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By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

An Oak Island advisory group, in conjunction with the 
nonprofit N.C. Coastal Federation, is looking to restore the 
storm-battered oyster reefs in the Atlantic Intracoastal Water-
way at Veterans Park.

Elise Snavely is taking the lead as a volunteer for the Coastal 
Federation. With the expected pending blessing of Town Coun-
cil, Coastal Federation volunteers and members of the Envi-
ronmental Advisory Committee will pick up trash and place 

new bags of oyster shells to rebuild what’s called a “sill.”
Baby oysters (called spats) prefer to cling to and mature upon 

the shells of other oysters. Keeping the reef healthy and grow-
ing improves water quality and provides habitat for a wide vari-
ety of marine life, including fish and blue crabs.

A single adult oyster can filter 50 gallons of water in a day. A 
healthy, growing reef can also help protect marshes and upland 
areas from wave damage during storms.

Volunteers placed oysters in the water a couple of times years 
ago but,  like much of the waterfront, they’ve been battered by 

See Oak Island, page 15A

By Michael Paul
Staff Writer

The city of Boiling Spring Lakes will issue, 
receive and award during December through 
February construction bids for the $56.8-mil-
lion dam restoration project.

Financing approvals for the project will 
take place in February and construction is 
scheduled to begin in March, City Manager 
Gordon Hargrove told the Board of Commis-

sioners during the Dec. 6 meeting at City Hall. 
Commissioners in attendance were Kimberly 
Sherwood, Teagan Hall and Mayor Pro-tem 
Tom Guzulaitis. Mayor Jeff Winecoff and 
Commissioner David Mammay were excused 
from attending for health reasons.

Construction is set for three years, ending 
in March 2026. Water impoundment will 
follow.

The dams were destroyed by Hurricane 
Florence in 2018. Funding will come from 

a variety of sources, including federal, state 
and county funds, and a November voter-ap-
proved bond referendum that will allow the 
city to borrow up to $5-million.

Related to this, the board approved a 
resolution approving a utilities relocation 
agreement with Duke Energy Progress. The 
cost is $816,273.

Separately, the Drayton Road paving expen-
ditures were $768,973, well within the grant 
of $922,306. Guardrails as needed will be 

installed using the remaining money.

Grant application
The board approved a resolution to approve 

the grant application to North Carolina 
Department of Transportation for the paved 
trails and sidewalk feasibility study grant pro-
gram. The pedestrian plan was adopted Nov. 
4, 2020, and provides priorities for side

See Lakes, page 7A

$56.8-million restoration could begin in March

BSL ready to issue construction bids for dam project

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer

During their Dec.8 regular 
meeting the Southport Board 
of Aldermen unanimously 
approved a resolution to ac-
cept a street dedication in the 
Rivermist at Dutchman Creek 
community.

Flank Court, off of J. Swain 
Boulevard, became South-
port’s responsibility and will 
be maintained by the city 
moving forward after an 
attorney representing the 
Rivermist Property Owner’s 
Association argued that an 
oversight caused the street to 
slip through the cracks. While 
Viking Crest Lane, another 

road in Rivermist, is main-
tained by the POA, Flank 
Court remained unclaimed. 

“The subject came as to this 
one small section of private 
road and what to do with this 
outlying segment,” Attorney 
Raymond DiGuiseppe told 
the board. “It was construct-
ed to be clear that it would be 
accepted by the city for main-
tenance purposes. That road-
way would be the section that 
the POA is looking to have the 
city take over like the rest of 
the roadways.”

DiGuiseppe said responsi-
bility of Flank Court proved 
to be one of several issues that 
arose from the time Centex 
See Southport, page 7A

 Southport Fire Department hosted 
its annual Awards Banquet/Program 
at fire headquarters Dec. 4. The event 
welcomed department staff and volun-
teers, members of the Southport Board 
of Aldermen, department retirees, city 
administration, Caswell Beach Mayor 
Deborah Ahlers and Town Manager Joe 
Pierce and guests.

Before dinner, Southport Fire Chief 
Charles A. Drew told attendees that 
this year the department’s focus was on 
community relations and involvement 
with the citizens it protects.  

“We would not be what we are today, 
had it not been for our predecessors,” 

Drew stated. “Previous fire chiefs, offi-
cers, and volunteer members have given 
us big helmets and big fire boots to fill … 
We are thankful for our prior chiefs, offi-
cers and members that have retired with 
many years of service to the department. 
Without their dedication, commitment 
and loyalty (the department) would not 
be what it is today.”

This year, Southport alderman ap-
proved six new full-time positions (five 
firefighters and an EMS Captain) which 
have been filled.

“Capt. Paul Homick, our EMS 
Captain, has been a great asset to the 
department and has helped stabilize our 

EMS Division with great leadership,” 
said Drew.  The department now runs 
three shifts overseen by three shift 
captains. 

“The promotion of our three shift 
captains – Capt. Terry Blake, Capt. Jon-
athan Bullard and Capt. Dave Sosebee 
– have also brought accountability, 

See Banquet, page 10A
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Southport Fire Chief Charles 
Drew honored past chiefs, officers 
and volunteer members at the 
banquet.

Southport

City accepts missed
street in Rivermist
Flank Court remained unclaimed

$60,000 lost in internet scam
By Lee Hinnant

Staff Writer

The City of Southport joined a lengthening list of gov-
ernment and business agencies hit by cybercriminals 
when in August internet scammers stole about $60,000 
using a phishing scheme with fake emails.

The phishing scam used authentic-looking emails sent 
to the town. Local and other authorities are on the case.

Authorities have a specific suspect in another state but 
declined to provide further details.

Southport’s Interim Manager Bonnie Therrien said on 
Friday that the city is hiring a forensic IT specialist and 

See Scam, page 7A

Photo by Morgan Harper

It’s the start of this year’s Light up the Night Parade, with bicycles and golf carts joining in the holiday celebra-
tion and Southport Fire Department’s annual fire truck parade for kids. More photos are on page 1B.

Oak Island

Plan would restore oyster reefs at Veterans Park
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