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Dilsaver: local fishing report, flounder closure vote set for this week

Mark Long of Oak Island caught this 27-inch red drum 
while creek fishing August 13.

Cassie Sawyer of Worces-
ter, New York, caught 
this black drum at Oak Is-
land Pier August 14.

Nicole Sawyer of Leland caught this spadefish at Oak 
Island Pier August 13.

John Convington of Vale 
caugth this 6.73-pound 
sheepshead weighed at 
Wildlife Bait and Tackle.

Dominick Scialdone caught and released this 21-inch 
red drum when he went fishing with Capt. Butch Fos-
ter of Yeah Right Charters.

Robbie, Blaine and Blair Hooker of Stanley had a 
good day of catching flounder and red drum when 
they went out with Yeah Right Charters and were able 
to keep some of the larger ones for fresh fish dinners.
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lightning strike Saturday and it took several fire departments 
responding and maintenance crews to get everything going 
again. This quick of a response isn’t possible when on the 
water in your boat. 

The early forecast includes a 50% probability of rain, mainly 
in thunderstorms, beginning Friday and continuing through 
Monday. There isn’t a bunch of wind in the forecast except lo-
cally during the thunderstorms. This may shift earlier or later 
or dissipate by then, but I have a feeling the tropics are begin-
ning to get fired up and we’ll see some small systems even if 
we’re lucky enough to avoid the storms.  

Our hurricane activity is usually highest during September 
and we’re quickly approaching then.  This is a good time to pay 
attention to the National Hurricane Center (www.nhc.noaa.
gov) and Mike’s Weather Page (www.spaghettimodels.com). 
The only tropical activity on the map as I’m writing this is the 
remains of Invest 97 as it moves offshore departing the Outer 
Banks. This will be gone by the time you read this. Mike is 
watching some weather in the Gulf of Mexico, but said if any-
thing develops it will be late in the week or over the weekend.  

This is the week the Marine Fisheries Commission meets 
to decide the fate of flounder fishing. There is a section below 
dedicated to the meeting, which will take place September 
21-23 in Raleigh.    

Send your fishing pictures and reports to Scales and Tales to 
be used here.  We would like to run a few reader catch photos 
every week.  Send them to us at sports@stateportpilot.com or 
captjerry@captjerry.com and include your name, the size and/
or weight of the fish and a little information about catching it.

The fishing report
There haven’t been a lot of fishing reports this week. The 

weather was windy during the mid week and when the wind 
slowed, the thunderstorms began. Good news is many of the 
folks who went fishing caught fish, but not as many as if they 
were fishing in better conditions. Not all was bad though, most 
slower catches were limited by the conditions and this will 
pass.  

When the water has been 83-84 degrees for more than a 
month, we shouldn’t be surprised to see some fish usually 
considered to be species of farther south. In the past week, I 
have received pictures of juvenile permit and palometa and 
saw a palometa caught at Oak Island Pier. Both are cousins in 
the pompano family and are infrequent visitors this far north. 
Palometa don’t get large, but someone may score with a larger 
permit before the water cools again. Tip:  N.C. doesn’t have 
any permit regulations and they taste good.

I would have thought flounder fishing had slowed some last 
week, but it may well have been just fewer fishermen on the 
water. Fishermen came out in good numbers to support Sher-
iff Ingram’s Flatfish Roundup on Saturday and returned to the 
scales with good catches.  The top five flounder all surpassed 
the citation minimum size of five pounds.

Many of the flounder fishermen said they were using live 
baits, primarily mullet minnows. This is a good tactic, but 
requires patience.  The flounder must be given time to turn 
the bait after it catches it, as it must be swallowed head first. 
There is a question on how much time this needs to be. Some 
folks say 10 seconds, while others say 30 seconds and some a 
minute. If you try to set the hook and pull back a minnow that 
looks scaled, you didn’t wait long enough.

Flounder will also hit lures. I have caught a lot of flounder 
on jigs with trailers, soft plastics, spoons and even MirrOlures 
worked slowly along or barely above the bottom. Many of 
these were caught while drum fishing, but if they were large 
enough they got to ride in the fish box. 

I especially like to fish bucktail jigs with trailers in deeper 
water. My friend, the late Capt. Jimmy Price, was a big propo-
nent of this and he caught lots of big flatties. Positioning the 
boat directly above the structure and jigging vertically reduces 
the number of hang ups while allowing fishermen to drop the 
jig in numerous places, even in heavy structure.

