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Oak Island

Steady hands aid
birth at nail salon

Short Street unchanged
By Lee Hinnant

Staff Writer

Southport City Aldermen unanimously decided last Thurs-

day to maintain one-way traffic going south on Short Street. 
Members also agreed to allow a nonprofit group to continue 
efforts to restore the former city hall and county courthouse, 
now mostly abandoned except for limited storage.

Traffic questions have long snarled the Old Yacht Basin 
and nearby streets including Caswell Avenue, West West 
Street and Brunswick Street. The streets are generally nar-

row and often flooded with pedestrians and drivers unfamil-
iar with the pattern. Add heavy rains or unusually high tides 
to the mix and parts of the basin are practically impassible.

Drivers are sometimes confused; tourists don’t know 
where to go.

The city’s most recent response has been to more clearly 
mark walking paths and make the more narrow, congested 
streets conducive to one-way traffic. Aldermen reiterated 
that plan (Alderman Lowe Davis was absent).

During the public hearing, two residents spoke to main-
See Southport, page 8A

Southport aldermen

Brunswick County

Courthouse
named for

Judge Lewis
Building now undergoing $11M

expansion will honor her memory

INSIDE: Your free copy of our Coast Magazine holiday edition

By Terry Pope
Associate Editor

Brunswick County’s court-
house will officially be named 
in honor of the late Superior 
Court Judge Ola M. Lewis.

County commissioners vot-
ed 4-1 Monday to approve 
the renaming, with District 3 
Commissioner Pat Sykes op-

posed. Sykes explained that 
she doesn’t have a concern 
with Judge Lewis but feels the 
county shouldn’t name build-

ings after persons.
The board voted in May to 

place a plaque in the lobby of 
the courthouse in honor of 
Judge Lewis, who was a res-

ident of Boiling Spring Lakes. 
That plaque will mirror an 

existing one to be installed at 
completion of phase one of 
the major $11-million court-
house renovation and expan-

sion project now underway at 
the county government cen-

ter near Bolivia.
Sykes did second a mo-

tion Monday by District 4 
Commissioner Mike Forte 
to approve a design for that 
plaque and to place it inside 
the courthouse. County Man-

ager Randell Woodruff told 
commissioners the building 
should be finished a year from 
now but that maybe a cere-

mony and groundbreaking 
could be held in late spring, 
if the coronavirus by then al-
lows for a larger gathering of 
See Courthouse, page 6A

Polished delivery

Photos contributed

Ken Dang, the father, and Oak Island Fire Department Lt. John Gruber tend to the newborn Jayden.

Tami and newborn Jayden after a night’s rest at 
Novant Brunswick Medical Center in Supply.

Find your piece of heaven on the southern coast...

The Brunswick Beaches offer the dream 
of classic southern coastal living and 
exceptional value. Second home or primary 
residence, our agents can help you find your 
new relaxation station. 

319 N. Howe Street   |   Southport, NC 28461   |   (910) 363-4565   |   southerncoastagents.com

DOING MORE FROM FOR SALE TO SOLD.  
That’s the sign of a RE/MAX agent.™

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

It was a good thing Cin Brochure got her nails done last 
Monday. Only minutes later, she and expectant father Ken 
Dang would need clean – and steady hands – to deliver 
Ken and Tami’s daughter, right there in the shampoo chair 
at the salon.

Brochure, former Oak Island mayor and a mother of 
four, told Tami that morning it looked like her “baby had 
dropped.” Tami, who’s had three children, said she believed 
it wasn’t yet time. The predicted delivery was six days away, 
and that her water was intact.

“She’s a workaholic,” said Ken.
Ken and Tami work in a small shop on Oak Island, with 

no sign, that is owned by his sister. The salon doesn’t take 
walk-ins or new clients and, because of the virus, only two 
customers may be inside at a time. Brochure was the only 

See Delivery, page 8A

Election 2020

County board canvasses vote
Statewide recounts for the chief justice seat on the state Su-

preme Court begin in Brunswick County on Thursday, Novem-

ber 19, at 1 p.m. with Chief Justice Cheri Beasley, a Democrat, 
in a tight race with Associate Justice Paul Newby, a Republican.

The recount involves more than 5.4-million ballots and must 
be completed by Wednesday, November 25. As of press time, 
Beasley trailed by fewer than 400 votes, well within the 10,000-
vote threshold for a recount.

“We cannot express enough gratitude for the hard work of 
our county boards of elections, who continue to ensure accu-

rate and fair results in this election,” said Karen Brinson Bell, 
executive director of the State Board of Elections, in a prepared 
statement. “Recounts are an important part of the elections 
process that help guarantee voters’ wishes are realized in the 
closest of contests.”

Last Friday, the local board parsed provisional and other bal-
lots for the official canvass. None of the tallies changed the out-
come of any race in Brunswick County.

– Lee Hinnant
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