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Election: Oak Island Mayor Cin Brochure upset by Ken Thomas

Southport incumbents swept from board

How you voted

Southport
Mayor
Jerry Dove ........................ 616

3 Joe Pat Hatem ............1,061

Alderman (Ward 1 – one seat)
3 Tom Lombardi .............. 805
David Miller ....................... 659
Robert Tucker ................... 128

Alderman (Ward 2 – two seats)
Nelson Adams .................. 427

3 John Allen ..................... 661

3 Lowe Davis................... 930
Eric King ........................... 391
Jim Powell ........................ 251
Rick Pukenas ................... 351

Oak Island
Mayor

Cin Brochure ...................1,279

3 Ken Thomas................1,344

Councilman (three seats)
3 Sheila Bell ...................1,354

3 Charlie Blalock ............1,363
Niki Cutler ......................... 908
Mike Defeo ......................1,084
Dara Royal ......................1,244

3 Jeff Winecoff ................1,463

Boiling Spring Lakes
Mayor
3 Craig Caster ................. 405
Tim Fullmer ....................... 344
Eric Maynes ..................... 213

Commissioner (two seats)
Phil Casper ....................... 148

3 Tom Guzulaitis ............. 473

3 Teagan Perry Hall ........ 561
Ernie Siriani ...................... 247
Dana Witt .......................... 382

Caswell Beach
Mayor
3 Deborah Ahlers ..............13 

Commissioner (three seats)
3 Marty Clarke .................. 12

3 Ken Hudson ...................11

3 Dan O’Neill .................... 12

St. James
Council (two seats)
3 Lynn Dutney ................. 446

3 Jean Toner.................... 441

Dosher Hospital
Trustee (unexpired - one seat)
3 Linda Pukenas ............3,122

Trustee (three seats)
Joe Agovino .....................2,183

3 Jwantana Frink ...........2,326

3 Robert Howard............2,381

3 Debbie Wood ..............2,957

Bald Head Island
Commissioner (three seats)
3 Kit Adcock ..................... ..82
Joe Brawner .......................65

3 Michael Brown ............. 100
John Fisher ....................... ..40
Dan McConnell ................ ..74
* Claude Pope .......................5

3 Peter Quinn .....................97
* Withdrew but still on ballot

SB Sanitary District
Commissioner (two seats)
3 Gordon Corlew............. 277

3 Peter Goewey .............. 300

By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

The group behind the “Save the 
Hall, Y’all” initiative also wants to 
salvage the trees recently cut down 
at the old City Hall by creating art 
out of the wood.

This spring, students in the wood-

working program at the Brunswick 
Community College Southport 
Center will repurpose the trees into 
bowls, plates, signage, benches, 
walking sticks and other “commem-

orative items.”
The art will be used to fundraise 

for Up Your Arts’ (UYA) possible 
undertaking — if approved by the 
city — to convert the old Southport 
City Hall and former Brunswick 
County Courthouse into an arts-
focused community center.

The estimated-$2 million project 
would be partly paid for through 
fundraising efforts, in addition to 
sponsors and grants.

The live oaks canopying the circa 
1844 structure were removed earlier 
this month after an arborist found 
their deterioration was a hazard 

to pedestrians and neighboring 
landmarks.

“It seemed a shame that these 
iconic live oaks, identifiable in all 
of the historic photos which we 
have seen, would be lost to the 
ravages of time,” said John Keiffer 
of UYA.

Along with a few volunteers, 

Brunswick Community College 
instructor Spencer Hayden, who 
is heading the project, hauled two 
trailers and one pick-up truck bed 
of logs back to Southport from the 
Carolina Tree and Landscaping 
Service storage facility.

The woodworking program has 
See Southport, page 8A

Photos by Morgan Harper
Trees removed from the old City Hall property will be used to create art, a fundraising project 
for Up Your Arts, the group behind the ‘Save the Hall, Y’all’ project.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

The Town of Oak Island is facing its fourth 
lawsuit over the imposition of sewer district 
fees from a law professor, his wife and, this 
time, a third property owner. The action, filed 
October 11 against three town officials and six 
former or current members of Town Council, 
targets some of the defendants in their “indi-
vidual capacity.”