Puppy drum were biting well until the storms. Hopefully 
the rainwater runoff doesn’t move them away too much. 
They were the stars of a lot of fishing trips in the past couple 
of weeks. While the water is dirty, consider using natural or 
scented baits to get the scent moving with the current. Drum, 
both red and black, have the best noses in the marsh and will 
follow a scent trail to food.  

Some extra flash and vibration will usually help in dirty wa-
ter too.  This is a good time to use spinnerbaits for red drum. 
Black drum rarely hit the artificials, but it isn’t a steadfast rule. 
There are surprises.  Sometimes flounder also respond well 
to spinnerbaits. I’ve caught a few on them along, but remem-
ber one day in a small bay upriver when the water was clear 
enough to see flounder rising off the bottom to chase spinner-
baits.

If there is much effluent in the rainwater runoff, trout may 
vacate the area. However, if the water only discolors, they will 
usually stay and may bite well. Apparently they don’t see as 
well in stained water and sometimes are more aggressive with 
baits they see. This is a good time for topwater lures early and 
baits or lures suspended under popping or rattling corks once 
the sun gets up in the sky.  

Just like with drum, sound helps hungry trout home in on 
baits and lures. Live shrimp are a prime bait, but live mullet 
minnows will usually catch well also. When fishing artificials 
under popping corks, consider shrimp shapes and don’t pop 
or move them too quickly.  Matching the drift speed of the cur-
rent is usually a good pace.  

Inshore fishermen are also catching ladyfish, sheepshead 
and tripletail. Ladyfish are the most fun, with their hard runs 
and jumps, but are more difficult to locate during the day. 
They may be feeding with trout or drum or somewhere totally 
unrelated. After dark, ladyfish tend to gather around lighted 
docks and feed on shrimp and minnows being washed by in 
the tide.

Sheepshead are drawn to pilings and bulkheads with lots 
of barnacles. Many folks fish for them using fiddler crabs for 
bait. This works fairly well, but they can suck the crab out of 
its shell and fishermen don’t always feel it. Some folks scrape 
a few barnacles off the pilings and use them. This is better, but 
a secret weapon for sheepshead is fishing with sea urchins. 
Sheepshead love them and 
must crunch the shell to get 
the meat.  Most fishermen can 
feel this well.

Tripletail may lay on their 
sides and float with the cur-
rent, appearing to be asleep. 
If a shrimp or minnow gets 
too close they realize, often 
too late, that the tripletail 
isn’t asleep. They also like 
shadows and will hold around 
buoys, day markers, range 
markers and even crab pot 

floats. Sometimes you can see them or at least their shadow a 
bit underwater. A live shrimp or minnow drifted close by will 
usually draw a strike.

Moving into the ocean, pier and surf fishing is generally 
slow, but there are fish biting. When the water is clean, there is 
often an early morning trout bite from the piers and schools of 
Spanish mackerel and bluefish may move by during the day. 
A few flounder, whiting, croakers, spots, pompano and black 
drum are being caught on the bottom from the first breaker 
out and fishermen farther out on the pier are occasionally 
treated to a visit by a school of spadefish.  A dedicated fisher-
man can usually catch supper, but it may be a mixed bag best 
suited for fish tacos.  

Good news from the past week is schools of mullet minnows 
are beginning to gather in the surf. It won’t be long before they 
begin their fall stream down the beach and fish move in close 
to munch on them.

There have been good and not-so-good days for flounder 
fishing on the artificial reefs and wrecks just off the beach in 
the ocean. Some days it seems like the flatfish are everywhere 
and some days they are hard to find. There are also Spanish 
mackerel that will hit surface lines with live minnows while 
fishing for flounder on the reefs.  There may be a hungry tar-
pon or king mackerel swim by too - you never can tell. 

The rainwater runoff and stirred up water pushed Spanish 
mackerel off the beach a bit, but they’re still biting and should 
move back in as the water clears. Whether trolling or casting, 
Spanish like small shiny lures that are moving quickly. A good 
trolling speed range is 6-8 knots and don’t be afraid to retrieve 
a lure as fast as you can. If they’re hungry and want it, they can 
catch it. 

King mackerel are biting, but they are holding a ways off-
shore in deeper water. The better concentrations seem to be 
in water from 50 to 80 feet deep.  This is 15-30 miles offshore, 
so the sea conditions have to be calm and the weather nice to 
make the trip.

Some king fishermen have been complaining there wasn’t an 
abundance of bait for them, but that should change with the 
rain just passed.  It was reported these were the rainiest days 
since Hurricane Florence last year and the runoff pushing 
down the Cape Fear River should push bait schools that have 
been holding upriver into the ocean. When this bait arrives, 
the offshore kings may move back closer to the beach.

