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Oak Island

Volunteers,
town staff 
have ties to
sand dunes

Southport aldermen

Top six issues
get prioritized
Retreat focuses on waterfront plans

Building a better sand trap

Brunswick County Board of Elections prepares

New voting machines ready for primary
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About 25 people showed up Saturday to help with the dune-building project. Participants moved more than 80 
discarded Christmas trees to the foot of the dunes near McGlamery Street.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Oak Island town staff and the Beach Pres-

ervation Society (BPS) joined forces Saturday 
to place discarded, live Christmas trees at the 
foot of the primary dune near Sellers and Mc-

Glamery streets in an experiment they hope 
will trap and hold more sand on the beach.

Previously, volunteers installed 350 feet of 
sand fencing in 10-foot sections around Sell-
ers and McGlamery streets, near the eastern 
edge of the former Yaupon Beach section.

The town collected about 80 trees and 
workers carefully checked them to make sure 
tinsel and other decorations were removed. 
Then, they secured the trees in the sand at 
least 10 feet apart, mostly between sections 
of sand fencing. The crew staked extra trees 
at the foot of the dunes past spots with sand 
fencing.

BPS volunteers recently observed when 
Carolina Beach residents placed old trees in 
the dunes for the seventh season. There, the 
work has helped build dunes and encourage 

See Oak Island, page 7A

St. James Town Council hears from Randell Woodruff

Manager touts strong county finances

By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

The Southport Board of Aldermen defined its top-six focuses 
for the year at its annual retreat held Saturday.

The six were wastewater treatment, the waterfront, stormwa-

ter, strategic planning for city departments, developing creative 
taxation to address tourism and planning-related matters.

Board members each pitched a few issues and projects they’d 
either campaigned on or heard concerns about. At the end, 
there were 19 items on the “bucket list,” then the aldermen vot-
ed on each point and narrowed it down to six priorities.

There were four issues the board was in unanimous favor of 
putting at the top of the city’s to-do list.

Wastewater agreement
The aldermen determined there were three components of 

the Southport wastewater issue: the agreement with Brunswick 
County for sewer treatment; improvements and repairs to in-

frastructure; and a review of system development fees.
City Manager Bruce Oakley announced there would be a 

special meeting held at 6 p.m.  on Monday, February 10, at the 
Southport Community Building to discuss reentering the sewer 
agreement with the county. A review of the contract was also 
one of the priorities at last year’s retreat.

Waterfront design
In a unanimous vote, the board considered the waterfront a 

top priority. There were several issues identified including ero-

sion control, stabilization and the city dock.
Currently, the permit application for the city dock is on hold 

as the CAMA attorney ensures the plan does not interfere with 
others’ property rights. The shoreline stabilization project is 
designed and will be submitted for a permit application after 
the city meets with the adjacent landowners, Oakley explained.

Aldermen were also concerned about safety along Yacht Ba-

sin Drive and also along West Brunswick Street.
“It’s a tourist area. To get from, say, Fishy Fishy to where they 

want to go out on the gazebo, they’re going right up the road 
because there’s no place for pedestrians to walk safely,” said Al-
derman Lowe Davis.

The board concluded it could form a committee to address 
See Southport, page 10A

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

They’ve been tested in a real election at 
Oak Island and extensively in-house, so 
Brunswick County’s new voting machines 
are ready to go in the 2020 primaries, 
officials report.

The Hart InterCivic Verity is one of three 
new systems with paper-based ballots 
approved by state officials for use in North 
Carolina. One vendor, Clear Ballot, was 
approved but later announced it wouldn’t 
pursue sales in North Carolina.

Elections officials recently showed off the 

machines during a demonstration attended 
by about 40 people, including several poll 
workers.

Board of Elections Director Sara Knotts 
said she was confident the system would 
perform well, with one-stop absentee vot-
ing starting Thursday, February 13, at the 
board office and four satellite locations.

During a test in the municipal elections, 
workers hand-counted ballots in a couple 
of races to compare performance. The ma-

chine missed a handful of votes but in every 
case, the voter had failed to properly mark 
his or her choice. Instead of darkening the 
entire box, some voters had drawn an “X” 

or a check mark on their choice. That can 
pass by the tabulator machine unnoticed.

“We’re really going to stress marking 
the ballot correctly,” Knotts said, and that 
completely darkening the rectangle next to 
the candidate’s name “is crucial.”

The machines do not connect to the In-

ternet, although they do have memory 
See Elections, page 8A
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Board of Elections Director Sara 
Knotts demonstrates the proper way 
to mark ballots.
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Southport aldermen Marc Spencer and Lora Sharkey 
discuss topics at Saturday’s annual board retreat.

By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

The St. James Town Council had a visitor at 
its regular meeting Tuesday night.

Brunswick County Manager Randell 
Woodruff stopped by to introduce himself. 
Woodruff left his post as Pender County 
manager to begin serving Brunswick County 
this past October.

While at St. James Town Hall, Woodruff 
presented some information on the county, 
starting with its finances.

The total fund balance has steadily in-

creased over the past few years, he pointed 

out. In 2019, it was $80.8 million and the 
unassigned fund balance was approximately 
$62 million or 31%.

“The audits have continued to demonstrate 
excellent financial management,” he said.

Woodruff explained it was necessary to 
maintain a healthy fund balance in coastal 
communities in case disasters or flooding 
occur. That was proven true when the coun-

ty spent nearly $16 million after Hurricane 
Florence. FEMA has reimbursed the county 
roughly $9 million so far.

Woodruff also shared the legislative issues 
that the staff and commissioners advocate for 

See St. James, page 10A
Randell Woodruff visits 

Str. James Town Council.
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