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OI firefighter competes internationally

Peacock among top lifeguards

Sports – 11A

Superior Court Judge Ola Lewis and former Southport City Manager Rob Gandy

Community mourns passing of two influential leaders

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Oak Island firefighter and paramedic Mo 
Peacock recently returned from an interna-

tional lifeguarding competition with a third-
place prize for beach flags and fifth place for 
the 90-meter sand sprint.

Peacock and the other 15 members of Team 
USA competed against the best from nine oth-

er nations in Durban, South Africa.
A seasonal lifeguard with Wrightsville 

Beach’s ocean rescue team, Peacock took top 
honors for the national men’s beach flag event 
this past summer in Virginia Beach. It was his 
fifth trip to the national competition sponsored 
by the International Life Saving Association.

Peacock, who went to UNC-W on a track 
scholarship, said running was his strongest 
area.

The beach flags event tests speed, aggression 
and stamina. Ten competitors line up for a 20-
yard dash to grab nine sticks (or flags). The 
sprints continue like musical chairs until only 

one remains. His third-place finish in South 
Africa puts him among the top lifeguards in 
the world.

“It was a humbling experience and I met 
some amazing people,” Peacock said. “They 
were friendly and welcoming, especially the 
South Africans. I was able to learn and make 
myself better. I hope I can go back.”

Surfing and lifesaving skills are ingrained 
into the culture of South Africa, he said. Clubs 
there include families, much like sailing and 
yachting clubs in the United States. 

Peacock and his family met members of 
some of the country’s nine native tribes and 
went on a photographic jungle safari.

“It was very interesting,” he said. “I’m ap-

preciative that I got to go and represent our 
country.”

Peacock said the experience made him want 
to train even harder. 

He intends to make it to the regional contest 
this summer in Jacksonville Beach, Florida, 
the nationals in South Padre Island, Texas, 
and to the world event next year in Italy.

Mo Peacock, right, competes in an international lifeguarding competition he calls 
“a humbling experience.” (Photo contributed)
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Rob Gandy was manager of the City of Southport for more than a decade.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Rob Gandy, Southport’s longest-serving 
city manager, died on December 24 in 
South Carolina. A relative stated Gandy, 
who was 65 years old, had an aneurysm 
and did not suffer.

Gandy had recently retired to the Lake 
Wateree, South Carolina, area after a long 
career in public service. He was described 
by those who worked with and knew him 
as thoughtful, kind and adept at solving 
problems.

Born in Ridley Park, Pennsylvania, 
Gandy grew up in Selma, North Carolina, 
and graduated from Smithfield-Selma 
Senior High School in 1972. He attended 
Johnston County Community College and 
Widener College in Chester, Pennsylva-

nia, before earning a Bachelor of Science 
degree and an MPA in Public Manage-

ment and Policy in 1985 at Appalachian 
State University. 

 He worked in Plymouth, North Caro-

lina, before becoming City Manager of 
Southport  in 1993, a time of significant 
growth and a real estate boom. The 
pressures on the city were numerous and 
sometimes conflicting, but staff from that 
time said that, no matter what was going 
on, Gandy kept his office door open at the 
old town hall.

“He was a dedicated public servant and 
a good fellow,” said former mayor and 
police chief Jerry Dove. “He was always 
accessible, willing to help and a tremen-

dous morale builder. Rob always looked 
on the brighter side.”

Southport Fire Chief Charles Drew 
recalled that Gandy’s first day on the job 
was during the unnamed Nor’easter in 
March 1993. Gandy arrived during hur-

ricane force winds and by the end of the 
day it was snowing.

“We learned quickly that Rob was a 
secure anchor in the time of the storm,” 

See Gandy, page 8A

Gandy was adept at solving problems
Pilot file photo

Judge Ola Lewis presents the Southport Rotary Club’s Officer of the Year 
Award to Southport’s Riley Ransom in April of this year.

Judge Lewis helped turn lives around
By Lee Hinnant

Staff Writer

Senior Resident Superior Court Judge 
Ola M. Lewis died Sunday from a rare 
form of liver cancer. Lewis, who was the 
state’s youngest jurist when first appoint-
ed in 1993, was 54 years old.

The judge died at home in Bolivia and 
was with her family, state Sen. Bill Rabon 
said in a prepared statement. Rabon was 
Lewis’ godfather.

Lewis had a reputation as a firm but 
fair judge with compassion. She was 
instrumental in establishing Brunswick 
County’s drug and alcohol treatment 
courts and the county’s Opioid Task 
Force. At the time of her passing, Lewis 
was the longest-serving woman on the 
bench in North Carolina. 

She was also the youngest judge for the 
State of North Carolina, at 27, when she 
was first elected.

Lewis earned her undergraduate degree 

from Fayetteville State University and her 
law degree from N.C. Central University. 
Admitted to the bar in 1990, she clerked 
for Dan Blue’s law firm in Raleigh. Blue 
was the first African-American speaker of 
the state House.

Lewis was an assistant district attorney 
from 1991-1993 and was first appointed as 
a District Court judge in 1993.

Former governor Mike Easley recalled 
establishing the first treatment courts in 
1993 while he served as state attorney 
general.

“Ola was full of enthusiasm and energy,” 
Easley said. “She used her personality and 
and legal skills to help others, especially 
in the drug treatment court, where she 
helped drug addicts become productive 
people. Ola knew there was good in all 
people and she saw it as her mission to let 
it flourish.

“Ola’s passing is a loss to the judiciary 
and to all of Brunswick County.”

See Lewis, page 5A
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