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Park upgrades include
dog run, walking trails

By Gary Pethe
Staff Writer

The recently adopted Brunswick County fiscal year 2022 
budget includes $500,000 in capital upgrades for Smithville 
District Park, located at 8340 River Road, SE in Southport. 
According to Brunswick County Parks and Recreation Direc-

tor Aaron Perkins, the budgeted improvements are in addi-
tion to new restrooms that were approved more than a year 
ago and are currently in the permitting stage.  

“I know that $500,000 sounds like a lot of money,” said 
Perkins, “however, with today’s higher costs of everything, 
that money can only go so far.”

The funds will enable adding back some amenities that 
were taken out of the original plan due to the higher than ex-

pected price tag, according to Perkins. 
Amenities made possible by the new funding are:
• 3,000 feet of sidewalks and walking trails, as well as con-

nection of the walking trails to the back of the park to make 
it a large loop;

• A dog park in one of the wooded areas; and 
• An additional basketball court with lighting next to the 

existing basketball court. 
“Those are the amenities I know we can put in with the 

designated funds for the park,” Perkins said, adding that by 
doing much of the work with in-house staff, the budget can 

See Park, page 10A

Smithville District

Former Bald Head Island Conservancy intern Will Freund

Kayaker spreads word about climate change

Events scheduled July 1-4 for Southport and Oak Island

N.C. Fourth of July Festival makes its return this week

Take a Kid Surfing

INSIDE: Your free copy of our 2021 N.C. 4th of July Festival Program

It’s time to honor our nation’s birthday with 
the 2021 N.C. Fourth of July Festival held this 
year in two locations – Southport and Oak 
Island.

Although this year’s festival schedule has 
been trimmed and altered a bit because of the 
lingering COVID-19 pandemic, the patriot-
ic spirit of America is alive and well in the 
community for the many events that are still 
scheduled for July 1-4.

Like our nation and its resilient people, 
the N.C. Fourth of July Festival is striving to 
return to a sense of normalcy and has taken 

big steps this year toward that goal.
Still, it will be a different kind of festival 

because some restrictions remain for mass 
gatherings – there is no parade, no firefight-
ers competition, and no main stage enter-

tainment or concerts along the Southport 
waterfront.

However, there are two nights of fireworks 
from Oak Island set for Thursday, July 1, 
and Sunday, July 4. Beach Day activities are 
taking place Thursday at Oak Island, which 
will also host band performances, the annual 
arts and crafts market at Middleton Park, 

professional wrestling and more.
Southport festivities include readings of 

the Declaration of Independence, children’s 
entertainment on the Fort Johnston lawn, 
smaller entertainment venues as local bands 
perform at various locations throughout the 
city, cemetery tours, flag raising and flag 
retirement ceremonies, and the Red White 
and Blue Freedom Flotilla on the Southport 
waterfront. And don’t forget the Red White 
and Blue car show at Bill Smith Park off of 
Long Beach Road.

A complete schedule of festival events can 

be found inside the official 2021 N.C. Fourth 
of July Festival Program that’s included in 
this edition of The State Port Pilot. Or you 
can visit www.nc4thofjuly.com online for the 
latest updates.

Last year, the festival was held virtually due 
to health concerns, lockdowns and strict gath-

ering restrictions because of COVID-19. While 
large gatherings are still being mostly avoided 
this year, there are plenty of activities for 
families to enjoy as the area’s Independence 
Day celebration, and the state’s official Fourth 
of July Festival, makes its return.
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Will Freund pauses overnight at Oak Island on a 1,000-mile sailing and paddling 
journey from Miami to Norfolk to raise awareness about climate change.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

North Carolina native and 
former Bald Head Island 
Conservancy intern Will Fre-

und is nearing the final leg of 
a 1,000-mile kayak journey 
to raise awareness about 
climate change. 

Freund, a biologist, stopped 
for three nights last week at 
Oak Island’s South Harbour 
and at Bald Head.

With backing from corpo-

rate sponsors and support 
from North Carolina environ-

mental educators, Freund 
started in March 2020, sail-
ing and paddling a custom-

ized 16-foot Hobie Mirage 
from Miami to Norfolk in 
a project he calls Climate, 
Kayak and Conversation 

See Freund, page 10A

Filing period opens Friday

Council in no rush
to fill vacant seat
By Lee Hinnant

Staff Writer

As candidate filing for most 
of Brunswick County’s mu-

nicipalities begins Friday, 
the Town of Oak Island is not 
following its own rules of pro-

cedure on an existing council 
vacancy.

Mayor Ken Thomas has 
asked why council is not fol-
lowing its own rules and not 
seeking a replacement for 
Jeff Winecoff, who resigned 
May 12 because he moved to 
Boiling Spring Lakes for fam-

ily reasons.
Winecoff was first elected 

2011.
The only public discussion 

council had was when Coun-

cil Member Sheila Bell sug-

gested waiting until after the 
filing period and letting the 
voters decide who would fill 
the seat.

That move, however, is not 
in line with council’s official 
“Rules of Procedure.” 

Under Rule 24, adopted by 
council:

“Filling Council Vacancies. 
Council vacancies shall be 
publicized in the local news-

paper and/or other media 
for two consecutive weeks 
and application(s) accepted 
by the town clerk. Consid-

eration shall be given first to 
applicants, if any, who ran 
in the most recent election 
and received significant voter 
support. If no one from the 
election applies, or is selected, 
then council may proceed to 
consider all other applicants. 
Council should close the pro-

cedure and fill the vacancy 
(ies) within two regularly 
scheduled council meetings. 
Appointment(s) to fill the va-

cancy(ies) shall be made only 
at regular scheduled monthly 
council meetings. The town 
council may not consider or 
fill a vacancy in the mayor’s 
seat or among its own mem-

bership except in open ses-
See Oak Island, page 10A
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More than 50 kids built up their courage and hit the Oak Island waves recently for the annual Take a Kid Surf-
ing Day sponsored by the South Brunswick High School Surf Dreams Club and the Surf Dreams Foundation. 
The goal is to encourage young surfers to take their education to the next level. More coverage of the event is 
in our Portfolio section.
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