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Council narrows its
beach finance options

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Oak Island Town Council narrowed its options down to 
two for financing long-term beach management, with both 
focused on assessments applying only to land values, not 
buildings.

The goal is to raise about $40-million, with hopes to secure 
sand for a multi-year shoreline protection project. 

Council looked at four broad possibilities and agreed to 
further consider two options: one would create four assess-
ment zones with taxes based roughly on the distance from 
the ocean; and the other would create two zones and increase 
overall property taxes by possibly six cents per $100 value.

The current ad valorem rate is 28-cents. The increases, if 
adopted, would apply to land, not improvements including 
houses and accessory structures.

Officials stressed that the numbers and assessment lines 
are a draft and likely to change.

Doug and Andrew Carter of DAC Associates told council 
that long-term planning was important. Oak Island, they 
said, is fiscally sound, but there are many steps to borrow 
money and field several shoreline renourishment projects.

Council moved forward with plans for a related municipal 
service district (see related story in this issue), but does not 
plan to charge extra taxes at this time.

Larger project
The town’s engineers and planners expect to spend 

$40-milion on a large-scale sand project. One plan would 
See Oak Island, page 10A
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Three killed
by tornado
At least 50 homes damaged, ten
people injured in deadly storm

By Gary Pethe
Staff Writer

Relaxing in a comfy easy chair in her living 
room. Betty Cornette is happy to be home. 

In late January, the Southport resident re-
turned to her house on Fodale Avenue after 
battling coronavirus for 132 days, most of 
that time spent at Duke University Hospital 
and its rehabilitation center in Durham, 
North Carolina. 

Her eyes are misty, but you can sense she 
is smiling under her jaunty, Betty Boop face 
mask. 

“I would call this a miracle,” she says when 
asked to what she attributes her survival and 
recovery. “God is why I got through this.” 

She says her faith, the unwavering support 
of her family and the highly skilled medical 
people who cared for her are why she is alive 
today. 

“I also had hundreds of people all around 
the world praying for me – and they still are 
– because my story is not over yet,” Cornette 
adds.

How it all started
It began September 18, 2020: Betty had 

not been feeling well that week and by 
Friday, she was not eating or drinking. Her 
blood sugar was sinking dangerously low, 
even for someone suffering from diabetes as 
she does. According to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC), people 
with diabetes are more likely to have severe 
symptoms and serious complications from 
COVID-19—or when infected with any virus. 

Concerned about Betty’s condition, but 
not knowing she had contracted coronavi-
rus, husband Ronnie and son Allen took her 
to the emergency room at Dosher Memorial 
Hospital just a block from the Cornette’s 
home. There, it was confirmed that Betty 
had the virus; she received medication and 

Betty comes home
But ‘journey not over’ for COVID-19 survivor

who was hospitalized for more than four months

‘I would call this a miracle’

sent home with orders to be moni-
tored closely.  She returned several 
days later because her condition 
had not improved. “They wanted 
to admit her, but she didn’t want 

that,” Ronnie noted. “So, we were 
sent to Novant hospital in Supply.” 

She was admitted to Novant 
Health Brunswick Medical Center 

See Betty, page 7A
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Daughter Angela Deskins was finally able to be with her mother, Betty Cornette, at Duke University Hospi-
tal the day before she was released to go home.

A jubilant Betty Cornette leaves Duke University Hospital for 
her trip home to Southport.

By Gary Pethe
Staff Writer

Severe weather – including a confirmed EF-3 tornado – 
struck Ocean Ridge Plantation in the Ocean Isle Beach area 
early Tuesday morning that, at the time of publication, had re-
sulted in three confirmed fatalities and ten confirmed injuries. 

At least 50 homes were damaged or destroyed during the se-
vere weather event. 

Brunswick County Sheriff’s Office, Brunswick County Emer-
gency Services and multiple fire and law enforcement agencies 
were on scene overnight, assessing damages and working to 
clear debris from roads. Emergency crews from Brunswick 
County Emergency Services and the Sheriff’s Office are con-
tinuing to assess the area for additional residents in need of 
assistance due to injury or damages to property.

Brunswick County opened a temporary shelter for individu-
als displaced due to the storm Tuesday morning. Individuals 
who need assistance and shelter can contact Brunswick County 
Emergency Services at 910-253-5383. 

“It’s something like I have never seen before. A lot of destruc-
tion,” Brunswick County Sheriff John Ingram said at a press 
conference. “It’s going to be a long recovery process.”

Power lines in the area were also damaged, causing numer-
ous power outages. Ocean Highway, U.S. Hwy. 17 northbound,  

See Tornado, page 9A

More storm damage photos – Page 9A

Photo by Michael Paul

Damage and downed power lines were visible at the 
entrance to Ocean Ridge Plantation.

H E A L T H Y  H A B I T S
Wash your hands!

Clean your 
phone!

Stay at home!

But if 
you must 
go out….

Wear a mask!
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