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New police chief hired
Charles A. Morris II joins the Oak Island Police Depart-

ment following an extensive recruitment campaign, un-
derway since the retirement of former Police Chief, W.L. 

“Speedy” Ingram III in November 2021.
He is currently deputy chief of police 

for the Town of Long View, part of the 
greater Hickory–Lenoir–Morganton 
Metropolitan Area. Morris is a Mor-
ganton native who brings a lifetime of 
law enforcement experience, including 
service with the State Bureau of Investi-
gation, and holds a bachelor’s degree in 
criminal justice and a master’s degree in 
justice administration.

“I am excited and honored to have 
been selected as the Oak Island chief of 
police,” Morris said in a prepared state-

ment. “I look forward to working alongside the dedicated 
men and women of the department to strengthen relation-
ships in the community and to ensure Oak Island is a safe 
place to live, work, and visit.” 

Morris began his career at the Burke County Sheriff’s Of-
See Police, page 10A

Oak Island

SS John D. Gill ceremony at Southport

‘This is a story that needs to be kept alive’

City tries to make up $10-million shortfall after state, FEMA grants

Lakes mayor appeals to county for help with funding dam

World War II attack remembered

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer

Boiling Spring Lakes Mayor Jeff Winecoff ap-
peared before the Brunswick County Board of Com-
missioners on March 7 to ask for help in making up 
a projected $10 million funding shortfall that has 
left the town turning over stones to find additional 
sources of revenue other than taxpayers. 

Hurricane Florence decimated the BSL communi-
ty nearly four years ago and little has changed since, 
as what once were lakes now are nothing more than 
dried beds of vegetation. BSL property owners have 
started asking for some money back from their local 
taxes as a result of the seismic shift in scenery and 
overall quality of life since 2018. The estimated cost 
of returning the area to some semblance of life be-
fore the hurricane is more than $40 million.

“We had all five dams rupture and flood Boiling 

Spring Lakes,” Winecoff told commissioners. “The 
whole town, the whole county was devastated. It was 
just a wave of destruction. Highway 87 washed out 
and it left a number of residents stranded who were 
trying to get out of the city.” 

Sanford Dam, North Lake Dam, Pine Lake Dam, 
Middle Lake Dam and Upper Lake Dam collapsed 
during Florence. Alton Lennon Road which washed 
out when Sanford Dam finally succumbed to the 
storm has yet to reopen four years later, cutting off a 
key traffic artery into and out of town. Winecoff told 
commissioners that BSL is short approximately $10 
million on the project and in need of serious help, 
and asked commissioners for $3 million to paid out 
in two equal installments over the next two years to 
help cover costs that continue to go up due to rising 
inflation. BSL received $14 million from the state 
and FEMA allocated another $17.9 million for the 

See Lakes, page 10A

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer

The City of Southport remembered a 
storied chapter from its past in a special cer-
emony held last Saturday  that recognized 
the time World War II came close to home. 

A German submarine torpedoed the SS 

John D. Gill off the coast of Southport on 
March 12, 1942, sending casualties of war 
into a small community ill-prepared to han-
dle an influx of dead and injured seamen. In 
the aftermath of the attack on the oil tanker, 
the town’s citizens rallied together and 
exemplified a Southport spirit that grew to 
define the community. 

Saturday marked the 80th anniversary 
of the fateful attack on the SS John D. Gill, 
and the Southport Historical Society hosted 
an event for the public at the Southport 
Community Building and Waterfront Park 
to commemorate the anniversary with a re-
membrance of the local heroes who turned a 
day of tragedy into a beacon of hope. 

“This is a story that needs to be kept alive,” 
Liz Fuller, president of the Southport His-
torical Society, told attendees. “Many people 

See Ceremony, page 8A
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A view of Patricia Lake looking eastward toward the Sanford Dam area.
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3,190-acre Williamson tract would
create another ‘town within a town’ 

Photo by Zeb Starnes

American Legion Post 543 members from St. James presented the colors and played “Taps” prior to the 
wreath-laying ceremony, which was performed by the U.S. Coast Guard Station from Oak Island.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Town staff and developers 
have decided to finalize con-
ditions on the 3,190-acre Wil-
liamson tract development by 
June 6. 

Oak Island Town Council 
agreed to the developers’ re-
zoning request on March 8, 
but the list of rules is not a fi-
nal document.

There will have to be at least 
one more public hearing on a 
project that would essentially 
create, as officials have said, 
“a town within a town.” The 
undeveloped land is located 
north of the Atlantic Intra-
coastal Waterway and along 
the west side of Middleton 
Boulevard (N.C. 906). It also 
adjoins N.C. 211 and Sunset 
Harbor. Initial plans for de-
velopment were approved in 

2009; developers now want 
changes they say better reflect 
the market.

Conceptual plans include 
two entrances off N.C. 906, 
another off N.C. 211 and a 
fourth entrance off of Sun-
set Harbor Road. It’s unclear 
whether the roads would be 
owned and maintained by the 
state Department of Trans-
portation, Oak Island or the 
developer, but the developer 
has agreed to allow public ac-
cess to the main roads. Also 
unclear is whether the town 
will be the applicant of record 
for wetlands permits for road 
crossings, governed mainly 
by the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers. The developer has re-
quested this concession, but 
it’s not specifically addressed 
in the draft agreement.

Developers said they want-
See Oak Island, page 10A
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