At issue are the sewer district fees (SDF), 
imposed by Oak Island under a 2004 state 
law, which also opened the door to SDF by 
Holden Beach. The fees are used to pay inter-

est and debt on the vacuum system expan-

sion of the sewer system, town officials said.
That debt was more than $114-million.
Tax law professor Dr. Brad R. Johnson, his 

wife Elci Wijayaningsih, and former mayor 
Helen Cashwell have filed the latest action 
against Town Manager David Kelly, Finance 
Director David Hatten and Tax Collector Ka-

tie Coleman in their individual capacities, 
as well as against former members of Town 
Council Jim Medlin and Carol Painter and 
current council members Loman Scott, Shei-
la Bell, Charlie Blalock and Jeff Winecoff.

Johnson and his wife own both developed 
and undeveloped parcels in Oak Island. The 
lawsuit contends that the town’s practice of 
charging a sewer district fee on undeveloped 
land is unconstitutional under the equal pro-

See Oak Island, page 9A
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Town to apply 
for FEMA funds

By Alexandria Sands
Staff writer

St. James is seeking FEMA reimburse-

ments for Hurricane Dorian.
Town Manager Edward Dickie explained 

at the council meeting Tuesday that St. 
James could be approved about $48,000 
for its storm debris removal which was the 
sole major expense of the hurricane.

As required by the FEMA process, the 
town passed a resolution designating Dick-

ie as the primary agent and Mayor Jean 
Toner as a secondary to apply for the reim-

bursements.

Oyster reef grant
St. James is applying for a matching 

grant from the Emergency Coastal Resil-
ience Fund for its oyster reef project. Or-

See St. James, page 11A

St. James
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What to know about chronic wounds, Diabetes, and 
amputation prevention:

Be aware • Intervene early • Seek specialized care. 
Contact the Dosher Wound Care Center 

if we can help.  
910-454-1192 or go to www.Dosher.org/Wound

November is Diabetes Awareness Month

Voters made sweeping changes in Tuesday’s mu-

nicipal elections –  the incumbent mayor and three 
incumbent aldermen in Southport were swept from 
the board, and at Oak Island incumbent Mayor Cin 
Brochure was upset by newcomer Ken Thomas.

Southport sweep
Dr. Joe Pat Hatem defeated two-term incumbent 

Jerry Dove in the race for mayor of Southport.
It was yet another rematch between Dove and 

challenger Hatem, who have faced each other in 
three elections since 2015. Both years it was a close 
election, with Hatem losing by 13 votes in the 2017 
race. This year, Hatem won with approximately 

63% of the votes, 1,061 to 616 unofficially.
“I think the difference this time was if you were 

at the polls, it was a large turnout. You could tell,” 
Hatem said Tuesday night. “And secondly, the town 
was ready for change; everywhere we campaigned, 
that was the common theme.”

There are also three new Southport aldermen: for 
aldermen in Ward 2, Lowe Davis and John Allen 
defeated the two incumbents Rick Pukenas and Jim 
Powell. Long-time alderman Nelson Adams, seek-

ing a return to the board, received the third-highest 
number of votes but fell short, with Eric King behind 
him.

Unofficial vote totals were: Davis 930, Allen 661, 

Adams 427, King 391, Pukenas 351 and Powell 251.
In Ward 1, Tom Lombardi won over David Miller 

and incumbent Robert Tucker. (Tucker withdrew 
from the race once it was too late to remove his 
name from the ballot but announced days before 
polling he was in the running again.)

Vote totals for Ward 1 were: Lombardi 805, Miller 
659 and Tucker 128. Lombardi, Allen and Davis will 
serve four-year terms.

“I think that we can do an awful lot to improve the 
transparency,” Davis said Tuesday night. “I know 
the new mayor has some great ideas.”

Hatem said one of his top priorities is “bringing 
See Elections, page 12A
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