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Oak Island

Crackdown
imminent for
rights of way

County retains 48.5-cent
tax rate in new budget

By Terry Pope
Associate Editor

Brunswick County will keep its tax rate at 48.5-cents per 
$100 of property valuation rather than lower it to a revenue 
neutral rate of 45.05-cents, which is possible based on an in-
creased tax base from the 2019 revaluation.

Instead, the extra revenue will help the county increase 
funding for public safety, storm resiliency, employee reten-
tion and also pay for the $152-million school bond projects 
approved by voters in 2017.

County manager Ann Hardy, who has announced she plans 
to retire in November, presented her final budget to commis-
sioners last week. It totals $263.2-million in all funds, which 
represents an 8.5% increase over the current fiscal year. It 
is balanced using $4.16-million from fund balance and in-
cludes $1.39-million held in escrow for Holden Beach for 
sand renourishment projects and non-recurring capital ap-
propriation projects totaling $3.56-million.

“Department heads submitted conservative and thoughtful 
budget requests that reflect the service priorities of the board 
of commissioners and the citizens of Brunswick County,” said 
Hardy. “In summary, the over-arching focus of the recom-
mended budget is meeting the needs of a growing county.”

Brunswick County is ranked ninth in growth overall na-
tionally and fourth among counties with a population of 

See County, page 5A

Brunswick

Summer season heats up

Sports – 1C

Community honors Don Browning

Southport Memorial Day observance

World War II veteran turns 100

Lt. Col. Wearren: show families we care
By Phillip Giles Jr.

Staff Writer

A Memorial Day ceremony was held at John N. Smith 
Cemetery on Monday where retired Lt. Col. Ernest L. Wearren 
Jr., a 1993 South Brunswick High graduate, was the featured 
speaker. 

He said he was honored to be asked to speak at the annual 
event hosted by the John N. Smith Cemetery Restoration and 
Preservation Inc. and American Legion Bellamy Joyner Post 
213 and Women’s Auxiliary,

“It is a growing event and I’m 
humbled that they would choose 
me, understanding what it 
means,” he said.

Wearren was born in Wilm-
ington in 1973 to the late Ernest 
Wearren Sr. and Gwendolyn 
Wearren. After graduating 
from South Brunswick in 1991, 
Wearren was appointed to the 
Air Force Academy in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, where he 
earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Human Factors Engineering and 
was commissioned as a second 
lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force on May 31, 1995. 

Wearren also earned a Masters of Arts Degree in Business 
and Organizational Security Management from Webster 

See Wearren, page 13A

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

If the town officials were 
parents of certain property 
owners, they might be saying 
“Please don’t make me come 
down there.” After years of 
discussing intrusions along 
town street rights of way, Oak 
Island leaders said they are 
within weeks of a fair, unified, 
town-wide crackdown on 
those abusing them.

Town council has stated it 
intends to gain better con-
trol of the street edges, which 
have become, in many cases, 
private gardens, boat trailer 
parking, fenced areas and 
other landscaped places for 
adjacent property owners.

The right of way is reserved 

for utilities and other pub-
lic purposes. In many cases 
on Oak Island, homeowners 
have treated it like their pri-
vate property, erecting fences, 
landscaping and other physi-
cal barriers.

Oak Island staff will enforce 
the ordinance with safety 
as the top priority. If fences, 
poles or other barriers create 
situations where drivers or 
pedestrians can’t evade a haz-
ard, they will be at the top of 
the list.

Exceptions to the rules in-
clude mailboxes, newspaper 
boxes, town trees and drive-
ways. However, just because 
a right of way obstruction isn’t 
an overt safety hazard doesn’t 
mean it won’t eventually be 
See Oak Island, page 2A

By Phillip Giles Jr. 
Staff Writer

Around Memorial Day, many people 
are celebrating the start of summer by 
visiting friends and family, having a 
burger at their neighborhood cookout, 
or enjoying time at the beach.

But most all remember to honor the 
men and women who have served in the 
United States military. 

On May 17, several area residents 
spent an afternoon honoring Don 
Browning, a veteran who was celebrat-
ing his 100th birthday at the clubhouse 
at Palmetto Creek near Bolivia.

West Virginia native Donald Wilbur 
Browning was born on May 17, 1919, 
the oldest son of Anna and De Witt 

Browning. He grew up during the Great 
Depression, and remembers earning 
$2.25 a day digging ditches.

“Growing up in West Virginia, during 
that time, you either had to raise it, grow 
it or you didn’t have it,” he recalled.

Browning excelled at right guard and 
tackle while playing football at Mann 
High School, earning a scholarship to 
play at Marshall University. Once when 
asked what he majored in during his 
time at Marshall, he simply replied, 
“football.”

Upon graduation in 1940, Brown-
ing began a sales career with Pure Oil 
Company in West Virginia. It was at that 
time he met a young woman, Jean, who 
had just graduated high school. They 
married that same year.

“I was married for 64 for years to a 
beautiful lady,” Browning said. Jean 
passed away in 2004 and is buried in 
the National Cemetery in Florida, where 
Browning has his name on the gravesite 
next to her. “My body will be taken there 
when I finally kick the bucket.”

Like so many of the “Greatest Genera-
tion,” Browning entered the military. He 
enlisted in the Navy in November 1943 
and he served as an Electronic Techni

See Browning, page 2A
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World War II veteran Don Brown-
ing recently celebrated his 100th 
birthday with a gathering at the 
Palmetto Creek clubhouse.
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W. Alex Newsom, MD,  
Board Certified in Internal Medicine

The Doctor is IN
Your Neighborhood

Dr. Newsom of Dosher Medical-North Howe Street 
is currently accepting new patients 

905 N. Howe Street, Southport, directly across from Dosher Memorial Hospital 
Dosher Medical Clinics, providing expert care, locally  

Photo by Morgan Harper
South Brunswick graduate and retired Lt. Col. 
Ernest Wearren Jr. was keynote speaker at  
Monday’s Memorial Day ceremony.

Memorial Day
coverage inside

8A – St. James: American 
Legion Post 543 ceremony.
10A – Boiling Spring Lakes 
VFW Post 10400 program.
11-12A – Southport home 
to several observances.
5B – Southport parade led 
to ceremony at John Smith 
Cemetery.

Photo by Morgan Harper
Record-breaking temperatures over the Memorial Day holiday weekend sent many to either the beach strand 
or renovated pier at Oak Island in search of a cool breeze or dip in the ocean. Tremendous crowds greeted the 
opening of the summer season in the Southport-Oak Island community.
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