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Southport Interim City Manager Bonnie Therrien’s advice:

‘The city needs to have some consistency’

Paid parking driving
to another milepost

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

After years of debate and one false start, the Town of Oak 
Island is poised to reach the next milestone in the long and 
controversial road toward paid parking in beach areas.

Four companies have responded to the town’s request for 
proposals (RFPs) which were due November 22 which,  ac-

cording to a town spokesman, is sufficient to move the dis-

cussion along.
Staff is reviewing the responses and will present them to 

Town Council for consideration at the regular 6 p.m. De-

cember 13 meeting. The meeting will also be carried on the 
Spectrum government channel, livestreamed on the website 
(oakislandnc.gov) and recorded on YouTube.

There are several significant points addressed in the RFP:
• The management company is responsible for suggesting a 

rate structure that includes seasonal, weekly, daily and hour-

ly rates. The company will also suggest what full-time resi-
dents and homeowners should pay for “Town Only,” or other 

See Oak Island, page 11A

Oak Island

Southport

Marina lawsuit
claims settled
Boat owners had been billed for
Hurricane Isaias dock damage

2022 Youth Business Fair

Young entrepreneurs sell variety of goods

Giving thanks

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer 

The 2022 Youth Business Fair was hosted by the 
Southport-Oak Island Area Chamber of Commerce 
Education Committee and sponsored by Novant 
Health on Nov. 19. 

Young entrepreneurs from the area set up shop 
in The Brunswick Center at Southport which was 
buzzing with pre-holiday shopping spirit as it took 
place concurrently with the center’s holiday craft 
fair.

This year’s Youth Business Fair was highlight-
ed by Bryant’s Blade, Max’s Snax, Cafe’ de Paris, 
Marsh Wood, Nolan’s Stem Gifts and Surf and 
Sand Slimes. 

Bryant Babson, a nine-year-old Union Elemen-

tary School student, sold hand-painted wooden 
swords, while brothers Max and Nolan Zeuschner 
presented very different products and Desiree 
Thompson and Camille Nichols filled the hallways 
with the smell of French cuisine.

“This is the chamber’s way of celebrating the 
See Youth Fair, page 8A

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer

Southport Interim City Manager Bonnie Therrien is in a 
unique situation. 

In her current position, which she took Nov. 1, Southport 
isn’t in Therrien’s long-range plans. In the short-term, how-

ever, she has the opportunity to offer an outside point-of-view 
of what the city should be looking for in its next city manager 
to ensure her successor stays for a good while. Southport has 
had five city managers in the past decade, and is in search for 
another as 2022 comes to a close. 

Since she started working with the city, Therrien has met 
with staff while also getting up to speed on the major projects 
currently underway. During her first appearance at the Nov. 

10 Southport Board of Aldermen meeting, Therrien recom-

mended the city start looking for a permanent city manager as 
soon as possible. 

“I think this is a golden opportunity because I’m going to 
help them find a new city manager,” Therrien said. “Now that 
I know what all of the issues are and what the staff is thinking, 
hopefully I can help with the pros and cons for candidates, so 
that managers coming and going will stop. The city needs to 
have some consistency.”

Smooth transition
Therrien came to Southport from Wethersfield, Conn., and 

feels the two communities have a lot in common. Wethersfield 
is the oldest town in Connecticut and has a waterfront and 

See Manager, page 5A

Interim City 
Manager Bonnie 
Therrien offers an 
outsider’s point of 
view on hiring the 
next permanent 
manager.
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Max Zeuschner, 11, opened up shop with Max’s Snax. It was his 
fourth time at the fair.

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer

Boat owners being sued for damages sustained to Southport 
Marina during Hurricane Isaias received an early Christmas 
gift after an agreement was recently reached in the ongoing 
lawsuit.

Chris Abel, a maritime lawyer representing more than 100 
of the 180 slip holders who received a claims packet from the 
marina last year, said none of his clients is going to have to pay 
anything after both parties signed a stipulation of dismissal 
that has ended the case. 

‘The case is done’
Abel said the marina, which was owned by Preston Devel-

opment Company until last June, dropped its claims a few 
months ago for the replacement of the piers and docks that 
sustained severe damage during the 2020 storm, leaving just 
the salvage claims.   

“The first thing in terms of this wrapping up was the marina 
ending its claims for repairing the piers and docks,” Abel said. 
“They walked away from those claims. Nobody paid anything 
for anything. In some cases, the marina gave up its salvage 
claim for no money at all.”

Abel said both parties settled some of the salvage claims for 
See Marina, page 7A
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Marines are greeted by their Thanksgiving host as event organizer Rick Quashne (second from left) checks 
names as they step off the bus from Camp Lejeune last Thursday. Quashne and his late wife, Brenda, started 
this program for Marines and Sailors who live far away from home so they can enjoy a family meal. This year, 
St. James residents hosted a total of 112 guests in their homes to enjoy Thanksgiving Day with their families.
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