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Brunswick

Virus cases
on the rise; 
70 deaths

St. James plans to end
its recycling program

By Terry Pope
Associate Editor

St. James plans to stop its curbside recycling program for 
residents when the fiscal year ends June 30.

At a work session last Thursday, council members ap-
peared in agreement the program is becoming too expensive 
for the town. Prices have increased by 65% over three years 
and will cost St. James nearly $300,000 for 2021-22. The 
town is currently paying about $236,500 per year.

Council members said they would rather put more money 
into the town’s disaster relief fund or use it to replace aging 
fire department equipment and pay for other town infra-
structure needs. Residents can still contract individually with 
GFL if they want to keep their recycling carts.

Mayor Jean Toner told council there have been dramatic 
changes in the recycling industry over the past few years, with 
less of a market for the products. She said some experts be-
lieve landfills, with better regulations and oversight, are now 
an environmental option as tons of the recycled products are 
being shipped overseas and not being safely processed.  

“It’s a feel-good issue, even though it may be not the best 
See St. James, page 10A

Rising costs to blame

Christmas lights

Novant Health Brunswick Medical Center workers receive

First COVID-19 vaccines administered in county

Photo contributed
Madison Valenza, a certified nursing assistant at Novant Health Brunswick Med-
ical Center, was the first frontline healthcare worker to receive the COVID-19 vac-
cine in Brunswick County.

Following the arrival of multiple ultralow 
freezers, extensive training of its team mem-
bers, and a successful day of mock distri-
bution and administration, Novant Health 
Brunswick Medical Center at Supply inoc-
ulated its first frontline healthcare workers 
last Thursday, using the Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 vaccine.

Novant Health is an approved vaccination 
administration site and will also distribute 
vaccines in North Carolina at Novant Health 
Forsyth Medical Center in Winston-Salem 
and Novant Health Presbyterian Medical 
Center in Charlotte. 

“For the first time since this pandemic 
began, we can all feel more hopeful that 
we’re making real progress toward the safe, 
effective vaccination of our communities,” 
said Carl Armato, CEO and president of 
Novant Health. “This is undoubtedly one of 
the largest undertakings of its kind – in our 
time. From how the vaccine is stored, to the 
distribution of double doses, to vaccine hes-
itancy, the road ahead has many challenges, 
but Novant Health is prepared and ready to 
take those head-on.”

As a member of the North Carolina 

COVID-19 Vaccine Advisory Committee, 
Novant Health leadership has been working 
closely with federal, state and county officials 
to develop and align allocation and distri-
bution plans for the vaccine. This includes 
a four-phase vaccine prioritization frame-
work which began last week with phase 1A: 
patient-facing health care workers on the 
frontlines.

“The goal is to get as many team members 
vaccinated, as supply allows, with all four 
phases designed to ensure effective, efficient 
and, most importantly, equitable distribu-
tion,” according to Armato.

“It’s our hope that the vaccination of our 
team members will not only help keep them 
safe, but will also send a clear message to 
anyone who questions it: This vaccine is 
proven safe and effective,” Armato added. 
“The science is there and as a trusted expert 
in our region, our reputation and track record 
will help us communicate that any vaccine 
we administer to our patients is safe, effective 
and is being distributed fairly.”

The first doses of the vaccine administered 
by Novant Health were given to: Dr. Samuel 

See Vaccine, page 6A

Bald Head Island

Bond plan set 
for authority

Up to $59-million for ferry system

The staff of the State Port Pilot wishes you a Merry Christmas

Photo by Morgan Harper
Oak Island Lighthouse looks more like a decorated candlestick this Christmas 
season. More coverage and photos of area holiday events can be found in our Port-
folio section. 

By Gary Pethe
Staff Writer

Brunswick County Health 
Services identified 669 new 
cases of COVID-19 in the 
first two weeks of Decem-
ber, marking the second 
two-week period in a row to 
significantly break the record 
of new identifications in the 
county.  Four more deaths 
related to the virus have 
also been reported in the 
past week, bringing the total 
number of fatalities among 
Brunswick County residents 
to 70. Three of the individ-
uals were aged 65 or older 
and one was in the 50-64 age 
range.

As of Friday, there are 
3,871 positive cases of 
COVID-19 among county 
residents since the pandemic 
began, with 3,040 considered 
recovered. There currently 
are 751 cases isolating at 525 
different households and 10 
are hospitalized.

To date, 70 county resi-
dents and two non-residents 
have died due to the virus. Of 
those, 64 were age 65 years 
or older while four were 
between ages 50-64 and four 
were between ages 25-49.

According to the North 
Carolina Department of 
Health and Human services 
statistics, 9.1% of tests con-
ducted in Brunswick County 
are yielding positive results 
as of December 18. State-
wide, about 10.5% of tests 
conducted are coming back 
positive.  

Brunswick County is cur-
rently ranked in the Orange/
Substantial Tier on the North 
Carolina COVID-19 Coun-
ty Alert System, the sec-
ond-highest tier possible. 

See COVID, page 9A

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

After opposition by resi-
dents of Bald Head Island, 
the state authority created 
to take over the transporta-
tion system that serves the 
island agreed in the majority 
to set a “not to exceed” limit 
of $59-million bond issue to 
purchase the vessels, trams, 
parking areas and terminals 
on the mainland and island 
sides.

The authority, once final-
ly established by the sale of 

bonds and the hiring of staff, 
was established to provide a 
stable transition from devel-
opers of Bald Head Island 
(the Mitchell family) to a new 
state-recognized entity, said 
Chairman Susan Rabon. 

Created by state law, the au-
thority has worked for three 
years to create a new branch 
of state government to handle 
transportation to the island. 
The process includes finan-
cial vetting, due diligence and 
appraisals of every aspect of 
getting people and products 
See Bald Head, page 6A
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