
There were two candidates for two commission posts. 
n George Kassler was re-elected and self-funded.
n Sharon Remaly won the other post and was self-funded.

St. James
n Dennis Barclay lost a bid for re-election and was self-fund-

ed.
n Jim Board won a council seat and was self-funded.
n David DeLong won re-election with no funds reported.
n David Morgan won a council seat with no funds reported.
n Jeff Mount lost a bid for re-election and was self-funded.

COVID: vaccination clinics set for this week

Mask policy amended
Senate Bill 654, which Gov. Roy Cooper signed into law last 

August, was drafted in response to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and placed a wide-range of requirements on local boards of 
education including one focused on wearing face masks. 

According to the bill, school boards must vote every month 
on whether to continue or modify its existing mask policy. 

The Brunswick County Board of Education amended its 
mask policy at its Dec. 7 meeting, eliminating a condition 
that seemed to be creating confusion with parents. Under 
its previous policy, masks were optional if less than 10% of 
a school’s population were in quarantine. As case numbers 
were constantly fluctuating, parents weren’t sure whether 
masking was required or not from one day to the next. 

Board members unanimously voted to remove the 10% 
trigger - and for mask wearing to be optional. 

“There is no real reason to send kids home who are not 
sick,” board Vice Chair Robin Moffitt said at the time. “We 
are losing tons of instructional time because of kids being 
sent home who are not (COVID) positive.” 

The board voted again during its Jan. 4 monthly meeting, 
this time amidst a surge in coronavirus cases caused by the 
highly transmissible Omicron variant. Brunswick County re-
ported more than 319 new cases on Jan. 3 and more than 
1,300 county residents either hospitalized or isolating at 
home. The county also had a 18% positivity rate.  

A rise in total cases, however, hadn’t translated into a flood 
of absences across Brunswick County Schools at the time of 
the meeting. 

Superintendent Dr. Jerry Oates told the board that 819 stu-
dents missed school on Jan. 4, but only 55 were out due to 
medical reasons along with 96 in quarantine due to contact 
tracing.  

“[819] is not atypical,” Oates said. “That was for all absenc-
es combined.” 

After hearing Oates’ update, the board unanimously voted 
to keep its current voluntary masking policy in place.

– Eliot Duke

Brunswick SchoolsContinued from page 1A
hours since the person had a fever and other symptoms are im-
proving. The person must continue to wear a mask for 10 days 
after the first day of symptoms. The same applies for a person 
with symptoms who has not been tested for COVID-19 or visit-
ed a health care provider.

The toolkit also updated guidelines when it comes to ex-
posure. A person in a mask-optional setting, like Brunswick 
County Schools, who comes in close contact with someone 
with COVID-19 must be excluded from school for five days af-
ter exposure. The person may return to school after five days if 
they are asymptomatic, but must continue to wear a mask for 
an additional five days. 

“Research and lived experience in this pandemic have shown 
it is essential we do everything we can to safely keep our stu-
dents in the classroom,” NCDHHS Chief Deputy Secretary 
Susan Gale Perry said. “In-person learning is more than aca-
demics, it’s also children interacting with their peers, getting 
healthy meals and accessing critical support services.” 

A vaccinated person who also received a booster does not 
need to miss school if they are asymptomatic after being in 
close contact to someone with COVID-19. The person still must 
wear a mask for 10 days after exposure. Boosters are not re-
quired to meet this exception for ages five through 17. 

If a person comes into close contact to someone with 
COVID-19 and both people are properly wearing a mask the 
entire time, exclusion from school is not necessary. A person 
who had COVID-19 in the past 90 days also does not have 
to miss school following a close contact if they experience no 
symptoms. 

Individuals in mask-required school settings do not need 
to be excluded from school after a close contact if they have 
no symptoms. Quarantine measures could still apply in non-
school settings. 

The NCDHHS stressed the importance of getting vaccinated 
and receiving a booster for those who are eligible.

Vaccination clinics
Brunswick County Health Services is offering COVID-19 

vaccination clinics this week for persons ages 12 and up to get 
vaccinated. Appointments are not necessary at these clinics. 
COVID-19 vaccines are free to everyone regardless of whether 
they have insurance - insurance is not required.

Health Services is offering first and second doses for everyone 
ages 12 and up, third additional doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech 
and Moderna (mRNA) vaccines for the immunocompromised, 
and booster vaccines (ages 12 and up) at these clinics.

Individuals who received either the Pfizer-BioNTech or Mod-
erna vaccines are now eligible to receive a booster shot follow-
ing five months or more after their initial series.

The Pfizer-BioNTech pediatric vaccine for children ages five 
through 11 will not be offered at these clinics. Appointments 
can be booked for pediatric vaccines at the main clinic in Boliv-
ia by visiting brunswickcountync.gov/vaccines.

Thursday, Jan. 13 / Shallotte area
The Pfizer-BioNTech pediatric vaccine for children ages 5-11 

is not available at this clinic.
Coastal Cinemas 10 Parking Lot / 5200 Bridgers Road, Shal-

lotte 9:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. and 1 to 3:45 p.m. (closed for lunch 
from noon to 1 p.m.)

Drive-thru
Friday, Jan. 14 / Shallotte area
The Pfizer-BioNTech pediatric vaccine for children ages 5-11 

is not available at this clinic.
Coastal Cinemas 10 Parking Lot / 5200 Bridgers Road, Shal-

lotte 9:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. and 1 to 3:45 p.m. (closed for lunch 
from noon to 1 p.m.)

