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Hilaman, Stanley keep
jobs as CEO, president  

By Terry Pope
Associate Editor

Dosher Memorial Hospital trustees 
will not have to search for a permanent 
CEO and president.

The board on Monday removed the 
“interim” labels for CEO Dr. Brad Hila-
man and President Lynda Stanley, who 
have been filling the roles on a tempo-
rary basis since February.

They were each given a $20,000 
bonus for their leadership during the 
transition after the resignation of CEO 
and President Tom Siemers eight 
months ago. Trustees said they have 
been very pleased with the job perfor-
mances of Hilaman and Stanley, who 
also had to help Dosher survive an 
unexpected COVID-19 pandemic.

“They have proven beyond any 
reasonable doubt that they know how 
to get the job done,” said trustees chair-
man Robert Howard. “We asked them 
to consider it on a permanent basis.”

Hilaman and Stanley were initially 
appointed in February to split the 
duties of CEO and president once solely 

See Dosher, page 5A
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Up to 40 spots where emergency
beach sand has been disturbed

Oak Island

Dune f ines
increased

13-year-old travel writer Sam Morrison

Coloring his journey across the globe

Photo by Alexandria Sands

Sam Morrison, 13, with his new book “Backpacks and Baguettes: 
Coloring the World through Young Eyes” in downtown South-
port.

By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

At the young age of 13, Sam Morrison has already 
traveled to 25 countries, from Belgium to Vietnam 
and Thailand to South Africa. But last week he 
was in St. James, visiting his grandparents – Mike 
and Pauline Morrison – and stopping by the local 
newspaper to discuss his new book: “Backpacks 
and Baguettes: Coloring the World through Young 
Eyes.”

The book, written alongside his father Angus 
Morrison, takes readers on a journey across the 
globe. In each chapter, Sam highlights a place he’s 
visited and reflects on what he saw.

Sam began traveling when he was four years old, 
after his family moved to Paris. Living in Europe 
allowed him and his parents to see a lot of places 
that were nearby, yet so different from one  anoth-
er.

“There’s such a big difference, for example, be-
tween France and Finland,” Sam says. “The food, 
the people, it’s just everything.”

The father-and-son duo started writing “Back-
packs and Baguettes” when Sam was 11, after mov-
ing back to the U.S. The idea came to them as they 
were driving their neighbor John, an older man 
with Stage 4 pancreatic cancer, to his hospital ap-
pointments.

During those car rides, the three generations of 
See Writer, page 10A
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By Jerry Dilsaver
Special to The Pilot

The 42nd U.S. Open King Mackerel 
Tournament had to overcome a few 
obstacles, so it wasn’t a big surprise the 
winners had to overcome some too. One 
of the biggest obstacles was a friend 
who also wanted to win the prestigious 
tournament and caught a larger fish 
late the first day. Another was a knot 
that slipped. Fortunately neither was 
terminal.  

Andy Broadwell of Southport and the 
crew of the Nauti Lady took the early 
lead, slipped to second place after Tracy 
Aman of Boiling Springs Lakes and the 
crew of the Sling N Bait weighed later 
on Friday, and then caught a slightly 
larger king on Saturday to reclaim the 
lead and hold on for the win.  The per-
severance of the Nauti Lady crew was 
a performance fitting for any comeback 
story, but fits this tournament perfectly. 

The tournament had to overcome near 
complete destruction of the docks in 

Southport Marina by Hurricane Isaias 
in early August plus implement and 
monitor COVID-19 restrictions and 
protocols. Home of the Open since 1979, 
the marina took a direct hit, so the event 
was moved to Dutchman Creek Park.

This worked surprisingly well, consid-
ering the tournament drew a near-re-
cord 521 boats.

Andy Broadwell didn’t have time to 
prepare as he usually does. He got put 
off his game plan early when he began 

See Open, page 11A

After 42 years, Broadwell family finally wins

U.S. Open decided between local friends

Photo by Morgan Harper

Andy Broadwell of Southport and the crew of the Nauti Lady hold the winning king mackerel from the U.S. 
Open. The fish collected prize money totaling $80,506 and was the family’s first win in 42 Open tournaments.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

During a status conference last week on a federal lawsuit 
challenging offshore seismic airgun testing for fossil fuels, at-
torneys for four geological companies revealed they will not 
pursue testing this year and will likely be unable to employ air-
guns for at least several more years.

On Tuesday, a federal judge in South Carolina dismissed the 
case without prejudice. North Carolina had joined the action, 
initiated by the S.C. Coast Conservation League, which chal-
lenged the validity of incidental harassment authorizations 
(IHAs) previously issued by the U.S. Department of Com-

See Coast, page 3A

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Oak Island Town Council 
agreed last Thursday to sub-
stantially increase the pen-
alties for trampling or dam-
aging sand dunes, the latest 
response from a barrier is-
land community battered by 
three major hurricanes in less 
than four years.

After debate and some con-
fusion about the limits of the 
town’s authority, council vot-
ed unanimously to increase 
the fine for the more serious 
first-time violations from 
$100 to $250. Second seri-
ous violations carry a penalty 
of $500 - the maximum the 

town can impose. Council 
Member Charlie Blalock was 
absent; Council Member Jeff 
Winecoff and Town Attorney 
Brian Edes participated re-
motely.

Police officers have the dis-
cretion to issue a town ordi-
nance violation or to ramp up 
the penalty by issuing a state 
criminal citation. Upon con-
viction, the criminal citation 
means an offender could face 
up to 20 days in jail, plus the 
cost of court and the fine.

Police Chief Wilburn In-
gram pointed out that a crim-
inal citation also means that 
offenders wouldn’t be dis-
charged from the system 

See Dunes, page 9A
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Seismic testing settled
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