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Businesses give $10,000 to N.C. 4th of July Festival

Fireworks donation honors Ed Harper

Boiling Spring LakesOver the rainbow

Grant project 
totals $1.4M

Injured pelicans find new
home as coastal educators

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Oak Island sea bird caregivers turned over two perma-

nently injured pelicans last week to a nonprofit Ohio wildlife 
center where they’ll serve as ambassadors for the coast and 
the Atlantic Ocean.

The juvenile birds—both believed to be males—came from 
the Cape Fear River area and found themselves unable to 
survive for different reasons.

One is an Eastern brown pelican, about 2 years old, and is 
blind in one eye, most likely a birth defect, according to Mary 
Ellen Rogers, director of Sea Biscuit Wildlife Shelter. The 

See Pelicans, page 7A

Oak Island

Town of Oak Island celebrates

Beach Day marks 20th anniversary

Inside: your free copy of the 2019 N.C. 4th of July Festival program

By Michael Paul
Staff Writer

Boiling Spring Lakes has 
been working with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture on 
a grant project that involves 
cleaning up several areas that 
received substantial debris 
from Hurricane Florence and 
is located on either private or 
public land, according to a re-

port City Manager Jeff Repp 
posted on the city’s website.

This is separate from the 
city’s recovery efforts after 
Hurricane Florence with the 
Federal Emergency Manage-

ment Agency and the city-
owned dams.

USDA has had consulting 
engineers on site to develop 
Damage Survey Reports for 

all the sites and federal ap-

proval is pending, Repp 
wrote. The cost estimate, by 
the engineers, of the proposed 
work is $1,427,956, according 
to the report. Of that amount, 
the Natural Resources Con-

servation Service would 
cover 75% ($1,070,967) and 
the state would cover 25% 
($356,989).

“The city has received per-

mission from most of the 
property owners who have 
land on these private streams 
to allow access by contrac-

tors yet to be selected for this 
work,” Repp wrote.

These are the areas that 
were determined eligible:

Middle Dam: Hurricane 
Florence floodwaters have 

See Lakes, page 5A

These juvenile pelicans will serve as educational 
ambassadors at an Ohio wildlife facility.

Photo courtesy Janet Kurtz/Sea Biscuit Wildlife Shelter

 Dosher Medical Plaza, 4222 Long Beach Rd. | 910-454-4732 | Dosher.org/Clinics
Dosher is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Dosher Medical - Urgent Care  
Open 6 Days a Week through Labor Day 

Convenient care for minor illnesses and injuries 
No appointment necessary 

Monday through Friday: 8:00 am – 4:30 pm, Saturday:  9:00 am – 1:00 pm     
4th of July: 8:00 am – 2:00 pm, Labor Day 8:00 am – 2:00 pm

The 2019 N.C. 4th of July Festival has 
received a $10,000 donation from local 
businesses American Fish Company and 
The Frying Pan Restaurant.

These Platinum Sponsors made a 
$10,000 donation in 2018 designated 
for the festival’s fireworks display. This 
year’s donation is also designated for the 
fireworks but was made in honor and 
memory of the late Ed Harper, editor of 
The State Port Pilot newspaper for 46 
years and who passed away last Novem-

ber.
The 4th of July Festival depends on 

sponsors to support as well as maintain 
the quality of the many festival events.

“We love to support our community 
and give back in ways that really ben-

efit the area,” said Craig Blanks, General 
Manager of the Frying Pan Restaurant. 
“We are especially proud to support the 
N.C. 4th of July Festival.”

The festival is celebrating its 224th 
year, said Festival Chair Trisha Howarth.

“While The State Port Pilot hasn’t been 
in existence that long, it has been cover-

ing the festival since its establishment in 
1928, and the festival relies on the paper 
each year to promote the events, recog-

nize our sponsors, and showcase heart-
warming accounts that tell our citizens 
and visitors stories,” said Howarth.

“I was delighted as the chair of this 
year’s festival to receive this $10,000 

See Fourth, page 5A
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Pictured, from left, are: Pam Hegler, manager, American Fish Company; 
Craig Blanks, General Manager, The Frying Pan Restaurant; Morgan 
Harper, Editor, The State Port Pilot; Woody Harper; and Trisha How-
arth, NC 4th of July Festival Chair.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

It wasn’t easy to do and there have been 
some bumps along the way, but long-time 
residents said the 1999 merger of Yaupon 
Beach and Long Beach was the right move 
and made Oak Island the growing, desirable 
community it is today.

On July 1, Oak Island marks the 20th 
anniversary of its founding with family 

friendly contests, activities, music, food and 
fireworks during Beach Day.

Two decades ago, the need for sanitary 
sewer service in the growing Long Beach 
commercial corridor was one of the key 
forces driving talks of a merger between tiny 
Yaupon Beach, just one square mile, and 
Long Beach, which stretched across more 
than eight miles of the island.

There were numerous details to hammer 
out, not the least of which was the different 

tax rates, said Reece Simmons, who served 
on one of the merger committees. Simmons 
is also a former fire chief and former mem-

ber of town council.
At first, members of both councils served 

and over time, the number was pared down 
to the current five. Simmons also recalled 
that Caswell Beach was invited to the 
merger table, but leaders there declined.

“The towns had worked together in the 
See Oak Island, page 7C

Photo by Morgan Harper

If there’s a pot of gold, or two, at the end of these rainbows it looks like the best place to start looking is Battery 
Island or Bald Head Island. This beautiful scene filled the skies over the Cape Fear River Sunday afternoon.
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