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Oak Island

Hen rules
don’t fly

Council OKs built-upon area limits

Town to appeal court
ruling on sewer fees

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

A split decision by the state Court of Appeals has reversed 
a previous victory for the Town of Oak Island and sends the 
issue of sewer district fees back to Superior Court, officials an-
nounced last week.

The matter is far from decided, however. It denies a previ-
ous summary judgment in favor of the town and requires a 
lower court to reconsider.

Additionally, town officials stated they expected to appeal 
the ruling to the state Supreme Court.

The complex case, one of three filed by owners of undevel-
oped property in Oak Island since 2013, centers on the sewer 
district fees charged in conjunction with construction and op-
eration of the town’s expanded vacuum system sewer, con-
structed at a cost of $140-million, according to filings.

The latest version of the case contends that sewer district 
fees were unfairly applied, despite state legislation in 2006 
that enabled Oak Island and Holden Beach to charge fees on 
undeveloped lots where sewer service was available.

Two of the three appellate judges wrote that Oak Island ex-
ceeded its authority under state law by assessing owners of 
undeveloped properties an annual sewer district fee (SDF). 
The lots “are not ones that ‘could or do benefit from the avail-
ability’ of Oak Island’s sewage treatment services,” the jus-
tices wrote.

The judges wrote that the right to connect to the system was 
See Court, page 10A
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By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Numerous candidate have 
already filed to run for office 
in Brunswick County’s 19 
municipalities, two util-
ity boards and one hospital 
board. Filing closes Friday, 
July 19 for the municipal 
elections on Tuesday, No-
vember 5.

One-stop, absentee voting 
runs from October 16-No-
vember 1. The deadline to 
register to vote is October 11.

Southport
Southport voters will elect 

a mayor and three aldermen 
this fall, including at least one 
rematch.

Incumbent Mayor Jerry 
Dove has filed, as has his 
opponent from the previous 
election, Dr. Joe Pat Hatem.

Dove’s seat is open for a 
two-year term. Voters will 
also fill two Ward 2 aldermen 
seats and one Ward 1 alder-
man seat for four-year terms.

Open aldermen seats 
are held by Robert Tucker 
(Ward 1), Jim Powell (Ward 
2) and Rick Pukenas (Ward 
2). Tucker was appointed in 
2018 after the resignation of 
alderman Todd Coring to be-
come police chief. That seat 
will be up for a full four-year 
term this fall.

Tom Lombardi and David 
Miller have filed for Ward 1. 
Pukenas, Nelson Adams and 
Lowe Davis have filed for 
Ward 2.

Seats held by aldermen 
Marc Spencer, Karen Mo-
steller and Lora Sharkey are 
not up for election until 2021. 

Bald Head Island
Village voters will elect 

three council members. An 
ordinance approved in 2018 
will stagger the terms. It 
sets the term length for the 
two top vote-getters in this 
election at four years while 
third place will get a two-year 
term.

Starting with the 2021 
election, the mayor and two 
council members will be 
elected to four-year terms. 
In the 2023 election, two 
council members will receive 
four-year terms.

Council seats open this fall 
are those held by Kit Adcock, 
John May and John Pitera.

Seats held by Mayor Andy 
Sayre and council member 
Betsi Stephen are not up for 
election until 2021.

 
Boiling Spring Lakes

Voters will elect a mayor 
and two commissioners this 
fall.

Mayor Craig Caster’s seat 
is open for a two-year term. 
Two commissioner seats 
open are held by Dana Witt 
and Mark Stewart. They are 
four-year terms.

Caster and Tim Fulmer 
have filed for mayor.

Witt was appointed in 2018 
to fill a vacancy and will serve 
the remainder of the term, 
with that seat up for election 
this year.

Teagan Perry Hall, Will 
Rivers, Ernie Siriani and 

See Filing, page 3A

Photos by Morgan Harper

Expressions say it all: when these three saw the horses carrying the Carolina Pa-
rade Riders at the Fourth of July parade, they could hardly contain their excite-
ment. In spite of the heat, Miss North Carolina 2019 Alexandra Badgett (below) 
only has smiles for parade-goers. More photos of this year’s parade can be found 
on page 1B.

By Morgan Harper
Pilot Editor

The N.C. Fourth of July Festival and United 
States Department of Homeland Security 
United States Citizenship and Immigration 
Services presented the festival’s annual Natu-
ralization Ceremony the afternoon of July 3.

Seventy-five citizens from 35 countries 
around the world gathered in Southport  to 
take their Oath of Allegiance to America and 
become United States citizens.

Due to inclement weather, the event was not 
held on the Fort Johnston lawn as it typically 
is, under a large tent beginning with entertain-
ment by The Brunswick Big Band and a firing 
of the cannon Thor: instead, it was moved 
indoors to the Southport Community Build-

ing, which was packed wall to wall with those 
becoming American citizens that day, their 
families and friends, and well-wishers from 
the community.

The event, which was supposed to start at 
4 p.m., began early with a welcome by Ted 
Carlsen, co-chairman of the event, followed by 
the posting of the colors by the Town of Shal-
lotte Fire Department. 

After the National Anthem was led by vocal-
ist Cassie McKee, Southport Mayor J.V. Dove 
spoke to attendees, thanking the U.S. Magis-
trate Judge Robert B. Jones, Eastern District, 
for serving again this year for the ceremony, as 
well as area elected officials.

Dove told the crowd Fort Johnston, just out-
side the building, was a bulwark of freedom 

See Naturalization, page 10A

Photo by Michael Paul

New citizens check out their certificates at last week’s 
naturalization ceremony in Southport. 

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Hens must now roost else-
where, and new residential 
built-upon area will be limited 
to 45-percent of lot size, Oak 
Island Town Council decided 
Tuesday.

Council acted on the ques-
tion of whether to allow pet 
chickens, which has been on 
the agenda for months. It 
also held the second of two 
public hearings on whether to 
restrict the total size of build-
ings relative to the size of the 
lot.

Council also honored dog 
park volunteers, made subtle 
but important changes to the 
built-upon area (BUA) rule 
and heard comments and 
questions from speakers dur-
ing a Town Hall-type meet-

ing.
No one spoke at a public 

hearing on whether to allow 
keeping a handful of hens 
within the town limits under 
conditions outlining sanita-
tion, noise, fencing and other 
factors. Previously, several 
residents asked council to al-
low only female chickens, like 
some other coastal communi-
ties.

Town Planner Jake Vares 
said there were many options, 
including whether to consider 
total lot size and zoning clas-
sifications. Staff offered draft 
ordinances that could have 
allowed keeping hens and de-
fined which animals were not 
allowed, such as venomous 
reptiles or hooved creatures.

Council Member Loman 
Scott moved to allow back-
See Oak Island, page 11A
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