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College stands to gain $2.2 million

Speaker tours BCC site; 
calls for budget approval

Brunswick Schools:

Free meals 
for all kids
Part of Hurricane Florence relief

Task force delivers
post-Florence report

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Before a blue-ribbon task force released its findings recent-
ly, the Village of Bald Head Island’s staff was already imple-
menting some of the more than 75 recommendations that 
came from the group and from public input.

The task force suggested a variety of responses, including 
stormwater management and additional personnel with es-
timated costs totaling roughly $1-million over two years. Vil-
lage Manager Chris McCall said he and the staff had already 
implemented some of the “low-hanging fruit,” including sev-
eral drainage projects. The Village is also looking for a new 
staff member to revamp its website, increase the presence on 
social media and serve as lead public information officer dur-
ing emergencies and at other times.

The task force met several times and held public work ses-
sions, which were available for viewing online.

“They set a positive tone,” McCall said. “The point was not 
to find fault, but to focus on the future to mitigate problems. 
The report was well-received and there was a lot of praise for 
the work the task force did.”

The 78-page report considers many aspects of Hurricane 
See Bald Head, page 6A

Bald Head

Happy campers

Sports – 1C

Tennis and
tutoring

By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

House Speaker Tim Moore and Rep. Frank 
Iler took a tour of the Brunswick Community 
College Southport Center Friday to discuss 
how state funding would assist the school.

Specifically, they discussed the $2.2 million 
allocated for BCC in the budget that was ve-
toed by Gov. Roy Cooper over a month ago.

Since the veto, the Republicans’ legislative 
majority in the House has been trying to get 
enough Democrats to agree to an override so 
the $24-billion dollar budget can move on to 
the Senate for a vote.

Moore, a Republican, visited three locations 
on Friday that had appropriations in the bud-
get.

His first stop was the Pender County Court-
house, where $500,000 was planned for re-

pairing damage from Hurricane Florence. 
Next, he saw how $13 million would fund 
upgrades to Fort Fisher aquarium and visi-
tors center. His last stop was a tour of the  BCC 
Southport campus, which had a proposed $2.2 
million in the budget.

“The veto has held those up,” said Iler, who 
is on the BCC Board of Trustees. “They hope to 
overcome that and get the money coming, so 
[Moore] is going around the state, just letting 
people know this is what was in our budget.”

Capital funds for BCC in the budget could be 
used at any of the four campuses for renova-
tions or expansion.

During the tour, BCC president Dr. Gene 
Smith and the Southport center’s director Bar-
bara McFall took Moore and members of the 
delegation into the 9,000 square feet of the 
building that is under construction. Over the 
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BCC president Dr. Gene Smith, center, shows House Speaker Tim Moore, right, 
the 9,000 square feet of the Southport center building that would undergo reno-
vations with help from the state budget.

By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

Breakfast and lunch will be free for all students at Brunswick 
County Schools (BCS) beginning this year, in hopes that it will 
aid families still struggling after Hurricane Florence.

During the 2018-2019 academic year, the school system no-
ticed a rise in the number of children qualifying for subsidized 
meals, since many local families had begun receiving assistance 
after the disastrous storm.

This increase allowed the school district to apply for the 
Community Eligibility Provision Program, which provides free 
meals for all students without any paperwork involved.

“We hope that the ability to utilize this program will help 
our families in their day-to-day budgets,” said Robert Parker, 
school nutrition director, “and hopefully, we can help our fami-
lies get on their feet a lot quicker.”

To qualify for the program, schools must have an “identified 
student percentage” of 40% or more, which means those chil-
dren are certified for free meals without having to submit an ap-
plication. Their families are already in a database because they 
receive food stamps or federal assistance, are migrant or home-
less, or in other situations that certify the children for meals at 

See Schools, page 6A

 

Dosher is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Physical Therapy designed with YOU in Mind 
Dosher Physical Therapist Colleen Rollo recently earned a board certifi cation as a 
Geriatric Specialist in order to best serve the population we work with the most. 

If it feels as if your PT sessions were customized just for you, that’s because they were.       
Geriatric Physical Therapy at Dosher.   Call 910-454-4701 to fi nd out more.

Physician referral required.

Colleen Rollo,
 Dosher Geriatric Clinical Specialist 

924 N. Howe St., Southport | 910-457-3800 | Dosher.org

By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

With a little help from some local 
organizations, 34 kids were made 
very happy during their last day of 
summer camp.

Southport Parks and Recreation 
Department’s tennis and tutor-
ing summer program held a tennis 
carnival and ice cream social Monday 

afternoon to end its two-week ses-
sion. 

At the carnival, each child, ages six 
to 12, received a bag filled with school 
supplies and computer software 
from L.C. Outreach Project, Inc. The 
Brunswick County Tennis Asso-
ciation (BCTA) gave each camper a 
racquet, tennis ball and a T-shirt. To 
top it off, Power Walking Ministries 

See Tennis, page 7A

Photo by Morgan Harper

An ice cream social concludes Southport Parks and Recreation Department’s tennis and tutoring summer 
camp Monday. Kids also received free tennis equipment, backpacks, tennis shoes and computer equipment.

Nonprofits team up
for summer program
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