
November 27, 2019

$1.00
Published Wednesdays

in Southport,

North Carolina

stateportpilot.com

              THE STATE PORT 

PILOT
A Good Newspaper in a Good Community

Southport  •  Oak Island  •  Boiling Spring Lakes  •  St. James  •  Caswell Beach  •  Bald Head Island  •  Eastern Brunswick County

facebook.com/thestateportpilot
twitter.com/StatePortPilot

Find us on facebook

INSIDE Obituaries .............6A

Classifieds ...........13B

Pets ................... 6B

Opinion ............. 4A

Tides ................. 11A

Our Town .......... .2A

Police reports ..... ..8A

Sports ................. .12A

CPI USA power plant permit hearing

Public asks for greater controls

Southport

City halts
sewer plan
County agreement back on table

No-smoking policy
updated; fees paid 

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Oak Island Town Council has expanded its no-smoking 
policy to include e-cigarettes and vaping devices, after coun-
cil voted on the new rules at its regular November 12 meeting.

Smoking of any tobacco product and vaping is now prohib-
ited “in any building or facility or portion of any building or 
facility now or hereafter owned, leased, operated, occupied, 
managed or controlled by the town, including but not limited 
to town hall, the police department, Shannon Fire Station, 
the Yaupon Beach Fire Station, South Harbour Village Fire 
Station, all fire stations and other emergency services facili-

See Oak Island, page 7A

Oak Island

Evening red

Sports – 12A

Photo by Jan Keyes

Evening red is a sure sign of one fine day, according to weather traditions. This sunset silhouette was captured 
along the Southport Waterfront by State Port Pilot accounts and circulation manager Jan Keyes, outlining the 
Pilot’s Tower next to the Cape Fear River.

Widening and deepening of Cape Fear

Corps hears concerns over river project

By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

Southport has halted design 
work for its wastewater treat-
ment plant while it reconsid-
ers a sewer service agreement 
with Brunswick County.

City manager Bruce Oak-
ley said aldermen may hold 
a special meeting in the com-
ing months to possibly scrap 
those plans and continue with 
an expansion of the county’s 
sewer system.

The engineers for the city 
plant have been analyzing 
the cost of the project and 
comparing it to the cost of 
staying with the county sys-
tem. Either project would 
cost around $26 million, but 
the county would provide 
750,000 gallons per day while 
an independent plant could 
hold one million.

This past spring, the city ter-
minated an agreement with 

the county after third-party 
engineers said 750,000 gal-
lons would be “insufficient,” 
within 20 years.

But now, Southport is work-
ing toward a more accurate 
estimate of how much capac-
ity it will need and when it will 
need it. City officials are also 
requesting clarification from 
the county of what happens 
once capacity is reached.

Oakley explained the city 
now has a better understand-
ing of the contract, and some 
parts of the agreement could 
be renegotiated to make the 
city feel more at ease.

For example, the contract 
states that in the first 30 years 
it may only be terminated 
with the consent of the par-
ties; after that, either party 
could choose to end the agree-
ment during 10-year succes-
sive terms. Southport is re-
questing that any termination 

See Southport, page 7A

Officials: plant isn’t
flushing waste ash

By Lee Hinnant
Staff writer

Environmental groups got it wrong when 
they recently accused a Southport power 
plant of flushing waste ash into a canal that 
empties into the Atlantic Ocean at Caswell 
Beach. 

CPI USA’s facility does not, and has not, 
washed waste ash into its permitted dis-
charge stream, a Capital Power executive 
told The State Port Pilot.

In a letter to the state Department of En-
See Plant, page 10A

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Widening and deepening of the Cape Fear River shipping 
channel could harm nationally significant historic sites, in-
crease erosion, flooding and lower water quality, some state 
agencies and several environmental groups say, and more 
stakeholders are entering the discussion as the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers continues its review of a request by the N.C. 
State Ports Authority to increase the average depth of the Cape 
Fear River from 42 to 48 feet.

Dredging the shipping channel from the mouth of the Cape 
Fear River to the port of Wilmington is nothing new along its 
26 nautical miles. What’s new is that the Ports Authority is pay-
ing for the Corps study of the proposal to perform additional 
dredging.

The Corps is holding regular meetings with stakeholders 

along the river as part of a federally mandated review under 
section 203 of the Water Resources Development Act.

The Ports Authority and Corps say that existing channel 
conditions cannot fully accommodate newer, larger container 
ships. They note that trans-oceanic ships built today are three 
times larger than those constructed in 1995. A deeper channel 
is needed for the Port of Wilmington to remain competitive, the 
report states.

Many of the ships that now call on Wilmington are not fully 
loaded, or must precisely time their voyage according to the 
tides. Dredging the channel is the focus of the 203 study.

Leaders of the Village of Bald Head Island and Caswell Beach 
have asked the Corps to consider whether deepening and wid-
ening the shipping channel could increase erosion and under-
mine efforts to stabilize shorelines.

Last week, the state’s Division of Cultural Resources raised 
See River, page 10A
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By Lee Hinnant
Staff writer

Almost 20 people spoke last 
Thursday on CPI USA’s request 
for new stormwater and waste-
water discharge permits for its 
Southport steam and electric 
power plant, with most asking 
for increased scrutiny of the 
plant’s operation and several 
raising  concerns about air qual-
ity.

The facility produces process 
steam for the nearby Archer 
Daniels Midland citric acid 
plant, and generates 88 mega-
watts of electricity which it 
sells to Duke Energy. Formerly 
known as Cogentrix, the plant 
opened in 1987. It has been op-
erating under an administrative 

extension of a previous permit 
for several years. The Depart-
ment of Environmental Qual-
ity (DEQ) is now requiring the 
operation to obtain wastewa-
ter discharge and stormwater 
management permits under the 
National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES), 
which sets a higher standard.

Brunswick Environmen-
tal Action Team (BEAT), the 
Southern Environmental Law 
Center and two other environ-
mental groups, joined by the 
towns of Caswell Beach and 
Oak Island, requested the pub-
lic hearing.

Before DEQ posted a notice 
about the permits through local 
media outlets, many local 

See Hearing, page 11A

Photo by Lee Hinnant

Carole Kozloski address the CPI USA permit application at last 
week’s public hearing.
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