Drive-thru
Health Services will have all three vaccine types—Pfizer-Bi-

oNTech, Moderna and J&J—at these clinics, however those 
aged 17 or younger are only eligible for the Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccine.

The CDC now recommends Moderna & Pfizer COVID-19 
vaccines as best choice for most people for preventing severe 

infection from COVID-19. People who prefer to receive the 
Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine will continue to have 
access to it, given they do not have any contraindications, as 
will people who cannot receive an mRNA vaccine. 

The CDC emphasizes that receiving any vaccine, including 
the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, is better than being unvacci-
nated.

Pediatric COVID-19 Vaccines (ages five through 11)
The Pfizer Pediatric vaccine for youth ages five through 11 

is available by appointment only at Brunswick County Health 
Services main clinic in Bolivia. Parents can book appointments 
online or call the Public Health Call Line at 910-253-2339 
(Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., excluding holi-
days) to schedule an appointment.

Those ages five through 17 are eligible for the Pfizer-BioN-
Tech version of the vaccine only. Health Services requires writ-
ten permission from a parent/legal guardian to administer vac-
cines to those ages five through 15 and boosters to those ages 
12-17. If someone else brings your child to their appointment, 
complete a consent form to send with them. Forms are avail-
able for download at brunswickcountync.gov/vaccines.

The vaccination clinics follow the state guidelines for a clini-
cal setting and require everyone to wear masks.

Insurance is not required for a vaccine, but you are encour-
aged to bring your ID and insurance cards to the clinic if avail-
able.

More information about COVID-19 vaccines is at brunswick-
countync.gov/vaccines.

LOWER CAPE FEAR
LIFECARE
MET US WHERE 
WE WERE ON 
THIS JOURNEY.

“They brought not only an extra set of ears and eyes  
but compassion. They were just as concerned  
about me as they were about him.”

MARY GRACE, Wife of Hospice Patient 

Your journey. Our mission.

LifeCare.org   I   800.733.1476

Now offering Dentures in A Day

New Location 
Westgate Plaza (near Walmart)

Leland

910-371-9444
www.DenturesInADay.com

• Oral Surgery • Implants

New PatieNts welcome • most iNsuraNce accePted

Angelwing
Needle Arts

Knitting Needlepoint Cross Stitch Quilting
507 North Howe Street, Southport

910-454-9163
409 North Burrington Ave. | Southport, NC 28461

910-454-4513 | banderaarchitecture.com

a r c h i t e c t u r e

Serving
Brunswick
County for
20 years!

Continued from page 1A
Aldermen).
Thomas lost his bid for re-election at Oak Island to polit-

ical newcomer Liz White. How much White raised is unknown; 
the new mayor’s three filings indicate she established a campaign 
account with a local bank but they all show a zero balance. The 
last report she filed was August 12, 2021, records show. LaVere 
confirmed Monday that White has missed the deadline for two 
campaign finance reports.

Other Oak Island candidates and the amounts they reported 
raising are:

n John Bach, elected to a second term, self-funded.
n Charles Farley, unsuccessful candidate for council, $1,700 

raised with a certification of a threshold of $3,000.
n Mark Martin, winner of a seat on council, self-funded.
n Lynn McDowell, unsuccessful candidate for council, $5,771.
n Loman Scott, who lost a bid for re-election, filed statement of 

organization. Scott said he spent less than $400.
n Bill Craft, winner of a council seat, $6,306.
Southport
n Robert Carroll raised $12,846 and won a seat on the board 

of aldermen.
n Marc Spencer raised $1,150 in his unsuccessful bid for 

re-election.
n Karen Mosteller won re-election; no funds reported.
n Vickie Potter lost her bid for the board with no funds reported.
n Nelson Adams lost a bid for the board; no funds reported.
n Richard Alt won a seat on the board and raised $6,632.
n Rhonda Davis lost her bid with no funds reported.
n Lora Sharkey lost re-election to the board with no funds reported.

Bald Head Island
n Lou Ann Earnhardt raised $11,535 in her unsuccessful bid 

for mayor.
n Peter Quinn was elected mayor with no funds reported.
n Robert Drumheller lost a bid for council with no funds reported.
n Scott Gardner was re-elected to council with no funds reported.
n Emily Hill was re-elected and self-funded.
n Nathan McBrayer lost a council bid and was self-funded.

Boiling Spring Lakes
n Jeff Winecoff was elected mayor and raised $857.
n Tom Guzulaitis lost a bid for mayor and was self-funded.
n Bill Clark lost a bid for re-election and was self-funded.
n David Mammay won a council seat with no funds reported.
n Eric Maynes lost a bid for council and was self-funded.
n Kimberly Sherwood won a council seat and was self-funded.

Caswell Beach
There were two candidates for two commission posts.
n George Kassler was re-elected and self-funded.
n Sharon Remaly won the other post and was self-funded.

St. James
n Dennis Barclay lost a bid for re-election and was self-funded.
n Jim Board won a council seat and was self-funded.
n David DeLong won re-election with no funds reported.
n David Morgan won a council seat with no funds reported.
n Jeff Mount lost a bid for re-election and was self-funded.

This story has been updated to include corrections to the total 
receipts for Ken Thomas and Loman Scott.
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