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Caswell, Oak Island want extended
time to review CPI USA application

Dickie new town manager
By Alexandria Sands

Staff Writer

St. James Town Council met for its regular business meet-
ing Tuesday to appoint a new town manager and take care of 
some emergency management business.

Edward Dickie was appointed in a unanimous vote by the 
council. His first day is Aug. 19.

Dickie succeeds Gary Brown, who is retiring after nearly 
five years of service in St. James.

“We wish him well,” said Mayor Jean Toner. “We are going 
to miss him.”

Emergency management
There were three emergency management items on the 

agenda. First, the council approved an updated emergency 
See St. James, page 8A
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By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

Southport Police Department Chief Todd 
Coring and Lt. Tony Burke met with local 
church leaders July 30 to stress some caution-

ary advice: don’t let the day a shooting occurs 
in your place of worship be the first time you 
thought about it.

“Start to plan now,” Burke told attendees, “at 
whatever level it may be.”

The purpose of the “Safe Sanctuaries: Re-

ducing the Risk” meeting was to establish 
communication between the churches and 

begin devising protocols for an active shooter 
situation. Representatives from St. Philip’s, 
Mt. Carmel, Friendship Missionary Baptist, 
Southport Baptist, St. James, St. James AME 
Zion and several more area churches were in 
attendance.

“Just like we prepare for hurricanes and 
See Churches, page 6A
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Southport Police Chief Todd Coring 
and Lt. Tony Burke, left, answer ques-
tions at the July 30 program.
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By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Brunswick County Sheriff John W. In-

gram was sworn in last Tuesday as presi-
dent of the N.C. Sheriff’s Association dur-

ing the statewide group’s 97th annual 
conference in Wilmington.

The Brunswick County native took the 
oath of office from Senior Resident Superi-
or Court Judge Ola Lewis. He has previous-

ly served on the group’s executive board as 
third vice president, second vice president 
and first vice president.

“I am very humbled and honored that 
my fellow sheriffs would elect me to this 

role,” Ingram said. “But I want to stress 
that the true honor is to serve as the sheriff 
of Brunswick County. That will not take a 
back seat.”

One of the most important needs in any 
organization is communication, and In-

gram said he hoped to improve it with a 
new smartphone application. Persons in-

terested in the BCSO smartphone appli-
cation may find it at the app store of their 
choice. 

He also plans to personally visit each of 
North Carolina’s 100 sheriffs.

“I’ll be bringing back ideas from across 
the state,” said Ingram. “Networking is one 

See Sheriff, page 8A
Sheriff John Ingram
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Cape Fear Yacht Club hosted its inaugural Ed Harper Memorial Regattas August 3-4 along the Cape Fear River 
when a friendly dolphin decided to join the crews. More photos and information are in our Portfolio section.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

The towns of Caswell Beach and Oak Island and five environ-

mental groups have asked state regulators to extend the public 
comment period on a Southport power plant’s application to 
continue to discharge ash and fuel pile runoff wastes into the 
Atlantic Ocean.

Additionally, the Southern Environmental Law Center 
(SELC) has asked the state Department of Environmental 
Quality to hold a public hearing and make major modifications 
to the permit requested by CPI USA, formerly known as Capitol 
Power and Cogentrix.

“We just want more time to investigate it,” said Peter Key, 
president of Brunswick Environmental Action Team (BEAT). 
“I want the plant to run clean, and I want other stakeholders to 
know about this and study it.”

Under the draft National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
See Permit, page 5A
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