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Town seeks sand study,
cost-sharing from Corps

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

The Town of Oak Island is asking federal officials to use 
recently approved supplemental disaster relief funds for a 
study of beachfront erosion. If approved, the study portion of 
the work would be paid for at least in part if not in whole by 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

If the study is approved and funded, the next step would 
be agreements for pre-construction engineering, design and 
construction. The town has acknowledged that it would also 
need to agree to operate and maintain a future storm damage 
reduction project.

In a letter to the Corps, Town Manager David Kelly called 
the possibility a “study partnership.” He said the study could 
lead to some sort of cost-sharing agreement for future place-
ment of sand.

“It’s truly in its infancy,” said Mayor Cin Brochure.
“The Corps is coordinating efforts to create partnerships 

with Caswell Beach, Oak Island and Holden Beach to share 
the costs of studies for potential dredging/nourishment proj-
ects that may benefit one or more of the towns,” Kelly wrote 
in a memorandum to Town Council.

In 2018, the Corps used the same mechanism for an agree-
ment for a study at Folly Beach, S.C. That study was limited 
to a cost of $3-million.

In 2013, the Corps was involved with a study of storm 
See Oak Island, page 7A
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Southport Police Department

Officers enforce golf cart ordinance

Oak Island to hold benefit event August 10

Raleigh man dies after freak wave encounter

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Races have developed for most municipal offices up for elec-
tion in November. The filing period closed Friday.

One-stop, absentee voting runs from October 16-November 
1. The deadline to register to vote is October 11.

Southport
Southport voters will elect a mayor and three aldermen this 

fall, including a rematch.
Incumbent Mayor Jerry Dove has filed, as has his opponent 

from the previous election, Dr. Joe Pat Hatem.
Dove’s seat is open for a two-year term. Voters will also fill 

two Ward 2 aldermen seats and one Ward 1 alderman seat for 
four-year terms.

In Ward 1, incumber Robert Tucker has filed for re-election. 
He faces David Miller and Tom Lombardi.

In Ward 2, Jim Powell and Rick Pukenas have filed for re-
election. They face challengers Nelson Adams, John Allen, 
Lowe Davis and Eric King.

Seats held by aldermen Marc Spencer, Karen Mosteller and 
See Election, page 7A

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

A 37-year-old engineer from Raleigh died Friday after 
what his wife described as “an intense wave” threw him 
into the sand, breaking his neck near the Southeast 
Third Street beach access Thursday.

Lee Dingle was playing in the water with three of 
the couples’ six children at about 5 p.m. when a wave 
slammed him into the sand. His wife, Christian writer 
Shannon Dingle, wrote in her blog that swelling from 
the injury was so severe that his brain couldn’t get 
enough oxygen.

“Some heroes – including our kids – tried to save 
him, but it wouldn’t have mattered what they did,” 
Dingle wrote. “His body couldn’t recover from the 
initial injury.”

Oak Island Fire Chief Chris Anselmo said bystanders 
were performing cardio-pulmonary resuscitation on the 

victim when he and other responders arrived.
Paramedics called for a LifeFlight helicopter, which 

landed in front of Fire Station 1 at East Oak Island 
Drive, but Anselmo said the patient’s pulse was inter-
mittent, and there’s not enough space on board the 
chopper to perform CPR.

Brunswick County Emergency Medical Services, with 
help from St. James and Oak Island responders, sped 
the victim to New Hanover Regional Medical Center, 
where he was treated in the intensive care unit.

Responders initially thought they were called to a 
near-drowning, Anselmo said. Dingle died the following 

See Death, page 7A
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Lee Dingle with his wife Shannon Dingle. The 
Raleigh engineer lost his life Friday after an in-
tense wave threw him into the sand, breaking 
his neck at Oak Island.

By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

If you’re riding your golf 
cart around Southport, have 
your seat belt buckled and 
your registration sticker dis-
played, or risk seeing those 
blue lights behind you.

Southport Police Chief Todd 
Coring said the department is 
beginning to enforce the city’s 
golf cart ordinance that was 
adopted in January 2018. 
Drivers will be approached by 
an officer if they’re operating 
an unregistered cart or break-
ing any laws, but they’ll likely 
just get a warning, for now.

As stated in the ordinance, 
all golf carts in the city limits 
must be inspected and reg-
istered to ride on city-main-
tained roads. The registration 
and sticker, which costs $25, 
should be renewed by July 1 
of each year.

“There is a grace period,” 
Coring said. “We’re not out 

trying to be hard about this. 
We’re just trying to promote 
safe operations.”

At an inspection, the cart is 
checked for tires, seat belts, 
mirrors, parking brakes, turn 
signals and lights.

Carts with license plates 
from the N.C. Department of 
Motor Vehicles must also dis-
play a city sticker but do not 
have to pay the $25 fee. 

A license plate allows carts 
to drive on state-maintained 
roads, as long as the speed 
limit is 35 mph or less. Those 
include Moore, Howe, 9th, 
West West and Leonard 
streets. Carts without a li-
cense plate can cross over 
these roads but may not drive 
on them continuously. 

In addition to being in-
spected and registered like a 
vehicle, golf carts have many 
of the same laws. Passengers 
should be wearing seat belts, 
and children should be in a 

See Southport, page 7A

Photo contributed

Southport Police officers are making friendly stops 
on golf carts to educate drivers about safety rules.
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S Wrap Yourself Around .. . Southport-Oak Island, with these distinctive mugs

$12 each  Available at The State Port Pilot office,114 E. Moore Street, Downtown Southport

COULD BE 
YOUR AD!

Call today to find how 
to get your service, sale, 

or event on the front page 
of The State Port Pilot!

910-457-4568
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Photo by Morgan Harper

Campers at this year’s Kids Fire Camp end the day cooling off. Southport Fire and Police departments teamed 
up with Southport Parks and Recreation to teach fire safety and practice drills. More photos on page 1B.
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