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No fees set for sand
assessment districts

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

By consensus in a special meeting last Thursday, Oak Is-
land Town Council agreed with the recommendation offered 
by Town Manager David Kelly and has put off assigning fees 
to four proposed sand benefit districts until at least Janu-
ary 2022. Town officials have also formally requested that 
Brunswick County provide some funding for efforts to fortify 
the shoreline from storms.

Council settled upon what it’s calling a “benefits districts” 
map for a large-scale sand project, which would assess fees 
on different areas for four years.

Extensive delays with a current, smaller sand replenish-
ment project prompted officials to put the larger plan on the 
back burner. They don’t want to start collecting money until 
a project is nearly shovel-ready, since the four-year time-
frame is the limit under state law.

Great Lakes Dredge and Dock was supposed to start 
putting sand from Jay Bird Shoals on the east and central 
portions of Oak Island in January but work began instead 
on April 8. The company told the town it could cover about 
1,000 feet a day; Kelly said it has been covering closer to 360 

See Oak Island, page 11A

Oak Island Council

Schedule released

4th of July
Festival set

Southport, Oak Island share venues

Whale of a time

By Gary Pethe
Staff Writer

At their April 22 work session, mem-
bers of the St. James Town Council re-
viewed an introductory presentation for 
the proposed 2021-2022 fiscal year oper-
ating budget.

Finance Director Pauline Haran pre-
sented a budget overview that evolved 
from the council’s February 23 planning, 
policies and goals retreat. The proposed 
operating budget comes in at $3,388,453 
– about a 16% increase over the town’s 

fiscal year 2020-2021 operating budget.
“We feel this is a conservative revenue 

budget with no increase in tax rates from 
the prior year,” Haran told the council.

A number of new items are covered in 
the proposed budget including: improve-
ments to the town hall HVAC system and 
conference room; increased funding for 
the St. James Fire Department, Commu-
nity Center and Town Hall landscaping; 
Maxwell Drive embankment erosion 
mitigation; increased funding for the 
UNCW Marine Science Center oyster 
project at St. James; and several more 

items. 
“Additionally, the proposed budget 

enables a healthy fund balance for emer-
gency needs,” said Haran. “It keeps our 
commitments on target for disaster re-
covery and the St. James Fire Depart-
ment vehicle fund.” 

The proposed budget will be the focus 
of a public hearing to be held during the 
May 5 Town Council meeting. The pro-
posed budget will be available for resi-
dents to review at the upcoming meet-
ing. Following the hearing, Haran hopes 

See St. James, page 12A

St. James Town Manager Edward Dickie enjoys a sendoff reception 
following the town council’s April 22 work session. Dickie has taken 
a similar position in Northern Arizona. (Photo by Gary Pethe)

Dickie leaves St. James
Edward Dickie’s last day as St. James 

Town Manager was last Friday. 
Dickie, who has served as for nearly two 

years, has taken a similar position in North-
ern Arizona. The Town staff and council 
members held a reception for Dickie follow-
ing the council’s work session on Friday.

Gary Brown, a previous town manager 
for St. James, has been hired as a part-time 
consultant to handle managerial duties 
while the search for a new town manager 
progresses. According to Mayor Jean Ton-
er, interviews for that position are under-
way this week.

 “We appreciate the time Ed has spent 
with us,” Toner said. “We’ve enjoyed having 
him here and appreciate all the work he 
has done - as well as his sense of humor. 
We wish him the best of luck in his new 
position.”

St. James Town Council

Tax rate steady in budget; hearing May 5

Festival schedule
(Tentative, subject to change)

Thursday, July 1
n Beach Day at Cabana, Mid-
dleton Park, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
n Concert at Middleton Park: 
featuring Gary Lowder and 
Smokin’ Hot, from 6 to 9 p.m.
n Shag Contest at 7 p.m.
n Fireworks from the Oak 
Island Pier at 9 p.m.

Saturday, July 3
n Red, White and Blue Car 
Show at Bill Smith Park from 
10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
n Reading of Declaration of 
Independence at Moore Street 
Market at 10 a.m., Southport 
Market at 12 p.m.; other TBA
n Arts and Crafts Market at 
Middleton Park from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.
n Entertainment locations in 
Southport, 12 to 4 p.m., TBA
n Entertainment at Pavilion at 
Middleton Park, 2 to 4 p.m.
n Children’s entertainment, 
time and location TBA.
n Flag retirement ceremony, 
Fort Johnston at 4 p.m.

Sunday, July 4
n Flag raising ceremony at 
Garrison Lawn, TBA
n Arts and Crafts Market at 
Middleton Park from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.
n Reading of Declaration 
of Independence 12 p.m. at 
Moore Street Market; 1 p.m. at 
Southport Market; other TBA
n Entertainment locations in 
Southport, 12 to 4 p.m., TBA
n UPWA Pro Wrestling at Mid-
dleton Park Pavilion, TBA
n Freedom Flotilla 2 to 4 p.m., 
from Frying Pan Restaurant to 
St. James Marina
n Fireworks from the Oak 
Island Pier at 9 p.m.

It’s been big news - literally and 
figuratively - since residents and visitors 
alike have spotted this humpback whale 
feeding along Oak  Island, Caswell 
Beach and in the Cape Fear River. Kim 
Jones took these from a distance in her 
boat last Friday in the river. We’re not 
sure how long the whale will be around, 
but we remind everyone of the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act. It prohibits 
harassment, which means “any act of 
pursuit, torment, or annoyance, which 
has the potential to injure a marine 
mammal or marine mammal stock in 
the wild.” So bring your camera but if 
you see the whale, please enjoy it from a 
good distance.

This Fourth of July, orga-
nizers of the North Carolina 
Fourth of July Festival are 
taking advantage of the wide-
open spaces at Oak Island 
and relocating major activ-
ities across the bridge from 
Southport to the beach.

Oak Island will still hold 
its traditional Beach Day 
activities on Thursday, July 
1, including games, music 
and fireworks. Fourth of July 
activities will occur Saturday, 
July 3, and Sunday, July 4, 
mainly at Oak Island’s Bill 
Smith Park, Middleton Park, 
and the pier complex off 
Ocean Drive.

Last year, pandemic restric-
tions made the festival activ-
ities virtual. This year, some 
activities - such as the parade 
- have been postponed until 
2022. Still, organizers have 
planned a full schedule of 
family friendly fun for resi-
dents and visitors.

Oak Island Town Council 
approved the plan at a special 
meeting on Monday. Council 
Member Charlie Blalock 
called it a great example of 
how the two municipalities 
and the festival committee 
could cooperate.

“The festival committee ap-
preciates the Town of Oak Is-
land’s willingness to expand 
the number of events held 
on Oak Island in 2021,” said 
Trisha Howarth, NC 4th of 
July Festival Co-Chair. “We 
are very privileged to live 
in a community that comes 
together in challenging times 
to foster good outcomes. I am 
delighted that there will be 

See Festival, page 2A
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