The unstable weather and windy conditions are the biggest 
deterrent to filling a fish box with offshore bottom fish. They 
are biting and it seems like almost every rock, wreck or reef is 
holding bait and fish.  There are keeper black sea bass, grunts 
and more as close as 60-80 feet deep, but the bottom fishing 
leaps into high gear on the rocks and wrecks from approxi-
mately 100 feet and out. The offshore bottom catch is varied 
and includes grouper, beeliners, triggerfish, black sea bass, 
grunts, porgys, amberjack, plus occasionally African pompano 
or hog snapper.  

A few folks have reported catching lionfish while bottom 
fishing. Lionfish typically hold at deeper depths. If you catch 
a lionfish, handle it carefully so you don’t get stung by one of 
their venomous spines.  They taste really good and there are 
numerous You Tube videos on how to safely and easily clean 
them.

Not many fishermen headed to the Gulf Stream during the 
past week, but some still caught dolphin, sailfish and wahoo 
closer in while king mackerel fishing or drifting a light line 
while bottom fishing. The water is in the 80s everywhere and 
Gulf Stream fish are leaving the stream while following schools 
of bait. Don’t be surprised at where you might encounter one. 
A dolphin or sailfish is fun on a king mack live bait outfit and 
a big wahoo will have the reel making sounds you’ve never 
heard before.

Maybe we’ve gotten a bit jaded by living here and need to 
take a minute to remember past years. Many folks are genu-
inely excited at the possibility of catching a shark and with a 
little reflection, most of us would have to admit we were at 
one time also. This is a good time to fulfill that quest as many 
sharks are within a few miles of the beach.  Blacktips and spin-
ners are my favorite sharks for first timers as they run hard 
and jump and get folks excited.  They also aren’t large and 
can be handled in a reasonable time, so the fisherman isn’t 
completely worn out.

Know the regulations before keeping a shark.  They are 
protected and some have large minimum sizes.  

NOTE:  Size and number regulations for all coastal species 
may be found in the Hot Topic links at the top right of the 
Division of Marine Fisheries home page at www.ncdmf.net.  
This page also has links to DMF news releases and fishery 
proclamations.  There are provisions on each of these pages to 
register to receive e-mail notification of fishery management 
issues and changes.

Flounder closure vote
The N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission will meet this 

Wednesday through Friday, August 21-23,  at the Brownstone 
Doubletree by Hilton University in Raleigh. The meeting will 
begin the evening of August 21 with a public comment ses-
sion. The business meeting begins Thursday morning with 
the swearing in of two new MFC commissioners, followed 
by another public comment session, then a presentation and 
discussion on the Petition for Rulemaking presented by the 
N.C. Wildlife Federation. 

This proposed rule amendment would place certain condi-
tions on shrimp trawling to reduce the bycatch of juvenile fish, 
mainly spot, Atlantic croaker, and grey trout. The Wildlife 
Federation claims fishing mortality on these juvenile fish from 
shrimp trawling bycatch annually is unsustainable and has led 
to major declines in the health of these fish populations over 
the past twenty years. The entire Petition for Rulemaking can 
be found on the DMF website at http://portal.ncdenr.org/
web/mf/08-2019-briefing-book. A presentation by Division of 
Marine Fisheries biologists, discussion and a vote on Amend-
ment 2 to the Southern Flounder Fishery Management Plan 
is on the agenda for Friday morning, August 23.  If the vote is 
to adopt Amendment 2, the director of the Division of Marine 
Fisheries can be directed to issue a proclamation closing the 
2019 recreational flounder season.  Once the proclamation is 
issued, the season can close in 48 hours. 

Capt. Greer Hughes
USCG • Fully Insured
(910) 278-7006
(910) 523-0312

www.coolrunningscharters.com
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GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

McKee Custom Boats
Professional Fiberglass and Gelcoat Repair, Transom and Deck Replacement, 

Structural Repair, Bottom Painting, Boat Detailing, Restoration.

Now Offering Boat & RV Storage • 24/ 7 access
mckeecustomboats@atmc.net 

910.253.5948 • Boat Lane, Bolivia
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Nearshore

  Half or Full Day

Fish the charter boat  
that fishermen prefer and  

locals recommend!

Capt. Butch Foster 
www.yeahrightcharters.com 

910-845-2004 • 336-239-5429 
Check our website for prices, reports,  and our fishermen’s comments (they say it all)
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Yeah Right Charters

BOATS
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Serving the Southeast!
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